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Peruvian Business Conditions 
Below Normal Seasonal Level 


Business conditions in Peru were reported to be slightly below their 


normal seasonal level in July. 


Domestic collections were slow and some 


inventories excessive. 


Further moderate wage increases were granted by Government decree 
or mediation, all of which are intended to bring wages into line with 


cos+-of-living increases. 

Foreign trade at midyear totaled 
$249.9 million, as compared with $228.6 
million a year ago. Imports amounted 
to $134.7 million, c. i. f. value, and 
exports, $115.2 million, f. 0. b. value, 
compared with $122.5 million and 
$106.1 million, respectively. As a re- 
sult, the adverse trade balance in- 
creased from $16.4 million last year 
to $19.5 million. 

During the Bolivian President’s visit 
in July a declaration of economic 
cooperation was signed by the two 
countries and two agreements regard- 
ing the railway bypass of Lake Titi- 
caca and the utilization of the waters 
of the lake for power and irrigation 
also were signed. 

The new electric service code was 
promulgated during the month. The 
code establishes a uniform basis for 
electric utility operations in the entire 
country and provides for rate adjust- 
ments to compensate for changes in 
operating costs. 

The Peruvian President delivered his 
annual report to the nation on July 
28 and again confirmed the admin- 
istration’s determination to continue 
its very successful policy of free enter- 
prise and freedom from economic re- 
strictions and controls. 


Foreign-Exchange Inflow Up 

Large earnings from cotton and 
mineral exports in June increased the 
foreign-exchange inflow which was at 
a higher level than in any previous 
month in the first half of 1955. As 
a result, the dollar certificate market 
was easy and offerings were in excess 
of the demand from importers, thus 
permitting the Central Reserve Bank 
to improve further its foreign-ex- 
change assets. 

Quotations for dollar certificates re- 
mained stable at 19 soles to the dollar, 
while average rates for dollar drafts 
advanced from 19.06 on June 28 to 
19.24 on July 27. 

Net holdings of gold and foreign 
exchange by the Central Reserve 
Bank of Peru amounted to $31,847,208 


on June 30, an improvement of $4,071,- 
797 over the bank’s position on May 
31, occurring only in the dollar ac- 
count 

Bank Credit Declines 

Commercial bank lending in June 
1955 declined by 20 million soles from 
4,007 million soles at the end of May. 
Credit demand, including cotton- 
crop financing seemed to be approach- 
ing its seasonal peak. Interest rates 
were the highest they had been in 
recent years. 

Total credit issued by the Central 
Reserve Bank declined from 1,600.1 
million soles in May to 1,581.1 million 
in June. Loans to the commercial 
and development banks. declined, 
while those to the National Treasury 
advanced moderately. 

Currency outside banks dropped 
from 1,568.7 million soles on April 30 
to 1,558.9 on May 31, while demand 
deposits at commercial banks and at 
the Central Reserve Bank rose from 
2,335.9 million soles to 2,366.4 million, 
resulting in the total money supply 
advancing from 3,904.6 million soles 
on April 30 to 3,925.3 on May 31. 

Production of Peru’s principal ex- 
port crop, cotton, for 1955 is estimated 
at 2.25 million quintals, or 470,000 
bales, a decline of about 6 percent as 
compared with 1954, despite a 5,000- 
hectare increase. 

Chile is the principal market for 
Peruvian cotton. This explains Peru’s 
acute concern over U. S. proposals to 
extend purchase facilities to Chile for 
U. 8. cotton. However, U.S. purchases 
of extra-long-staple cotton from Peru 
increased in the marketing year 1954- 
55, as compared with the preceding 
period. 

Peruvian concern over possible re- 
vision of the Sugar Act in the United 
States rose to a high pitch in July 
Prices of export sugar declined to 
around US$3.25 per quintal, f. o. b., 
against US$3.30 a month ago, for 96° 
polarization. 


(Continued on Page 21) 
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Field Offices Give 


Quick Service 


Information on all phases 
world trade—ranging from compre. 
hensive economic and business data 
to details on export and import Teg. 
ulations—is quickly and 
available to businessmen in 
own cities or localities through the 
33 Field Offices of the U. S. Depart. 
ment of Commerce. 

Conveniently located in the bug. 
ness centers of the United Sta 
the Field Offices are staffed with 
foreign trade specialists who 
constantly abreast of developments 
in the United States and abroad 
Aided by the current informatign 
and publications sent to them reg. 
ularly from Washington, they are 
well equipped to serve world traders 
in their communities. 


Supplementing these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
900 cooperative offices—local cham- 
bers of commerce and other busi- 
ness organizations—w hich have 
been furnished with Department of 
Commerce publications, reference 
material, and other information, for 
use by businessmen. 

The addresses of the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices follow: 


Albuquerque N. Mex., Room 321 Post Office 
ld 


Bidg. 

—— 5, Ga., Peachtree and Seventh &t. 

ldg. 

Boston 9, Mass., 1416 U. S. Post Office and 
Courthouse Bidg. 

Buffalo 3, N. Y., 117 Ellicott St. 

Charleston 4, 8. C., Area 2, Sergeant Jasper 
Bldg., West End Broad St. 

Cheyenne, Wyo., 307 Federal Office Bldg. 

Chicago 6, Ill., 226 W. Jackson Blvd. 

Cincinnati 2, Ohio, 442 U. S. Post Office and 
Courthouse. 

Cleveland 14, Ohio, 1100 Chester Ave. 

Dallas 2, Tex., 1114 Commerce St. 

Denver 2, Colo., 142 New Customhouse. 

Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bldg. 

El Paso, Tex., Chamber of Commerce Bldg 

Houston 2, Tex., 430 Lamar Ave. 

Jacksonville 1, Fla., 425 Federal + 

Kansas City 6, Mo., Federal Office Bidg. 

Los Angeles 15, Calif., 1031 S. Broadway 

Memphis 3, Tenn., 229 Federal Bidg. 

Miami 32, Fla., 300 NE. First Ave. 

Minneapolis 1, Minn., 319 Metropolitan 
Bldg. 

New Orleans 12, La., 333 St. Charles Ave. 

New York 17, N. Y., 110 E. 45th St. 

Philadelphia 7, Pa., 1015 Chestnut St 

Phoenix, Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave. 

Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 107 Sixth St 

Portland 4, Oreg., 217 Old U. S. Courthouse 

Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. 

Richmond 20, Va., 900 Lombardy St. 

St. Louis 1, Mo., 910 New Federal Bldg. 

Salt Lake City 1, Utah, 222 S.W. Temple 8t. 

San Francisco 11, Calif., Room 419 Custom- 
house 

Savannah, Ga., 235 U. S. Courthouse and 
Post Office Bldg 

Seattle 4, Wash., 909 First Ave 


For local telephone numbers consult 
U. S. Government section of phone book. 








Harold C. McClellan, Assistant 
Secretary for International Affairs 
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Agricultural Prospects Bright 
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Australia Faces Oversea Trade Deficit 


Preliminary official statistics reveal a deficit of some A£68 million 
(AS1=US$2.24) in Australia’s balance-of-merchandise trade for the 
r ended June 30, 1955, compared with last year’s export surplus of 


about A£146.7 million. 


This is the second annual deficit in oversea trade since 1945-46. The 


other one was in 1951-52, when the 
deficit reached the record figure of 
Af378 million and resulted in the 
imposition of more rigid import re- 
strictions. 

During 1954-55, total imports 
amounted to A£843.4 million and ex- 
ports to A£775.4 million, a rise of 
Af161.8 million in imports and a drop 
of A£82.9 million in export income 
compared with the preceding year. 

The additional import restrictions 
imposed last March are beginning to 
be reflected in trade figures, since ex- 
ports exceeded imports by A£1.6 mil 
lion in July. With the new wool 
season starting at the end of August, 
the prospects are good that Australia 
will again achieve a favorable bal- 
ance-of-merchandise trade and may 
be able to ease import restrictions 
during the fiscal year. 


Agricultural Outlook Good 


Weather conditions in Australia 
continue to be exceptionally favorable 
for overall agricultural production and 
prospects are excellent for a high- 
level outturn of wool, wheat, meats, 
and dairy products. With record sheep 
numbers, wool production in 1955-56 
is expected to equal at least the 1,331 
million pounds forecast in early July, 
compared with production of 1,288 
million pounds in 1954-55. Another 
good season for fat lamb production 
is indicated. Cattle numbers are at 
or near record levels and continued 
high production of beef and dairy 
products appears likely for the next 
6 months. 

The outlook continues good for large 
winter grain crops, particularly wheat, 
which may yield some 30 million 
bushels more than in 1954-55. 


The marketing situation and out- 
look are less favorable than that of 
production. In an effort to bolster 
sales of agricultural products in the 
United Kingdom—the major market 
for virtually all farm products—the 
Government announced in July a pro- 
gram for the expenditure of A£266,000 
to meet the immediate advertising 
needs for important export items such 
as dairy products, eggs, fruit, and 
canned meats. This campaign re- 
flects the concern of the Government 
and producers’ organizations over 
difficulties encountered in marketing 
many products. The July semiannual 
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meeting of the Agricultural Council 
(Federal and State Ministers of Agri- 
culture) emphasized export trade and 
the necessity of reducing production 
costs to make Australian products 
more competitive in the world mar- 
kets. 


Cost of Living Up 


The Government in July reduced 
the subsidy on dairy products—the 
farm products most heavily subsidized 
—from A£15.7 million in 1954-55 to 
Af£14.5 million in 1955-56. This is a 
first step in a program intended to 
reduce and finally eliminate this 
subsidy. The subsidy reduction was 
accompanied by an increase in the 
retail price of butter on the local 
market from 4s. 1d. ($0.45) to 4s. 5d. 
($0.49) per pound. 


The retail price index in Australia 
for the June quarter reveals increases 
in the cost of living in all States, 
ranging from 0.5 percent in Queens- 
land to 2.1 percent in Western Aus- 
tralia, over the preceding quarter. 

The problem of price rises has be- 
come serious in all States, even in 
Queensland and South Australia, the 
only States which had not lifted all 
price controls. The State Govern- 
ments, except Victoria, are now con- 
sidering the reimposition of price 
controls on articles affecting the cost 
of living. Price control orders on cer- 
tain essentials are expected soon. 


The recent steady rise in the cost 
of living has added to the resentment 
of organized labor over the suspension 
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in 1953 of quarterly cost-of-living ad- 
justments in the basic wage. Agita- 
tion is increasing for resumption of 
these adjustments. 

The Premier of New South Wales 
has called for a study on the re- 
introduction of the wage adjustments 
for workers under State awards which, 
if granted, would be the first impor- 
tant break in the wage picture since 
the Commonwealth Arbitration Court 
suspended the adjustments. Since 40 
percent of the workers in New South 
Wales are under State awards, in- 
creases in their basic wages would 
create pressure on the Federal Gov- 
ernment to grant similar increases to 
workers under Federal awards. It 
would also possibly touch off another 
wage-price spiral unless reimposed 
price control systems in each State 
are made more effective than usual 
in keeping down living costs. 

Perhaps the most significant feature 
of the past 12 months has been the 
marked increase in interest on the 
part of oversea firms in investment 
in Australia. 


In addition to U. S. oil companies 
and motor manufacturers, which have 
been rapidly increasing their plant in- 
vestment, a considerable number of 
other important oversea firms have 
taken steps to develop their activities 
in Australia. Also important is the 
general recognition and approval with 
which this activity is being received 
in Australian business, banking, and 
Government circles. During the past 
few months frequent reference has 
been made by business and other lead- 
ers in public statements to the need 
for oversea investment and to the im- 
portance of creating conditions to at- 
tract more of it. 

Automobile Firm Expands 


General Motors-Holden, Ltd., manu- 
facturer of the first all-Australian 
car, the Holden, has announced an 
expansion program costing A£21.6 mil- 
lion designed to increase output from 
65,000 to 100,000 units annually by 
1958. This investment, which will be 
financed entirely by undistributed 
profiits, is in addition to the A£7.25 
million expansion started last August 
and will bring the company’s post- 
war expenditure on new plants and 
facilities to A£47.75 million. The an- 
nual report of the company for the 
calendar year 1954 shows record pro- 
duction, sales, and profits. Total sales 
amounted to nearly A£70 million, in- 
cluding about 54,800 Holden and over 
19,000 other motor vehicle units. 


(Continued on Page 23) 
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Bolivia Stresses Agricultural Development 


The Bolivian Ministry of Agriculture has requested the United Nations 
to increase the number of agricultural specialists working in Bolivia 
with the United Nations Technical Assistance Mission. 

In particular, specialists in coffee and wool production, and veterinary 
specialists competent to combat hoof-and-mouth disease have been re- 


quested. The Ministry has announced 
a plan to expand coffee production, 
both in the mountain valley area 
known as the Yungas and in the com- 
parative lowlands of the Department 
of Santa Cruz, so that within 5 years 
Boliva could export coffee beans. 
Present Bolivian coffee production 
barely covers domestic consumption. 

Early in June the press reported the 
successful harvesting of an experi- 
mental crop of Virginia-type tobacco 
in the vicinity of Santa Cruz, and the 
planned expansion of tobacco pro- 
duction. In 1954, Bolivia imported 252 
tons of American tobacco, valued at 
$262,949, principally for use in the 
manufacture of a popular brand of 
Bolivian cigarettes. Domestic produc- 
tion of dark tobaccos—not considered 
competitive with American varieties— 
was estimated at 965 tons in 1954. 

Bolivian army conscripts are being 
employed temporarily as cotton pick- 
ers on commercial cotton plantations 
in the labor-short Santa Cruz area. 
The soldiers—previously without ex- 
perience in cotton fields—averaged 60 
pounds of cotton per day for which 
they were paid 17 bolivianos per 
pound. An agreement is under con- 
sideration for bringing, over a 5-year 
period, 1,000 Japanese families into 
the underpopulated Santa Cruz area 
to engage in agriculture. 

Bolivia’s supply of farm tractors 
practically doubled during the first 
half of 1955 when approximately 250 
farm tractors and additional equip- 
ment such as plows, discs, harrows, 
cultivators, and seeders were imported 
from England under the credit pro- 
visions of the Markus contract. 

Cacao To Be Exported 


An American firm has applied for 
authorization to export approximately 
30,000 pounds of Bolivian-produced 
cacao to England. This firm report- 
edly also is planning to export Bo- 
livian crude rubber and Brazil nuts. 

Flower and vegetable seed import 
has been prohibited as a means of 
protecting the Cochabamba nursery 
industry which is said to be adequate 
for domestic requirements. To sup- 
port this nursery, the Bolivian Gov- 
ernment has allocated 10 million bo- 
livianos to purchase 30 percent of its 
seed production for distribution by 
the Bolivian Ministry of Agriculture. 

The Ministry of Economy and the 
Central Bank of Bolivia have allo- 
cated $730,000 for the import of auto- 
motive spare parts. Lack of spare parts 
is the principal reason for the with- 
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drawal from service of an estimated 
40 percent of La Paz taxicabs. The 
taxi shortage has been further ag- 
gravated by the increasing prices of 
automobiles. The taxi drivers’ union 
has proposed that the Government 
import new automobiles for sale di- 
rect to taxi drivers on long-term 
credit, with the stipulation that the 
vehicle cannot be retired from taxi 
service for 3 or 4 years. The newspaper 
Ultima Hora published on June 23 
a notice of application by the La Paz 
firm of Selim Chacur for permission 
to reexport 300 automobiles. 


Press reports state that the special 
gasoline tax of 5 bolivianos per liter, 
effective March 23, already has yielded 
250 million bolivianos. These funds are 
for use in the Bolivian Government’s 
expanded road-improvement program 
and to defray the local currency ex- 
penditures of the recently organized 
Servicio Inter-americano de Vialidad 
(Inter-American Highway Service) 
which will operate under the admin- 
istrative direction of the U. S. Opera- 
tions Mission to Bolivia. 


Chilean and Bolivian authorities are 
studying a proposal to link Oruro with 
the port of Iquique by highway. The 
Chilean Government has already al- 
located 30 million Chilean pesos for 
the Chilean section of the road, but 
no estimate of the cost of the Bolivian 
section has been announced. The road 
would be used for truck transport of 
Bolivian minerals from the Oruro area 
to the Pacific coast. Appreciable trans- 
portation costs could thus be saved 
as present rail freight costs are par- 
tially payable in dollars. 


Also under study is the feasibility 
of constructing a highway along the 
right-of-way of the proposed oil pipe- 
line from Bolivia to the Chilean port 
of Arica. 


The Bolivian Government has ac- 
quired a new official radio transmitter 
which will be available to the public 
under prescribed conditions. This sta- 
tion is expected to begin regular con- 
tact with the official Government 
radio services of Argentina and Peru 
and later with other South American 
countries. 

Late in June the Peruvian members 
of the Bolivian-Peruvian commission 
to study the construction of a railroad 
from Puno, Peru, to Guaqui, Bolivia, 
and the use of Lake Titicaca water for 
irrigation and power generation ar- 
rived in La Paz. The commission ex- 


pected to finish its preliminary wor, 
and formulate its recommendations 
by mid-July. 

YPFB, the Bolivian Government pe- 
troleum agency, has brought in the 
first well, “Toro No. 1,” approxima 
25 kilometers from the previously es. 
tablished Bermejo camp. The wel] 
had an initial flow of from 60,09 
to 70,000 liters per day, which hag 
settled to a steady production of 56,009 
liters daily. 

YPFB’s barter agreement with the 
Chilean steel mill (Compania de 
Acero del Pacifico), signed last Octo- 
ber, is to be expanded to allow de. 
liveries of Bolivian gasoline to a 
maximum of 1,650,000 liters a month, 
This limitation is imposed by available 
tank-car capacity. In return Bolivia 
will receive additional Chilean steel) 
products. Bolivian deliveries of gas- 
oline have met or exceeded the quan- 
tities stipulated by the existing agree- 
ment, but deliveries of Chilean stee] 
have fallen behind the _ schedules 
specified, because of technical diffi- 
culties in the Chilean steel mill 
Bolivia expects approximately 2,850,- 
000 kilograms of Chilean steel prod- 
ucts in 1955. 


Gasoline Shipped 

In early June the first shipments of 
Bolivian gasoline were made to Para- 
guay. The agreement signed with 
Paraguay provides for the exchange 
of up to $150,000 worth of Bolivian 
petroleum derivatives and other prod- 
ucts for Paraguayan goods—principal- 
ly raw cotton—of equivalent value. 

As of June 18, 87 kilometers of right- 
of-way of the pipeline from Cocha- 
bamba to Oruro and La Paz, was 
ready, 53 kilometers of pipe had been 
laid, and 20 kilometers of the pipe 
welded. Work on other parts of the 
pipeline project—constructionof 
pumping stations and storage tanks— 
is proceeding satisfactorily. 

Two American geologists have been 
in Bolivia to make a survey of the com- 
mercial possibilities of the Mutun iron 
deposits which are situated on the 
Brazilian border in the Bolivian Prov- 
ince of Chiquitos, Department of San- 
ta Cruz, about 25 kilometers south of 
Puerto Suarez. Until the possibilities 
of Mutun have been fully determined 
by a thorough study, the Bolivian 
Government is not planning to seek 
arrangements for development of the 
area. 


In June, the Minister of Mines and 
Bolivian engineers visited the “Cov- 
endo Triangle,” located at the junc- 
tion of the departmental boundaries 
of La Paz, Cochabamba, and the Beni, 
to verify reported deposits of radio- 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


Danish Exports Show Cuban Government Action Helps 
Employment, Purchasing Power 


The general tempo of Cuban economic activity slowed seasonally in 
July, but most trade and production volumes compared favorably with 


10 Percent Increase 


Danish exports valued at 3,492.3 mil- 
ion crowns in the first half of 1955 
were 10 percent greater than those in 
January-June 1954, while imports in- 
ereased to 3,999.5 million crowns, less 
than. 4 percent. In consequence, the 
semiannual import surplus fell from 
675.6 million crowns to 507.2 million 
crowns. This contributed materially 
to the trend toward betterment in the 
panish foreign-exchange situation, 
now beginning to become apparent. 


Industrial products were particu- 
larly prominent among increased ex- 
ports; increases were most noteworthy 
for aircraft and diesel motors, hoist- 
ing equipment, textile machinery, re- 
frigerating equipment, radio parts and 
miscellaneous items, while exports of 
electric cells and batteries and of 
metalworking machines receded. 

A 63-million-crown increase was 
shown in bacon and other pork ex- 
ports, but beef and butter exports 
were less in 1955 than in the corre- 
sponding 1954 period. Agricultural ex- 
ports increased by only 170 million 
crowns, compared with 229 million 
for industrial goods. Fishery products 
contributed 5 million crowns and mis- 
cellaneous items over 14 million to 
the total export increase of 318 mil- 
lion crowns. Agricultural products 
comprised about 58 percent of all ex- 
ports in the first half of 1955—61 per- 
cent in the first half of 1954—and the 
respective shares of industrial prod- 
ucts were 37 percent and 34 percent. 


Mechanical Equipment Up Notably 


Exports of mechanical equipment 
to Spain and the Netherlands were 
most prominent; those to West Ger- 
many, Sweden, and Finland also in- 
creased. 

The increase in exports of dairy 
products to West Germany—up 113 
million crowns—and live animals—up 
70 million crowns—together with a 
58-million-crown increase in meat ex- 
ports to the United Kingdom, were 
largely responsible for the showing 
made by agricultural products. A drop 
of 142 million crowns in dairy product 
exports to the United Kingdom was 
an adverse factor; total dairy-product 
exports were off 86 million crowns. 

Exports to the Soviet bloc were most 
disappointing in the first half of 1955. 
Meat exports to the U. S. S. R. de- 
clined from 38 million to 16 million 
crowns and dairy products from 72 
Million to 2 million. Meat exports to 
Czechoslovakia fell from 33 million to 
11 million crowns, and dairy products 
to East Germany dropped from 36 
Million to 11 million crowns, while 
total exports to the Soviet bloc in Eu- 
rope declined from 261 million crowns 
to 122 million crowns. 
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the corresponding month last year. 


The compensatory spending of the Government was expanded 


and 


continued to provide a major support to employment and the purchas- 


ing power. 


The private construction boom ap- 
peared to be waning, but the continu- 
ing high activity constituted an im- 
portant stimulating element. 

The adjournment of the U. S. Con- 
gress before the enactment of new 
sugar legislation boosted business con- 
fidence, despite uncertainties as to the 
all-important sugar-marketing situ- 
ation next year. 


The National Bank’s internal credit 
expansion, initiated last year as a key 
step in leveling off the general eco- 
nomic contraction, was resumed mod- 
erately in July after a 3-month 
breathing spell. Bank clearings in July 
were substantially above the corre- 
sponding month last year. Revenue 
collections continued to be relatively 
satisfactory, indicating an apparent 
small gain in national income relative 
to last year. 


Motorcar Sales Increase 


Retail sales approximately equaled 
those in July 1954, and for the 7 
months ended July 31 they were a few 
percentage points ahead of the level 
attained for the like period of 1954. 
Motorcar sales in July and the 7- 
month period increased 5 percent and 
50 percent, respectively, and truck 
sales, though down 3 percent in July, 
were doubled in the first 7 months of 
1955. 

July 1955 sales of household and in- 
dustrial electrical equipment increased 
10 percent, compared with the pre- 
ceding July, and sales for the 7 months 
rose 15 percent. Heavy construction 
machinery sales in July equaled those 
of July 1954, and the 7-month total 
sales were higher. Agricultural ma- 
chinery sales were down 15 percent 
and 10 percent, respectively. 

Cuban sugar exports in the first 7 
months of 1955 were approximately 
2,775,000 Spanish long tons, as com- 
pared with 2,590,000 Spanish long tons 
in the like period of 1954. Shipments 
to the United States in the 1955 pe- 
riod equaled approximately 1,482,000 
Spanish long tons, as compared with 
1,675,000 Spanish long tons in the 1954 
period. By the end of July, Cuba had 
produced 226,700,956 gallons of high- 
test molasses, obtained from 528,373,- 
492 arrobas (1 arroba=25.36 pounds) 
of sugarcane. 


Textile production was generally 
satisfactory in July. Cotton weaving 





mills were operating at the same level 
as they were in 1954. Rayori weaving 
mills were producing 10 to 15 percent 
more goods than in July 1954 and 
were operating continuously since the 
first of the year at about 80 percent 
of capacity. 

Production of rayon tire cord yarn, 
tire fabric, and rayon staple was at 
full capacity in July, unchanged from 
the preceding month or the like 
month of 1954. Reports from lingerie, 
hosiery, and apparel manufacturers, 
however, indicated conditions unsatis- 
factory to fair. Wholesale sales of 
textiles and textile products, particu- 
larly imported varieties, were 15 to 20 
percent less than for the like month 
of 1954. 

Milling of copper ore on a customs 
basis was begun in July, the first such 
activity in Cuba’s mining history, thus 
providing for the first time a domestic 
market for crude copper ore. Mean- 
while, another of Cuba’s old copper 
mines came into production, bring- 
ing to 5 the number of such mines 
recently activated which had been 
closed for a decade or more. Cuba’s 
production of copper concentrate in 
July was approximately 12 percent 
above the amount for July last year. 

Two of the newly reactivated mines 
also are producing zinc concentrate— 
400 tons a month—which never before 
was produced in Cuba. Manganese, 
chrome, and iron-pyrite production 
improved, and iron mines which were 
closed at this time a year ago showed 
activity. Productive capacity of Cuba’s 
nickel plant continued to expand. 

Approximately 18,000 feet of oil wells 
were drilled in Cuba in July, a de- 
crease of 10,000 feet from the preceding 
month but well ahead of the footage 
drilled in July 1954. Twenty-four rigs 
were active, as compared with only 3 
rigs in July 1954. Cuba produces ap- 
proximately 1,200 barrels of oil a day. 

Building permits valued at 4.4 mil- 
lion pesos were issued in Havana Prov- 
ince in July, less than the June total 
of 5.7 million pesos but equal to the 
figure for July 1954. Production at the 
Mariel cement plant totaled 210,700 
barrels, and sales amounted to 217,- 
500 barrels. Of this amount, Govern- 
ment contractors purchased 44,236 
barrels, and 22,358 barrels were sold 
directly to the Cuban Government. 
Imports amounted to 242,962 barrels. 


(Continued on Page 6) 
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Southern Iraq Business 
Quiet; Date Crop Poor 


Retail trade activity in Basra, Iraq, 
in July was unexpectedly dull; com- 
paratively little cash business was 
done. Banking activity was limited 
principally to credit transactions and 
rediscounting of commercial bills. 

The outlook for August, however, 
was more favorable, occasioned by the 
Iraq Government loan of 250,000 Iraqi 
dinars to the Iraq Date Trading Co., 
which will be utilized for local pay- 
ments to growers and packers for the 
1954 crop. 

Though retail trade was _ slack, 
wholesale prices of staples and local 
produce, with the exception of onions 
and rice, exhibited a moderate upward 
trend. White, washed wool showed a 
sharp price rise from 270 Iraqi dinars 
a long ton in June to 380 dinars in 
July. 

Credits opened in July for imports 
from abroad emphasized trucks and 
automotive spares, refrigerators, and 
pharmaceuticals from the United 
States; copper wire, toiletries, piece 
goods, clothing, and machinery from 
the United Kingdom; household uten- 
sils, textiles, and clothing from Japan; 
and stockings, diesel compressors, 
pumps, and clothing from Germany. 
Banking sources were of the opinion 
that piece-goods importers may have 
overbought medium-weight textiles in 
anticipation of the coming winter sea- 
son. 


Date Prospects Unfavorable 

Prospects for the coming date sea- 
son are not favorable, with a 70,000- 
ton surplus of dates unsold and a 
poor quality crop anticipated. Hallawi 
dates, the variety traditionally ex- 
ported to the United States and Can- 
ada, are considered far below usual 
quality. Most of the dates on the 
older trees will be unsuitable for the 
American market, whereas the dates 
on the younger trees will not ripen 
until October, thereby missing the 
important Thanksgiving market in the 
United States. 

Even if normal requirements abroad 
are met, a surplus of 20,000 tons of 
dates is anticipated. Negotiations with 
the British and German Governments 
are continuing in an effort to sell 
surplus dates for use as cattle feed — 
Cons., Basra. 





World export of fats, oils, and oil- 
seeds during 1955 were forecast at 7.2 
million short tons oil equivalent, the 
Foreign Agricultural Service reports. 

This tonnage would approximate 
the record 7.25 million tons estimated 
to have been traded in 1954 and would 
exceed the prewar average by almost 
10 percent. 


Cuban Government... 


(Continued from Page 5) 


A newly formed Cuban company, 
Corporacion Intercontinental de 
Hoteles, S.A., purchased the interest 
of the Kirkeby Hotels Corp. in the 
Hotel Nacional, one of Havana’s lead- 
ing tourist hotels. The new corpora- 
tion contracted with the Interconti- 
nental Hotel Corp., a subsidiary of 
Pan American Airways, to undertake 
the enterprise’s management. 


Bank Workers Strike 


Bank workers went on strike to pro- 
test the banks’ failure to negotiate a 
new contract. The Bank Workers Fed- 
eration demanded a new contract to 
include a 20-percent wage increase, 
revision of the list of nonorganizable 
confidential employees, $5,000 group 
life insurance, double pay on vaca- 
tions, and other benefits. The Min- 
ister of Labor issued on July 22 a res- 
olution reinstating the expired con- 
tract for 6 months and ordering all 
workers back to their jobs. During the 
6 months the Ministry will try to bring 
the parties to an understanding. 

The National Bank’s balance for July 
31 showed Cuba’s international re- 
serves at $513.2 million, down about 
2 percent. The volume of peso notes 
in circulation continued to contract 
Slightly for the third consecutive 
month, and stood at 416.7 million at 
the end of July. The contraction in 
note circulation was offset by an in- 
crease in the National Bank’s re- 
serve-liable deposits, as centralized 
reserves of the private banks and de- 
posits in State account moved moder- 
ately upward, and the official reserve 
ratio fell in proportion to the drop 
in international reserves—from 176.7 
to 75.1 percent. 


Credit Moves Upward 


Net internal credit creation by the 
National Bank, which had been neg- 
ative in both May and June, turned 
upward again in July, the total mov- 
ing from 97.3 million to 109.9 million 
pesos. Rediscounts and other credits 
to banks increased from 41.9 million 
to 49.0 million and direct advances 
to the State, secured by Treasury 
notes, increased from 3 million to 8 
million. Fundamentally, the National 
Bank’s credit policy is still expansion- 
ary, although less markedly so than 
it was in the latter half of 1954 and 
the early months of the present year. 

Provisional data indicate that total 
deposits in commercial banks moved 
downward 1 percent in July to a level 
of 761.1 million pesos and that bank 
loans and discounts decreased by the 
same proportion to 438.6 million. Some 
seasonal decline in deposits and loans 
is usual. The availability of bank credit 
remains generally adequate. Prelim- 
inary reports indicate that draft col- 
lections continue to be fairly satis- 


— 


factory. July clearings, exclusive 
official transactions, totaled 365 mj. 
lion pesos, about 15 percent above 
July 1954, although seasonally 
the levels of the past few months. 
Indications are that receipts and ex. 
penditures were nearly in balance jp 
July. Internal-revenue collections were 
substantially above the like mon 
last year, according to the Director 
General of Taxes, and continued to 
reflect some relative improvement ip 
national income. Havana customs ¢oj. 
lections, however, were markedly be- 
low July 1954, indicating that the im. 
port value was down from the 41-mij- 
lion-peso level in July last year. Im- 
ports in the first half of 1955 appeared 
to be up slightly, as compared with 
the corresponding period of 1954. 


Investment Program Expands 

The Government’s public invest- 
ment program, financed largely by 
public bond issue under the 4-year, 
350-million-peso economic and social 
development plan, continued to ex- 
pand in July. Allocations against the 
100 million pesos authorized for the 
plan in fiscal 1955-56 totaled more 
than 41 million by the end of the 
month. Major items were 20 million 
pesos for the construction and equip- 
ping of public schools, 8 million for 
continuation of the port-improvement 
program, 6 million for construction 
and repair of tax, post, and telegraph 
offices, 3 million for construction work 
on public hospitals, 2 million to pro- 
vide additional financing for Cia, 
Cubana de Aviacion, and 1.5 million 
for the continuation of work on the 
Central Highway entering Havana 
from the east. Employment-creating 
public-works projects continue to re- 
ceive the major share of development 
plan funds, but the newer allocations 
mark a shift in emphasis from high- 
way and street construction to public 
buildings. 

The official Economic and Social 
Development Bank (BANDES) was 
granted concessions in July to develop 
two major, self-liquidating projects, to 
be financed by an issue of BANDES 
bonds. One of these projects is a 30- 
million-peso maritime terminal, on 
the State-owned, largely unused Cayo 
Cruz Peninsula in Havana Harbor, 
which would provide a useful expan- 
sion of port facilities. 


The other project is a 22-million- 
peso, 70-kilometer toll highway t 
link Matanzas with the Via Blanca, 
leading into Havana, which would 
open the coastal area for tourism and 
other development and would reduce 
substantially the travel time between 
Havana and Matanzas, Cardenas, and 
Varadero. Furtherance of these proj- 
ects is dependent on finding contrac- 
tors who are able to make necessary 
financing arrangements, including 
acceptance of payment in_ the 
BANDES bonds.—Emb., Havana. 
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Colombian Newsprint 
Imports Reclassified 


The Colombian import group class- 
ification of newsprint has _ been 
changed for purposes of the exchange 
stamp tax (Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
Mar. 21, 1955, p. 9). 

Newsprint now is to be retained 
under the preferential group only 
when prior authorization for import 
has been granted by Empresa Nacional 
de Publicaciones, a new Government 
agency established for the purpose of 
publishing the official gazette and 
other assigned publications. 

Formerly all newsprint was classi- 
fied under the preferential group, but 
imports lacking this authorization is 
now to be classified under the group 
II list—durable or semidurable goods 
essential for the development of the 
country. 


Imports appearing under the pref- 
erential group are subject to an ex- 
change stamp tax of only 3 percent 
of their c. i. f. value and are eligible 
for official exchange at the rate of 
2.50 pesos to the dollar, as compared 
with the free exchange rate of 4.05 
pesos to the dollar on August 26, 1955. 

Imports classified under the group 
II list are subject to an exchange 
stamp tax of 30 percent of their c. i. f. 
value and must be paid for at the free 
market rate of exchange. 

The new system of classification 
was put into effect by decree No. 
2279 of August 25—Emb., Bogota. 

Jamaica’s butter imports reached 
almost 2.2 million pounds in 1954, cost- 
ing a total of $986,000, the Foreign 
Agricultural Service reports. 











France Fixes Foreign 
Film Quota at 138 


France has fixed at 138 the 
quota number of foreign feature- 
length films in dubbed French 
language version eligible for ex- 
hibition in the French Union in 
the pericd July 1, 1955-June 30, 
1956. 

This quota is for the same 
number as were quotas estab- 
lished in the past 3 years. 

Films that won awards at the 
International Film Festival at 
Cannes may receive distribution 
authorizations outside the quota, 
and supplementary authoriza- 
tions may be granted for films 
produced in a country favoring 
distribution of French films in 
its territory—Emb., Paris. 
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Deadline Set for Claims Against 
Germany for Return of Property 


Claims of United Nations nationals against Germany for the re- 
turn or restoration of property subject to wartime discriminatory 
treatment must be filed on or before May 5, 1956. 

These claims must be filed with the Bundesamt fuer die Pruefung 
auslaendischer Rueckgabe-und Wiederherstellung-sansprueche Rosen- 


burg, Bonn, Germany. 


This deadline for filing is set under 
the provisions of chapter 10 of the 
Convention on the Settlement of Mat- 
ters Arising Out of the War and the 
Occupation. 


Pertinent provisions of this Conven- 
tion, as amended, are as follows: 


“1. Insofar as this has not already 
been done the Federal Republic will 
take all steps necessary to ensure that 
the nations, persons, and companies 
referred to in paragraph 3 of this 
article shall be able to secure the re- 
turn of their property in its present 
condition and the restoration of their 
rights and interests in the Federal ter- 
ritory to the extent to which such 
property, rights, or interests suffered 
discriminatory treatment. The prop- 
erty, rights, and interests of the na- 
tions, persons, and companies referred 
to in paragraph 3 shall be freed by the 
Federal Republic from all encum- 
brances and charges of any kind to 
which they may have become subject 
as a result of discriminatory treat- 
ment. No costs shall be imposed either 
in connection with the return or res- 
toration or with the removal of en- 
cumbrances or charges. Equitable 
conditions may, however, be imposed 
to prevent the unjust enrichment of 
any nation, person, or company re- 
ferred to in paragraph 3. 


“2. On entry into force of the pres- 
ent Convention, the Federal Republic 
shall establish and give adequate pub- 
licity to the procedure described in the 
annex to this chapter for the filing 
and consideration of claims based 
on the provisions of this article and for 
the satisfaction of awards based on 
such claims. Such claims shall be filed 
within 12 months from the establish- 
ment of such procedure. The Federal 
Republic also shall make available as 
far as possible all information con- 
cerning the administration by custo- 
dians of property, rights, or interests 
to any interested party who may re- 
quest it. 


“3. The foilowing shall be entitled 
to claim under the provisions of this 
article: United Nations and their na- 
tionals, the successors of such na- 
tionals, and companies organized 
under German law in which United 
Nations nationals own participation, 
provided that such nationals or, ex- 
cept in the case of direct successors 





by inheritance or testamentary dis- 
position, their successors were United 
Nations nationals at the date of the 
discriminatory treatment. 

“4. The term ‘discriminatory treat- 
ment’ as used in this article shall 
mean action of all kinds applied be- 
tween September 1, 1939, and May 8, 
1945, to any property, rights, or inter- 
ests as a result of any exceptional 
measures which were not applicable 
generally to all non-German prop- 
erty, rights, or interests, and giving 
rise to prejudice, deprivation, or im- 
pairment without the free consent of 
the interested parties and without ade- 
quate compensation. Anything done 
or omitted under the German Ordi- 
nance on the Treatment of Enemy 
Properties of January 15, 1940, or any 
amendment thereto, or any other regu- 
lations having a similar purpose, may 
be held to amount to discriminatory 
treatment even though within the 
scope of such ordinance, amendments, 
or regulations, if it appears that in- 
jury to foreign property, rights, or 
interests resulted therefrom, and the 
injury inflicted could have been avoid- 
ed without infringing such ordinance, 
amendments, or regulations. 

“5. The provisions of this article 
are not applicable to claims dealt 
with under chapter 3, Internal Resti- 
tution, and chapter 4, Compensation 
for Victims of Nazi Persecution, of the 
present Convention. 

“8. The provisions of this article are 
not intended to cover compensation 
for loss or damage to property, rights, 
or interests due to discriminatory 
treatment or resulting indirectly or 
directly from the war by any other 
means, but shall not affect the right 
of any of the United Nations to ad- 
vance during negotiation for a peace 
settlement any claim for compensa- 
tion of this nature with respect to 
its own or its nationals’ property, 
rights, or interests.” 

Applications for return or restor- 
ation of property must be made in ae- 
cordance with provisions of the annex 
to chapter 10, section 2, as follows: 

“1. Applications for return or resto- 
ration shall be made in writing, or by 
oral statement to be recorded, to the 
Federal Higher Authority. 

“2. Applications shall include: First 
name, last name, and address of the 


(Continued on Page 10) 
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New Egyptian Measures Affect Trade of 
U. S.; Dollar Imports at Disadvantage 


The Egyptian Government on Sep- 
tember 1, enacted a series of financial 
regulations of importance to U. S. 
traders. 


©The first retains the import-en- 
titlement account system for dollar 
imports, while abolishing it for ster- 
ling and German mark imports. 


This action was taken in view of 
the recently concluded financial agree- 
ment between Great Britain and 
Egypt providing for the release of 
blocked sterling over the next 8 years. 

eA new 7-percent ad valorem import 
tax is to be instituted on all imports, 
of whatever origin, with the exception 
of raw materials, equipment intended 
for economic development projects, 
and books and publications. 

@eThe cotton export tax, in tallaris 
per kantar, is to be reduced for some 
grades of cotton as follows (1 tallari 


of 20 piasters—US$0.57; 1 kantar= 
99.048 pounds): 

Grade Export taz 
DE \‘Sietbonneee teens estertbas oe 15.20 to 8.20 
Dt «cps vbiiehthieesedennwe? ox 15.20 to 8.20 
jj oh nedheeegn dededtue teow 10.20 to 2.20 
 & eS errs eee 10.20 to 2.20 


Dollar Imports Handicapped 


In view of the agreement with Great 
Britain future sales of U. S. products 
in competition with similar sterling 
or German mark products will be 
handicapped by about a 12-percent 
price disadvantage in the Egyptian 
market. Continued sales of U. S. 
goods to Egyptian customers will be 
influenced by Egypt’s ability to mar- 
ket its exports, particularly of cotton, 
for dollars. 


The Egyptian-British financial 
agreement provides that an additional 
£5 million be released to the Egyptian 
Government this year, £20 million to 
be released annually for the next 5 
years, £10 million to be released in 
1961 and in 1962, and any remaining 
balance to be released in 1963. Egypt’s 
blocked sterling account had been 





Greece-Finland Agreement 
Sets Trade at $9 Million 


An exchange of trade valued at 
$4.5 million in each direction is called 
for in an agreement between Greece 
and Finland as renewed for an addi- 
tional year by a protocol signed on 
June 1. 

Greece will export to Finland leaf 
tobacco, currants, resins, raw skins, 
and miscellaneous agricultural and 
industrial products, and in return will 
import plywood, woodpulp, newsprint, 
and paper and paper products. 

The old agreement between the 
countries expired on May 31, 1955. 


about £135 million before this agree- 
ment went into effect. 

British products are to be excluded 
from the import-entitlement proce- 
dure, under which sterling for im- 
ports from the United Kingdom is 
auctioned to Egyptian importers at 
a premium, which has been about 10 
percent above the official exchange 
rate. Dollars for dollar imports cur- 
rently are auctioned at about a 12- 
percent premium. 

Another significant aspect of the 
agreement is Egypt’s intention to use 
the bulk of the sterling releases for 
economic development programs. 





Jamaica Restricts Import 
Of Nonleather Footwear 


Jamaica now prohibits import of 
women’s and children’s shoes made of 
composition soles and fabric or plastic 
uppers except under and in accord- 
ance with the terms of a permit to 
be granted by the Jamaica Trade 
Board. 

That type of footwear will now be 
subject to quota limitations in line 
with restrictions applied on import of 
leather or imitation leather footwear 
since 1952. 


Importers are requested to submit 
to the Jamaican Trade Administrator 
statements of their imports of such 
shoes from all sources in the fiscal 
years July 1-June 30, 1953, and 1954. 

The new restrictions were put into 
effect by proclamation No. 29, dated 
August 3.—Jamaican Official Gazette. 





Iraq Enacts New Law for 
Encouragement of Industry 


Iraq has enacted a new law for the 
purpose of encouraging the develop- 
ment of mechanized industry. 


This law, known as the Law for the 
Encouragement of Industrial Under- 
takings, No. 72 of 1955, replaces Law 
for the Encouragement of Industrial 
Schemes, No. 43 of 1950, and contains 
important modifications pertaining to 
tax exemptions and customs duties. 

Copies of the later law will be avail- 
able in the Department of Commerce’s 
World Trade Information Service 
Series, part 1, No. 55-89, and may be 
obtained from either the Superinten- 
dent of Documents, U. S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C., 
or from U. S. Department of Com- 
merce Field Offices—Emb., Baghdad. 





Jamaica’s dairy product imports in 
1954 amounted to more than $1.8 mil- 
lion, almost double the intake of 1953, 
the Foreign Agricultural Service re- 
ports. 


| 


Brazil Regulates Expor 
Of All Nonminerals 


New procedures have been estab. 
lished by Bolivia for issuing export 
permits for all domestic products ex. 
cept minerals. 

Permits are now to be issued by the 
Office of Exports (Oficina de Foment 
de las Exportaciones), a dependency 
of the Ministry of Economy (Minis. 
terio de Economia Nacional) (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, May 3, 1954, p. 4), 

That office also will establish quotas 
for exportable products, verify foreign 
market quotations for those products, 
and fix “remunerative” prices to be 
paid in local currency to producers 
or exporters of such products. 

Before an export permit may be 
issued foreign exchange covering the 
value of the shipment must be de- 
livered to the Central Bank of Bolivig 
(Banco Central de Bolivia) or an ir. 


revocable letter of credit must be 
opened with a local bank. 


In addition exports of game and 
forest products require a permit (guia 
de explotacion) from the Office of 
Forestry and Soil Conservation (La 
Direccion Forestal de Caza y Conser- 
vacion de Suelos). 


The new regulations were estab- 


lished by a Supreme decree of June 16. 
—Emb., La Paz. 





Korea Becomes Member 
Of IMF and IBRD 


The Republic of Korea on 
August 26 became a member of 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) and the Interna- 
tional Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development (IBRD), those 
institutions have announced. 

The quota for Korea in the 
International Monetary Fund is 
set at $12.5 million, and its sub- 
scription to capital stock of the 
Bank is 125 shares with a total 
par value of $12.5 million. 

The articles of agreement of 
the institutions were signed on 
August 26 in Washington on be- 
half of the Government of Korea 
by His Excellency, Dr. You Chan 
Yang, Ambassador for Korea in 
the United States. 


Fifty-eight nations are now 
members of the Fund and of the 
Bank. Admission of Korea 
brought the total of members’ 
quotas in the fund to $8,750,500,- 
000. The total subscribed capital 
of the Bank is now $9,050,500,000. 
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Dominicans Require New 
Cigarette Marking 


“Republica Dominicana” are 
the two words which the Do- 
minican Republic now requires 
pe inscribed on each cigarette 
jmported into the country. 

The name of this inscription 
was misspelled in the announce- 
ment of the new regulation ap- 
pearing in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, September 5, 1955, 
page 8. 











France Signs Trade 
Pacts, Conventions 


France in the second quarter of the 
year negotiated new trade agreements 
with various foreign countries and 
signed a series of conventions with 
Tunisia regulating the future status 
of that Protectorate. 

Trade agreements or similar ar- 
rangements, taking into consideration 
most of the recent trade-liberalization 
measures, were concluded and signed 
with countries participating in the 
Organization for European Economic 
Cooperation, as follows: 

Norway, April 4; Portugal, May 13; 
Italy, May 14; Sweden, June 1; Den- 
mark, June 3; Belgium-Luxembourg, 
June 6; Netherlands, June 9; Greece, 
June 28: and United Kingdom, May, 
27. 

All these agreements except those 
with Denmark, Greece, and the United 
Kingdom are effective for 1 year, ex- 
piring on March 31, 1956. The agree- 
ment with Greece will continue in 
effect until June 30, 1956, and that 
with Denmark was to be valid for 
the 6-month period April 1-Septem- 
ber 30, 1955. 


Among non-OEEC countries with 
which agreements were signed are 
Egypt, Lebanon, Israel, and Czecho- 
Slovakia. The agreement signed with 
Lebanon, on April 30, is the first 
bilateral agreement signed by France 
with that country since the war. The 
Egyptian agreement was signed on 
June 30, and the agreements with 
Israel and Czechoslovakia on May 16, 
and 25, respectively. 


Tunisian Authority Increased 

The Economic and Financial Con- 
vention with Tunisia, signed on June 
3, provides for progressively increas- 
ing local autonomy for the Protec- 
torate in monetary, trade, and finan- 
cial affairs within the framework of 
a customs and economics union with 
France. The basic monetary relation- 
ship under the franc area arrange- 
ment is not, however, substantially 
modified. 


Other provisions tend to protect the 
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Greece Raises Duties on Number of Items 
50 Percent; Limits Oil Company Profits 


Greece has increased by 50 percent 
its specific duties on a number of 
items—an action, put into force un- 
der legislation effective April 27, de- 
signed to bring back duties to the 
same incidence as existed before the 
currency devaluation of April 9. 

Exempted from the increase in 
duties are: 

eAll rates bound in the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT) which were previously in- 
creased by 50 percent in accordance 
with a general authorization given 
Greece by the Contracting Parties in 
October 1953. 

eAll items subject to ad valorem 
rates the incidence of which was un- 
changed by the devaluation. 

eAll items subject to alternative 
ad valorem rates which are applied 
when the specific duty does not ex- 
ceed the ad valorem duty. 

eWheat. 

eSugar, kerosene in bulk, diesel and 
fuel oil, gasoline, and white spirits, 
for which items adjustment was made 
by the imposition of consumption 
taxes. 


Oil Profits Limited 


Under the same legislation, pe- 
troleum companies and their distribu- 
tors or agents are not permitted to 
earn more profits than before April 27. 


Before that date profits were de- 
termined by the addition to each 
product of a percentage of its cost. 
Now, because costs are higher as a 
result of new consumption taxes, the 
percentage is to be applied to the cost 
price in effect before April 27. The 
profit is then added to the current 
cost, including consumption taxes, to 
determine the sales price. 


Greek consumption taxes on local 
and imported products, per kilogram, 
are as follows: 7 drachmas for naph- 
tha and diesel oil; 0.25 drachma for 
naphtha distillates; 6.5 drachmas for 
sugar and sugar content of imports; 
and 3 drachmas for gasoline, white 
spirits and bulk kerosene. 


Among items subject to the 50-per- 
cent increase in specific duties are: 


Live animals; fresh and preserved meat; 
some cheese; fats and butter; milk, except 
sterilized or condensed; shellfish; mullet; 
down; feathers; cereals, except wheat; flour, 
except wheat; pulse and starch substances, 
except kidney beans and lentils; dried fruits, 
except dates; dried vegetables; tomato puree. 

Tobacco; cotton oil; beeswax; paraffin wax; 
mineral oil residues; wax products; beer; vine- 
gar; glucose; livulose; maltose; honey; sirup; 
confectionery; hides and skins; shoes; slip- 





position of present and future French 
investments in Tunisia and guarantee 
French, Tunisian, and joint enter- 
prises continued preferential status in 
obtaining prospecting and operating 
permits and concessions.—Emb., Paris. 


ae hide and skin leather manufactures; 
eather gloves; furs and furskins. 

Purniture; wooden articles; resin; turpen- 
tine; wickerwork; asphalt; sulfur; coal; gs 
iron wares; iron pipes and tubes; wire 
metal gage manufactures; nails, screws, ette, 
etc.; needles; pins; buckies and similar arti- 
cles: razors; sc rs; a knives; trays; 
scales; bedsteads; lamps and lampware. 

Steam boilers; stationary engines; steam 
turbines; locomotives; road tractors; dyna- 
mos; electric motors; sewing machines; ma- 
chines, n.e.s.; machine, motor, and boiler 
parts; lead pipes and foil. 

Typewriter ribbons; clocks and watches; 
bricks; sulfuric, nitric, boric, hydrochloric 
carbolic acids; chemical products; chemicai 
fertilizers, drugs and pharmaceutical prod- 
ucts; synthetic perfumes; perfumery; — 
oo“ metallic colors; polishes; 

perboard; wrapping popes: printing “4 
witten paper; film; paper tags; galoshes; rub- 
ber boots; rope; twine; cotton; wool; 
games; sport articles; buses; jeeps; motor 
vehicle parts; and motorcycles. 


The duty on calfskin and kipskin 
leather is raised from 9 percent to 20 
percent ad valorem; on goatskin and 
sheepskin leather weighing more than 
40 grams (14 ozs.) a square foot from 
10 percent to 22 percent ad valorem, 
on such leather weighing less than 
40 grams a square foot from 12 percent 
to 22 percent ad valorem, and on pat- 
ent leather from 14 percent to 25 per- 
cent ad valorem. These increases were 
agreed to by the contracting parties of 
GATT during the 1954-55 session. 





Greece Eases Rules 


For Drug Licensing 


The Greek Minister of Social Wel- 
fare may now overrule negative de- 
cisions of the Supreme Board of Hy- 
giene on foreign firms’ applications 
for sales licenses for pharmaceutical 
products. 

Before this new authority was 
granted the Minister, by a Royal de- 
cree effective June 27, the Supreme 
Board of Hygiene had complete au- 
thority over sales licenses for foreign 
pharmaceuticals. 

In addition, licenses for sale of for- 
eign pharmaceutical preparations are 
to be granted if it is evident from 
scientific data submitted that such 
preparations possess sedative, curative, 
or therapeutic properties. 

This provision replaces article 2 of 
the decree of March 7, 1950 which, 
under the definition of proprietary 
medicines, authorized the Supreme 
Board of Hygiene to prohibit the sale 
of preparations which could be pre- 
scribed by a physician or prepared by 
a chemist.—Emb., Athens. 





Jamaica’s cheese imports of 1.5 mil- 
lion pounds cost $501,000, an average 
of 34 cents a pound, the Foreign Agri- 
cultural Service reports. 

New Zealand was the largest sup- 
plier, delivering 80 percent of all ship- 
ments at 33 cents a pound. 











FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





CUBA 


Lowers Duty on Fresh Eggs 


Cuba has temporarily reduced its 
duty on fresh eggs from the United 
States. From August 1 to November 
30, inclusive, the rate is to be 5 cents a 
dozen and from December 1 through 
31 it is to be 6 cents a dozen. 

The reduction, put into effect by de- 
cree No. 2417, published in the Official 
Gazette of August 17, 1955, is to apply 
only to eggs weighing not less than 18 
ounces a dozen. 

Ordinarily fresh eggs of U. S. origin 
imported into Cuba are dutiable at 12 
cents a dozen if marked to show origin 
and at 20 cents a dozen when not 
marked to show origin—Emb., Ha- 
vana. 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


Drops Various Duties, Taxes 


Goods produced in the Dominican 
Republic have been exempted from 
payment of its merchandise tax, by 
law No. 4200 put into force on July 2. 

This tax, established by law No. 
2568 of 1950 (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Jan. 29, 1951, p. 12) amounts 
to 7 percent ad valorem. 

The Dominican merchandise tax on 
imports was consolidated into the 
combined import tax by law No. 3580 
(Foreign Commerce Weekly, July 20, 
1953, p. 14). 

Imports of luminous letters have 
been exempted from customs and all 
other duties and charges, by law No. 
4193, put into effect on June 23. 

Similar exemptions were granted 
until May 18, 1956, to machinery and 
tools for the manufacture of luminous 
signs, as well as to the following 
materials: 

Transparent glass tubing from 5 mm. to 25 
mm.; glass tubing in colors, from 5 mm. to 
20 mm,; glass tubing treated with fluorescent 


material, from 8 mm. to 20 mm.; neon, argon, 
helium, krypton gases, and their mixtures. 


Mercury, triple-distilled or treated cathodi- 
cally; electrodes; glass or porcelain supports to 
hold letters; supports for electrons; glass or 
porcelain rings for neon; transformers for 
neon; and automatic switches to give the 
effect of movement in luminous signs. 


The later exemption was effected 
by a law of August 7. 

Imports of natural or prepared 
poultry feeds and feed materials also 
are exempted from all duties, taxes 
and charges provided the feeds and 
materials have been approved by the 
Dominican Ministry of Agriculture. 

This action was effected by law No. 
4209, effective July 22—Emb., Ciudad 
Trujillo. 


ECUADOR 


Revises Tariff Item 


An Ecuadoran import tariff item 
covering waxed or oiled cloth has 
been subdivided and reworded, by de- 
cree No. 1725, published in the Registro 








Oficial of August 19, and effective the 
same date. 

The item affected, with applicable 
duties, in sucres per net kilogram, now 
reads as follows: 

573, Waxed cloth and other fabric and felt 
oiled or covered with a coating having an oil 
base: 

(a) Coarse oiled cloth for packing, tarpau- 
lins, and similar uses, 5. 

(b) Coarse cloth and canvas for sails, tar- 
paulins, and similar uses, waxed, 10. 

(c) Waxed or oiled fabrics of silk or artifi- 
cial or synthetic textile fibers, 40 


(d) Oilecloth with a base of cotton or other 
vegetable fibers, including tablecloths, 16. 


(e) Others, 25. 
—Emb., Quito. 


JAMAICA 


Requires Flour Be Enriched 

All wheat flour imported into Ja- 
maica must be enriched, effective Sep- 
tember 1, with a minimum of content 
of the following, in milligrams per 
pound: Thiamine, 2.0; riboflavin, 1.2; 
niacin, 16.; and iron 13. 

Before July 1954, when bulk pur- 
chase of flour by the Jamaican Gov- 
ernment was abondoned and import- 
ing returned to private channels, all 
flour supplies were enriched. Since 
then much of the flour entering has 
not been so enriched, and the Govern- 
ment, on the advice of the Nutrition 
Committee, has decided to make such 
enrichment an official requirement.— 
Cons. Gen., Kingston. 


LEBANON 


Reclassifies Tariff on Cheese 


Lebanese import tariff item No. 27 
covering cheese was reclassified on 
July 28. 

Under the item as it now stands 
applicable ad valorem duty rates for 
imports of cheese from the United 
States, with former rates in paren- 
theses, are as follows: 








No. 26, All kinds of cheese: a, White cheese, 
25 (same); b, Kaskawal cheese, 25° (same); 
c, others 15 (25).—Emb., Beirut 


Reclassifies Hair Dyes 


Hair dyes are now classified under 
medical and pharmaceutical prepara- 
tions in the Lebanese customs tariff, 
rather than under cosmetics as for- 
merly. 

This change was made by the High 
Council of Customs following a court 
decision that hair dyes must be con- 
sidered pharmaceutical preparations 
and as such assessed at the lower cus- 
toms duty imposed on pharmaceutical 
preparations. 

Hair dyes now appear under the 
following classification: 

No. 292, Prepared or dosed medicines and 
other pharmaceutical preparations: (a) Phar- 
maceutical products, various matters and 
preparations imported exclusively for medical 
use: (3) hair dyes and other products for- 
merly included in tariff item No. 319 and con- 
taining poison. 

The customs duty on imports from 
the United States remains 50 percent 
ad valorem.—Emb., Beirut. 


MEXICO 
Puts Import Control on Motors 


Stationary internal combustion mp. 
tors up to 9 horsepower have 
placed under import control, exerciseg 
by the Mexican Ministry of Economy, 
effective August 24. 

Internal combustion motors ar 
covered by the following Mexican 
tariff classification: 

No. 8.10.90, Motive machines, not specified, 


steam, hydraulic, gas, or air, with alternating 
or rotary movement. 


—Diario Official, August 24, 1955. 


Reclassifies Building Materials 


New specific classifications for build- 
ing sheets of synthetic fibers and for 
thermic insulating compositions and 
products have been established in 
the Mexican import tariff, effective 
August 21, 1955, as follows: 


No. 6.13.35, Compositions with a base of 
magnesium oxide, magnesium salts, and 
asbestos, even when containing various con- 
glomerating substances, used for thermic in- 
sulation, duty: 0.01 peso per gross kilogram 
and 5 percent ad valorem. 

7.44.28, Sheets of synthetic resins, with core 
of glass fibers, used in construction, even ff 
corrugated, 4 pesos per gross kilogram and §% 
percent ad valorem. 

7.96.03, Blocks, channels, bricks, or tubes of 
magnesium oxide, magnesium salts, and 
asbestos, even when containing various con- 
glomerating substances, used for thermic in- 
sulation, 0.05 peso per gross kilogram and 
5 percent ad valorem. 


—Diario Official, August 21, 1956. 





Deadline Set... 
(Continued from Page 7) 


claimant and of his predecessor in 
title if applicable; description of the 
discriminatory measure and of the 
property, rights, or interests affected 
by it; nationality of the claimant and 
of his predecessor in title, if ap- 
plicable, at the time of the discrim- 
inatory measure. 

“3. Applications shall if possible in- 
clude information concerning the per- 
son to whom the property, rights, or 
interests were transferred, and con- 
cerning the person holding the prop- 
erty, rights, or interests at time of 
filing of the application. 

“4. Furthermore, all information 
and documents available to the claim- 
ant which refer to the property, rights, 
or interests and to the discriminatory 
measure taken in respect of the prop- 
erty, rights, or interests shall be at- 
tached to the application in the orig- 
inal or in a certified copy. The orig- 
inal shall be submitted upon request.” 

Section 3 of the annex provides: 


“Proceedings before the Federal 
Higher Authority shall be free of 
charge, except when frivolous or ob- 
viously unfounded applications are in- 
volved.” 

Inquiries regarding the filing of such 
claims should be addressed to the Of- 
fice of German Affairs, U. S. Depart- 
ment of State, Washington, D. C. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 





—_—_— 


Greek Agencies Invite 
Bids on Various Items 


Several Greek Government agencies 
are inviting tenders for various items. 

The S. E. K. Railways, 12 b Poly- 
technious Street, Athens, wants to pur- 
chase 35,000 bolts and nuts and 80,000 
spring washers, bid deadline Septem- 
per 27. 

The Agricultural Bank of Greece, 
Permanent Supplies Committee, 23 
Venizelos Street, Athens, wants 10,000 
metric tons of sulfur, bid deadline 
September 27, and 312 metric tons of 
pesticides and insecticides and 500 
outdoor respirators, bid deadline Sep- 
tember 28. 

The Ministry of Finance, State Pro- 
curement Service, 56 Venizelos Street, 
Athens, invites bids until September 
29 for the following sporting articles: 
500 rubber footballs, 500 rubber volley 
palls, 1,000 rubber basketballs, 1,000 
new-type air pumps, 1,000 new-type 
yalves, 10,000 small throwing spongy 
balls, 100 pistols, and 100 chronometers 
1/10’. 

The Municipal Electricity Enterprise 
of Iraklion, Iraklion, Crete, requires 
one diesel-compressor unit, bid dead- 
line October 3. 

Copies of auction procurement an- 
nouncements on these items are avail- 
able for review on loan from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25, D. 
C. Additional information and assis- 
tance to prospective bidders may be 
obtained from the Greek Foreign 
Trade Administration, 729-15th Street 
NW., Washington, D. C. 


Egyptian Ministry To Buy 
Motion-Picture Equipment 


The Health, Cultural, and Social 
Services Section, Ministry of Public 
Health, Cairo, invites tenders until 
October 15 for supply of the follow- 
ing equipment: 

Electric generating plant, 1500 watts, 


110/120-volt a. c. current, 60 cycles; 
16-millimeter projector; 6 projection 
screens; 8 electric gramophones, 110/ 
220 volts, 40/60 cycles; 3 projector 
stands, portable; 3 rewinders with 
Splicer for 16-millimeter film; and 6 
dynamic microphones. 

Bids must be submitted through 
agent in Greece and accompanied by 
& provisional deposit equal to 2 per- 
cent of the bid amount. 

A copy of the specifications is avail- 
able for review on loan from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 


“Ty of Commerce, Washington 25, 
. C. 


September 19, 1955 


NATO Plans Airfield Electrification in 
France, Pipeline Laying in Netherlands 


Three new projects in the Nether- 
lands, totaling an estimated $2,143,- 
680, and two in France, totaling an 
estimated $448,571, have been opened 
to U. S. bidders under the interna- 
tional competitive bidding procedure 
of the North Atlantic Treaty Organi- 
zation (NATO), the Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce has reported. 

The first project in the Netherlands, 
estimated at $1,069,200, involves sup- 
plying approximately 40 kilometers of 
4-inch pipe, 7 kilometers of 10-inch 
pipe, and one kilometer of 6-inch pipe; 
coating and laying pipeline, including 
construction of valve pits, cathodic 
protection, and river crossing; and 
building pump house with water sup- 
ply ventilation, and sump tanks; and 
construction of 2 fuel tanks with ca- 
pacity of 5,000 cubic meters, including 
roads, manifolds, truck and barge 
loading facilities, and fencing. 

The second project, estimated at 
$718,080, calls for the supply of 75-kil- 
ometers of 6-inch pipe, 17 kilometers 
of 4-inch pipe; coating and laying 
above pipelines, including river cross- 
ing. 

The third project, estimated at 
$356,400, involves extension runway, 
parallel taxiway, connecting taxitrack 
between runway and parallel taxiway, 
alert apron, runway lighting, and 
taxiway lighting. 

Firms wanting to bid on these proj- 
ects should report their interest be- 
fore September 20 to De Directeur 
Gebouwen, Werken en _  Terreinen, 
Bagijnestraat 40, The Hague. 

Potential bidders should furnish in- 
formation to the named Netherlands 
Government office regarding compar- 
able work done for U. S. Government 
agencies. 

The first French project, valued at 
$205,714, calls for electrification of the 
Lille-Resquin airfield, of which $71,428 
would go for equipping transformer 
stations and $134,286 for ground light- 
ing. Interested firms should apply 
by September 26 to Ministere de la 
Defense Nationale et des Forces Ar- 
mees, Service de l]’Infrastructure, 26 
boulevard Victor, Paris. The call for 
bids is to be made October 1, bids to 
be opened October 20, and work to be 
completed in April 1956. 

The second project involves im- 
provements to runway and taxiway at 
Thalsbourg-Bourscheid airfield, esti- 
mated value $242,857. Interested firms 
should apply by September 26 to M. 
Aigrot, French Delegate to NATO, 
Palais de Chaillot, Paris. 

Applicants who have not already 
done so should submit the following 
information: Name and address of 
the enterprise and summary informa- 


tion on its legal form; names and 
references of its president and chief 
director; statement of its financial 
resources and proof of financial sta- 
bility; number and categories of per- 
sonnel concerned in administrative or 
technical supervision who may be 
available for supervising the project 
on a part-time basis, and on «@ full- 
time basis; 

Details of important contracts 
recently concluded for projects of the 
same type as that for which applica- 
tion is being made, together with 
statement of value of each project; 
designation of governmental organi- 
zations and firms for whose account 
or under the direction of whom ref- 
erences may be obtained if necessary. 

Copies of these resumes should 
be sent to the Commercial In- 
telligence Division, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D.C., to 
permit prompt certification of inter- 
ested firms. 

A brochure describing the NATO 
international bidding program may be 
obtained from the Commercial Intel- 
ligence Division, or from Department. 
of Commerce Field Offices. 


DVC Invites Bids for Light 


Fittings and Accessories 


The Deputy Chief Electrical Engi- 
neer, Engineering and Research, 
Damodar Valley Corporation, Ander- 
son House, Alipore, Calcutta-27, has 
announced tender specification No. 
ED.767-1 for light fittings and acces- 
sories. Bids should reach that au- 
thority before September 30. 


A copy of the general conditions 
of contract and specifications is avail- 
able for review on loan from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. Additional copies may be ob- 
tained from the Deputy Chief Elec- 
trical Engineer, at the address given, 
for $2.10 per set. 








Tenders Invited for Salvaging 


Three Ships in Bombay Harbor 


The Bombay Port Trust, Ballard 
Road, Fort, Bombay, invites tenders 
until October 20 for the salvage of 
three coastal vessels of about 800 tons: 
sunk in Bombay Harbor. The con- 
ditions of contract and form of tender: 
may be obtained from the Chief Engi-. 
neer of the Bombay Port Trust at, 
$4.20 per set. 


Tenders, which are to be made om 
the prescribed form, must be accom- 


panied by a deposit of $1260, re~ 
fundable to unsuccessful tenderers. 


in 
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Insecticide Production 
Planned in Mexico 


The production, for the first time in 
Mexico, of synthetic organic insecti- 
cides has been proposed by Mr. Joseph 
Sperling of Foster D. Snell de Mexico, 
S. de R. L., Calle Dr. Lavista 182, 
Apartado 20.609, Mexico 6, D. F. 


The establishment of a private com- 
pany, based on an agreement of the 
prospective partners, and registered 
according to Mexican laws, has been 
proposed by Mr. Sperling. It is esti- 
mated that $5 million to $6 million 
in investment capital would be re- 
quired for the production of 6,000 tons 
of chlorine-base insecticides annually, 
or $7 million to $9 million for a pro- 
duction quota of 12,000 tons. 


Part of this sum can be raised from 
local Mexican sources, and if neces- 
sary, additional support may be ob- 
tained through one of the Govern- 
ment’s financial agencies; however, 
American capital and technical assist- 
ance are needed. 


Mexico, at present, must import 
all its synthetic organic insecticides, 
particularly DDT and BHC. The stead- 
ily growing demand for these prod- 
ucts, especially in Mexico’s predom- 
inately agricultural economy, places 
an added emphasis on the desirability 
of establishing a local factory. The 
project is reported to have received 
approval of Mexican Government au- 
thorities. 


A copy of the preliminary report is 
available for review on loan from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U.S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D.C. Interested firms also are 
invited to correspond direct with Mr. 
Sperling at the given address. 





New Zealand To Purchase 
Electrical Equipment 


The Stores Manager, State Hydro- 
Electric Department, Wellington Cl, 
invites bids until October 27 for steel 
cored aluminum transmission line 
conductor and accessories, tender No. 
S. C. 3764. 


The same authority invites bids 
until October 28 for suspension and 
strain strings of insulators, tender 
No. S. C. 3765. This equipment is re- 
quired for the Islington-Kikiwa line. 

A copy of the specifications is avail- 
able for review on loan from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C., and from the New 
Zealand Government Trade Commis- 
sioner, 1346 Connecticut Avenue, 
Washington 6, D. C. 


12 


Greek Cooperative To 


Construct New Town 


The Administrative Board of Build- 
ing Cooperative “Nea Aeolis” of 
Homeless Refugees of 1922, Athens, 
has issued a bid invitation for the 
financing and construction of the 
town of Kydoniae at Stamata-Diony- 
sos, Attica. Although the closing date 
for the submission of bid tenders was 
September 10, it is understood that 
this time limit may be extended upon 
written request by the parties con- 
cerned. 

The object of the bidding competi- 
tion is the financing and eventually 
the partial or total execution of the 
following works, estimated at a cost 
of some $3.3 million: 


eErection of 1,500 houses for mem- 
bers of the Cooperative Association. 

eErection of public utility buildings 
—schools, churches, townhall, market 
buildings, etc. 

eOpening and grading of a road 
network and of common use spaces— 
squares, groves, etc. 

eWater-supply system—execution of 
earth drillings, construction of water 
reservoirs, and installation of pump- 
ing stations and of a water-supply 
system. 

eTransmission and distribution of 
electric current. 


A copy of the bid invitation is avail- 
able for review on loan from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. 





Australian Firm Seeks U. S. 


Investor in Graphite Deposits 


M. Lalor & Co., P. O. Box 31, Esper- 
ence, Western Australia, wishes to in- 
terest American firms in developing 
a graphite deposit or in purchasing 
graphite concentrates. 

The graphite deposits are located 
some 70 miles from Esperence, on the 
south coast of Australia, and are said 
to contain some 5 million tons of ore 
with an average grade of 35 percent 
graphite and an average carbon con- 
tent of 85 percent. 


A geological map, reports on con- 
centration tests, thickening and filtra- 
tion tests, and other data are availa- 
ble for review on loan from the Divi- 
sion of Foreign Activities, Bureau of 
Mines, Washington 25, D. C. 





Philippine production of copra, co- 
conut oil, and desiccated coconut in 
terms of copra totaled 512,470 long 
tons in the first 6 months of 1955, the 
Foreign Agricultural Service reports. 

This represents an increase of 6 


percent from production during Jan- 
uary-June 1954. 





a 
Storage Building To Be 
Erected in Nicaragua 


Empresa Nacional de Luz y 
Fuerza, Managua, is requesting 
sealed proposals for the foun- 
dations and for the erection of 
the prefabricated storage build. 
ing at the thermoelectric plant 
site at Managua. 

Interested bidders should com- 
municate with the Kuljian Corp, 
at 1200 North Broad Street, 
Philadelphia 21, Pa. 











Bid Conditions Listed 
For Luanda Deposits 


Bidding conditions have been re. 
ceived on the adjudication of an al- 
luvial gold deposit, Chivolo, in Maiom- 
be, Cabinda, Portuguese West Africa 

Bids, which are to be submitted in 
Portuguese to the Angolan Depart- 
ment of Geology and Mines before 
September 27, must contain the fol- 
lowing: 

A statement confirming the deposit 
of a performance bond of $1.05; a pro- 
posed percentage of profits to be 
shared with the Government of An- 
gola in exchange for exemption of 
mineral taxation; a copy of the reg- 
istered statutes of the firm making 
the bid, if a collective entity; a dec- 
laration of acceptance of all condi- 
tions to be expressed in the title to 
the concession; a guaranty to begin 
exploration work within 6 months; and 
evidence to prove the legal status, in 
Portuguese law, of the firm—if a cor- 
poration—making the bid. 

The Government reserves the right 
to accept any bid it prefers as most 
convenient to national interests, or to 
reject all tenders and to withhold the 
adjudication. 


This bid opportunity was announced 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, Sep- 
tember 5, 1955, page 12. 





NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 








The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed in- 
terest in establishing new business 
connections in the United States. 
While every effort is made to include 
only firms or individuals of good re- 
pute, the Department of Commerce 


cannot assume responsibility for any ° 


transactions undertaken with these 
firms. 


World Trade Directory reports on 
the listed firms are available to quall- 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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v. S. firms from BFC’s Commer- 
cial Intelligence Division, or through 
the U. S. Department of Commerce 
Field Offices (listed on p. 2), for $1 

. However, the usual precautions 
should be taken; all transactions are 
subject to prevailing laws and regula- 
tions in this country and abroad. 

gupplementary information, in the 
form of literature, catalogs, photo- 
graphs, price lists, or samples, is avail- 
able to firms domiciled in the United 
States in specific instances as indi- 
eated by symbol (*), on loan from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. 





LICENSING OPPORTUNITIES 


Tractors: 

Australia—Walter & Son Pty., Ltd. 
(manufacturer of earth-moving equip- 
ment, agricultural machinery and 
steel fabrications), 132 Parramatta 
Road, Auburn, Sydney, N.S. W., wishes 
to obtain U. S. license to manufacture 
tractors or components and other 
allied equipment. The firm is spe- 
cifically interested in negotiating with 
a U. S. firm producing tractors or 
construction equipment. 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Alcoholic Beverages: 


France — Roger Gimet (distiller, 
wholesaler, and exporter), Caseneuve, 
par Bretagne-d’Armagnac, Gers, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent good to highest qualities of 
armagnac brandy, 5 years of age and 
older, in glass bottles; also in wooden 
casks. 

Christmas Ornaments: 


Denmark —MEKA (manufacturer), 
274 Frederikssunisveg, Copenhagen, 
wishes to export direct to gift-shop 
selling agents large quantities of best 
Danish craftsmanship, easily as- 
sembled angel chimes and angel mo- 
biles made of brass, packed individu- 
ally in cardboard boxes. Firm wishes 
to appoint agents in New York, Chica- 
go, San Francisco, and New Orleans. 
Samples available.* (Previously an- 
nounced in Foreign Commerce Weekly 
Sept. 12, 1955, p. 11.) 

Electrical Appliances: 


Denmark—Firma A. Wales (manu- 
facturer), 96 Vester Voldgade, Copen- 
hagen, wishes to export through agent 
“Speed Mixer,” 4% gallon capacity, 
for hotel and bakery use. Illustrated 
leaflet available.* 

Foodstuffs: 


Bolivia—Fabrica de Dulces “Valach” 
—Lorini Hermanos (manufacturer of 
candy), Avenida Manco Kapac 202, 
Casilla 660, La Paz, wishes to export 
through sales outlet 50,000 Ibs. cacao 


September 19, 1955 








Ceylon Ministry of Health 
To Purchase Drugs 


The Chairman, Tender Board, 
Ministry of Health, P. O. Box 
500, Colombo, Ceylon, invites bids 
until October 4 on 27 different 
drug items, British Pharma- 
copoeia, in varying amounts and 
packages. The drugs are for the 
use of Government medical in- 
stitutions. 


Copies of the tender schedules 
are available for review on loan 
from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. 











beans, 6,000 lbs. monthly of cacao but- 
ter, and 24,000 lbs. monthly of cocoa. 

Current World Trade Directory re- 
port being prepared. 

Gems: 

Brazil—Lapidacao Amsterdam, Ltda. 
(manufacturer), Rua Mexico 41, salas 
803/4, Rio de Janeiro, wishes to export 
direct or through agent various qual- 
ities of semiprecious stones such as 
aquamarines, topazes, amethysts, and 
tourmalines. 

Handicraft, Curios and Novelties: 

British East Africa—Edward Konigs- 
berger (wholesaler and exporter of 
crocodile skins, African curios, and 
fancy basketware), P. O. Box 278, 
Kisumu, Kenya Colony, wishes to ex- 
port direct or through agent African 
carvings and novelties in the gift line. 
Firm will supply catalogs and price 
list upon request. 

India—R. D. Ramnath (The Gem 
Palace) (manufacturer and exporter), 
Jama Masjid, Delhi-6, desires to ex- 
port direct or through agent Indian 
artwares and handicrafts, such as 
ivory figures, animals, paper cutters, 
and jewelry; brassware vases, ash 


trays, plates, pitchers, fruit dishes, 
etc.; gold and silver embroidered 
handbags, belts, slippers, brocades, 


etc.; Kashmir art goods, India prints, 
wooden wares, etc. 

Taiwan—Taiwan Coral Co. (manu- 
facturer and exporter), 1739 Chung 
Cheng Road, Taipei, wishes to export 
direct or through agent mother-of- 
pearl earrings, brooches, and other 
shell products. Samples and photo- 
graphs available.* 

Jewelry: 

Hong Kong—Fing Lee Co. (exporter 
and manufacturers’ agent), Pedder 
Bldg., G. P. O. Box 480, wishes to ex- 
port direct or through agent watch 
bands for men and women and brace- 
lets made of stainless steel or gold- 
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and chrome-plated brass in various 
styles. 


Lumber: 
France — Bois Africains Contre- 
plaques (manufacturer, wholesaler, 


and exporter), 185 avenue Professeur- 
Bergonie, Begles, Gironde, wishes to 
export direct plywood panels made of 
high-grade Gabon wood, sizes and 
thicknesses to specifications. 

Minerals: 

Italy — SAMI Metallifera Italiana 
(extraction, processing, and exporta- 
tion of iron sand), 1 Via Paleocapa, 
Genoa, wishes to export direct or 
through agent 1,000 metric tons per 
month of magnetite (iron oxide). 
Test: 32% of SiO,; 11.85% of TiO,; 
84.81% of Fe,0,; 2.25% of Mn,O,; 
.08% of Ph; .22% of CaO; .36% of MgO. 

Ornaments: 

Japan—Shimizu & Co., Ltd. (manu- 
facturer and exporter), No. 6 Narihi- 
rabashi 3-chome, Sumida-ku, Tokyo, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent celluloid imitation ivory orna- 
ments. Illustrated brochures avail- 
able.* 

Smokers’ Supplies: 

Canada — International Overseas 
Trade Agency, Ltd. (importer, ex- 
porter, agent and distributor), 66 Bel- 
anger Ave., Ville LaSalle, Montreal 32, 
P. Q., wishes to export direct or 
through agent scientifically processed 
lighter fluid packed in capsules for 
one filling only for any standard-size 
lighter. Capsules are made in a 
variety of colors. Sample of capsule 
available.* 

Stationery Supplies: 

Germany—Welt Pen GmbH (manu- 
facturer), Am Fehrbelliner Platz, Ber- 
lin-Wilmersdorf, desires to export 
direct or appoint regional agents for 
20,000 per month fully automatic 4- 
color ball-point pens; also useable 
as propelling pencil with mines of 
0.92 mm., 1.18 mm., and 1.8mm. Sam- 
ple and price available.* 

Well-Drilling Supplies: 

Italy—Jemina & Battaglia (manu- 
facturer) , 2 Via S. Cottolengo, Mondovi 
Breo (Cuneo Province), desires to ex- 
port direct high-grade chestnut ex- 
tract for drilling muds used by the 
petroleum industry in drilling oil wells. 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Glassware: 

India—Bruce Peake Bros. (import- 
ing distributor), 71 Canning St. Cal- 
cutta 1, wishes to purchase direct and 
obtain agency for pressed crystal 
and molded glass tableware, including 
lemonade sets, bowls, vases, and 
cocktail sets. Firm wishes plain, 
figured, and colored glassware. 

Medicinal Products: 


Italy—Laboratorio Farmaceutico Al- 
pino (manufacturer, importing dis- 
tributor), Via Bronzetti 3, Trento, \ 
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wishes to purchase direct high-quality 
medicinal products for the liver, heart, 
and gastritis ailments. 

Metal Products: ; 

Belgian Congo — Alikivu (Societe 
d’Aluminium au Kivu importer, re- 
tailer, wholesaler, manufacturer), B. P. 
731, Bukavu, wishes to purchase direct 
all kinds of aluminum articles, in- 
cluding aluminum sheeting. 

Plant Equipment: 

Australia—Rex Brown (importer of 
second-hand and reconditioned ma- 
chines), 16 Bridge St., Sydney, wishes 
to purchase the following second- 
hand or reconditioned cement plant 
equipment: 


Rotary (dry process) cement-mak- 
ing kilns, preferably 11° diameter x 
250 length, exclusive of refractories 
and inclusive or exclusive of motors, 
as preferred by interested firms. 

Three-compartment or 2-compart- 
ment ball mills of the Nordberg type, 
suitable for grinding cement clinker, 
raw mix of limestone, and clayshale; 
raw meals to be delivered at minus 
100/in.-mesh standard, and clinker to 
be ground to minus 200/in.-mesh; 
output required, approximately 20 tons 
per hour for each mill; number of 
mills—1 to 4, according to sizes of- 
fered. Quote without or with motors, 
as preferred by firm. 

Jaw crusher, size 60” x 48” only; 
Traylor or similar, with or without 
motors. Price quotations should be 
f. o. b. port of shipment, and full, pre- 
cise details desired; sale subject to 
technical inspection before shipment 
or payment. 

Plastic Pipe: 


Germany—Maerkische Industriever- 
sorgung Hans Rutjes (importer, 
wholesaler), 6 Westfaelische Strasse, 
Bochum, wishes to purchase direct 
Plastic pipes of all kinds. 

Textiles: 


Hong Kong—F. R. Gabbott & Co., 
Ltd. (importer, exporter, wholesaler), 
402 Edinburgh House, Hong Kong, 
wishes to purchase direct nylon 
materials for manufacturing gloves 
and blouses in plain and fancy styles. 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Aircraft Parts: 


India—R. Wright & Partners, Ltd. 
(manufacturer’s representative), L-11 
Connaught Circus, New Delhi, wishes 
to obtain agency from U. 8S. manufac- 
turers for all types of aeronautical 
parts and accessories, particularly 
spares for DC3/C-47, AT-6, B-24, and 
DC-4/C-54 aircraft and Fairchild’s 
flying boxcars. 

Automotive Parts: 


India—R. Wright & Partners, Ltd. 
(manufacturer’s representative), L-11 
Connaught Circus, New Delhi, wishes 
to obtain agency from U. 8. manufac- 


14 





turers for parts and accessories for 
GMC, Ford, and Dodge automobiles, 

Communications Equipment: 

Venezuela—TN Comp. Anon. Tele- 
mecanica Nacional (manufacturer’s 
agent), Apartado 3190, Edif. Belvel, 
No. 80-82 Tracabordo a Pte. Yanes, 
Caracas, wishes to obtain agency 
for shortwave radio-communications 
equipment, and multichannel teleg- 
raphy equipment. 

Electrical Supplies and Equipment: 

Canada—J. R. Holmes (electrical 
engineer), 368 Pine Ave., St. Lambert, 
Montreal 23, wishes to act as an agent 
for a U. S. manufacturer—of electrical 
or mechanical equipment—who is in- 
terested in the distribution of products 
in Canada. 

Foodstuffs: 

Italy—Organizzazione Mannu di Gigi 
Mannu (buying agent), 7 Piazza 8. 
Ritz, Turin, wishes to be appointed 
as buying agent on behalf of U. 8. 
firms for Italian foodstuffs. 

Hardware: 

Union of South Africa—Schulz, Wag- 
ner & Co. (Pty.), Ltd. (manufacturer’s 
representative), 195 Main St., Johan- 
nesburg, wishes to obtain agency for 
butt hinges, gate hooks and eyes, and 
bathroom fittings in general. 

Seeds: 

Japan—Kewalram Corp. (importing 
distributor, manufacturer’s agent), 
Room 304-B, Naka 7th Bldg., Maru- 
nouchi 3-chome, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, 
wishes to obtain agency for oilseeds, 
rape seeds, safflower seeds, and soy- 
beans. 

Textiles: 

Canada—D. E. Moustacalis (import- 
export agency), 73 Adelaide St. West, 
Toronto, wishes to act as representa- 
tive of U. S. manufacturers of cotton 
and rayon textiles, upholstery fabrics, 
draperies, and cotton and rayon piece 
goods. Firm wishes exclusive repre- 





India To Buy Steel 
Crossing Sleepers 


Tenders are invited by the 
Government of India for the 
supply of 160 sets of steel cross- 
ing sleepers for 1 in 814 left turn- 
outs 90 pounds and 80 sets of 
steel crossing sleepers for 1 in 
12 turnouts 90 pounds. 

Copies of the tender sets—No. 
SR2/18376-F/1l—may be _  ob- 
tained from the Accounts Officer, 
India Supply Mission, 2536 Mass- 
achusetts Avenué NW., Washing- 
ton 8, D. C., for $4 each. The 
bids are to be submitted direct 
to the Director General, Supplies 
& Disposals, Shahjahan Road, 
New Delhi, to reach him before 
October 17. 











sentation for Ontario and 
Provinces on a commission basis, 
Tools: 


Union of South Africa—lan Dickie” 


(manufacturer’s agent), 520 G 
Kerk Gebou, P. O. Box 945, Adderley 
St., Cape Town, seeks agency for tools 
and hardware for building and allieg 
trades. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Australia—Leonard Nettlefold, rep- 
resenting Robert Nettlefold Pty., Ltd 
(importer of motor vehicles, agricul- 
tural machinery, and industrial equip. 
ment, wholesaler, and retailer), 113- 
115 Macquarie St., Hobart, Tas 
is interested in automotive and agri- 
cultural equipment, radio, television, 
and helicopters. Scheduled to arrive 
September 20, via New York, for a 
visit of 5 weeks. U. S. address: c/o 
Wm. Harvey, Jr., Director, General 
Motors Overseas Operations, 17% 
Broadway, New York, N. Y. Itinerary: 
New York, Detroit, Chicago, Fort 
Worth, and San Francisco. 


Australia—Rudolf Stynis, represent- 
ing R. Stynis & Son Pty., Ltd. (im- 
porter, wholesaler, and retailer of 
steel), 483 Collins St., Melbourne, 
Victoria, is interested in the steel in- 
dustry, making contacts with possible 
suppliers of rolling mills, and in other 
phases of the steel industry. Sched- 
uled to arrive the latter part of Sep- 
tember, via New York, for a visit of 
1 week. U.S. address: c/o U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, 110 E. 45th 
St., New York 17, N. Y. Itinerary: New 
York and Washington. 


Australia—Henry W. Sutton (citrus 
fruit grower in the Murray Valley), 
Wentworth, N. S. W., is interested in 
citrus production, such as leaf fertiliz- 
ing, general production problems, and 
inspection of citrus groves, and wishes 
to obtain technical information. 
Scheduled to arrive in October, prob- 
ably via New York, for a visit of 3 
months. U. S. address: c/o Australian 
Consul General, 636 Fifth Ave., New 
York, N. Y. Itinerary: New York, Los 
Angeles, and possibly citrus-growing 
areas in Florida and Texas. 

Belgium—Francois Harmant, repre- 
senting S. A. des Ateliers Gamain 
(manufacturer, exporter of screws, 
bolts, parts for cycles, drawn steel), 
6 rue de la Limite, Liege, is interested 
in negotiating licensing agreements 
with American firms for the manu- 
facture in Belgium of small me 
chanical parts made with automatic 
machines, and in visiting the Machine 
Tool Exhibition at Chicago, Ill. Was 
scheduled to arrive September 8, via 
New York, for a visit of 6 weeks. U. 8. 
address: c/o Amertool International 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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Club, Florentine Room, Congress 
Hotel, 520 S. Michigan Ave., Chicago, 
fi. Itinerary: New York, Rochester 
(N. ¥.), Chicago, Detroit, Cleveland, 
and the States of Vermont and Maine. 

Belgium — Marcel De Meulenaere, 
representing Etablissements Paul De 
Meulenaere-Roose, Beverensteenweg 
125, Roeselare, is interested in con- 
tacting automotive concerns, as well 
as spare and replacement parts man- 
ufacturers, and wishes to obtain tech- 
nical information on plant and opera- 
tion management, and labor relations. 
Was scheduled to arrive September 5, 
yia New York, for a visit of 8 weeks. 
U.S. address: c/o Ghislain Hondequin, 
924-49 Kingsburg Ave., Flushing 64, 
N. Y. Itinerary: New York, Detroit, 
Washington, River Rouge (Mich.), and 
Los Angeles. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 

Colombia—Janpiet Karssiens, repre- 
senting Soc. Com. Holanda Colombia 
§. A., is interested in contacting man- 
ufacturers of raw materials and ma- 
chinery for the soap, paint, and candle 
industries. Presently in the United 
States, and will remain until Septem- 
per 23. U. S. address: 828 Bayside 
Drive, Tampa (Fla.). Itinerary: New 
York, Chicago, Tampa, and New Or- 
leans. 

Current World Trade Directory Re- 
port being prepared. 

England—A. W. Daniels, represent- 
ing Holdan Engineers (London), Ltd. 
(manufacturer), 48 St. James St., Lon- 
don, S. W. 1, is interested in explor- 
ing possibilities of obtaining manu- 
facturing licenses in medium and 
heavy processing machinery. Sched- 
uled to arrive October 5, via New York, 
for a visit of 1 month. U. S. address: 
c/o British Consulate General, 99 Park 
Ave., New York, N. Y. Itinerary: New 
York, Pittsburgh, Chicago, Milwaukee, 
Richmond (Va.), and Atlanta. 

France—Francis Chigot, represent- 
ing Le Vitrail Francais (French 
stained glass export company), 97, 
Boul Malesherbes, Paris 8, is inter- 
ested in contacting architects, reli- 
gious art dealers, and groups wishing 
to obtain stained glass. Scheduled 
to arrive September 20 for a visit of 
2 weeks. U.S. address: c/o Lee Steiner, 
Weil, Gotshal & Manges, 60 E. 42d 
St., New York 17, N. Y. No intinerary 
Stated. 


Germany — Alfred Schmidt, repre- 
senting Fried. Krupp (manufacturer 
and exporter of steel constructions 


and machines), 103 Altendorferstrasse, 
Essen, is interested in discussing prob- 
lems concerning management, organ- 
ization, and relations between hold- 
ing company and _ subsidiaries. 
Scheduled to arrive September 20, via 
New York, for a visit of 6 weeks. U. S. 
address: German Consulate General, 
745 Fifth Ave., New York 22, N. Y. 
Itinerary: New York, and other large 
cities in the United States. 
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Greece —Phedon Abazoglou, repre- 
senting Heraclion Woolen Mills, 6 
Phokionos St., Athens, is interested 
in exporting worsted cloth for men’s 
suitings. Was scheduled to arrive Sep- 
tember 7, via New York, for a visit of 
3 weeks. U. S. address: Plaza Hotel, 
Fifth Ave. & 59th St., New York, N. Y. 
Itinerary: New York, Boston, and 
Washington. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 

Indonesia—Moh. Taher Bakrie, rep- 
resenting N. V. Bapin (importer of 
motorcycles, parts and accessories, 
machinery, metalwares, provisions and 
beverages, stationery, sundries, tech- 
nical supplies, textiles, piece goods, 
and tools), 18 Asamlama, Djakarta, 
is interested in visiting U. S. manu- 
facturers relative to the import pro- 
gram of his company. Was scheduled 
to arrive September 1, via San Fran- 
cisco, for a visit of 3 weeks. U. S. ad- 
dress: Motex Corp., 655 Madison Ave., 
New York, N. Y. Itinerary: New York. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 

New Zealand—Charles Gilbert White, 
representing Atlas Products (N. Z.) 
Ltd., and New Zealand Travel and 
Holiday Association, Commercial Bank 
Blidgs., Lambton Quay, Wellington, is 
interested in cement concrete roofing 
tiles and light-weight concrete build- 
ing slabs, as well as in the promotion 
of tourist business in New Zealand. 
Scheduled to arrive October 1 for a 
visit of 4 weeks. U. S. address: c/o 
Standard Building Products Co., 14200 
Cloverdale, Detroit 38, Mich. Itinerary: 
Detroit, Cleveland, Washington, pos- 
Sibly cities in the South, and San 
Francisco, 


Sweden—Claes Turitz, representing 
AB. Ferd. Lundquist & Co. (importer 
and wholesaler of department store 
merchandise), 42 Ostra Hamngatan, 
Goteborg, is interested in department 
stores. Scheduled to arrive in Sep- 
tember, via New York, for a visit of 
6 months. U.S. address: Swedish Con- 
sulate General, 63 E. 64th St., New 
York, N. Y. Itinerary: New York and 
other cities. 





NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision has published the following 
trade lists of which mimeographed 
copies may be obtained by firms 
domiciled in the United States 
from this Division and from De- 
partment of Commerce Field Of- 
fices. The price is 
each country. 

Most of these lists are prefaced 
by a brief review of basic trade and 
industry data collected in making 
the compilations. Brief extracts 
from these data follow each title 
for which such data are available. 


Air-Conditioning and Refrigeration 
Equipment Importers and Dealers— 
Syria.—Air-conditioning and refrig- 


$1 a list for 


eration equipment are not produced 
locally, and no local firms are engaged 
in assembling these products. Imports 
into Syria of air-conditioning and re- 
frigeration equipment in 1954 orig- 
inated in the United States, Germany, 
United Kingdom, France, Belgium, and 
Italy. 

Import licenses are granted prompt- 
ly in almost all cases and without re- 
striction for air-conditioning and re- 
frigeration equipment. Foreign - ex- 
change transactions are made in a lo- 
cal free market, in which the rate for 
the U. S. dollar is presently main- 
tained at about S£3.57. 


American Firms, Subsidiaries, and 
Affiliates—Belgium. 


Automotive Vehicle and Equipment 
Importers and Dealers—Mozambique. 
Mozambique is entirely dependent on 
foreign imports for automotive ve- 
hicles and equipment. Distribution 
and marketing of automotive vehicles 
and equipment in Mozambique is done 
through exclusive agents—appointed 
in Lourenco Marques and Beira, the 
foremost population centers—who in 
turn appoint their subagents and dis- 
tributors throughout the country. 

A growing demand for cheap pas- 
senger automobiles of European— 
British and West German—make has 
developed in recent years, because of a 
relaxation of credit facilities granted 
to buyers. Imports of American cars 
and trucks are subject to quota con- 
trols depending upon availability of 
foreign exchange. 


Book, Magazine, and Periodical Im- 
porters and Dealers—Denmark.— 
There are some 850 book dealers in 
Denmark, or approximately one book 
store for each 4,700 inhabitants. 
About one-third of the book dealers 
are located in Copenhagen. Maga- 
zines and periodicals are sold both by 
book stores and newsstands. 


The knowledge of foreign lauguages 
is widespread in all circles of the 
Danish population, with English the 
preferred foreign language. Nor- 
wegian and Swedish can be read and 
understood without difficulty by Dan- 
ish-speaking persons and most Danes 
have a knowledge of German. 


The United States, England, Swe- 
den, and Norway are Denmark’s chief 
suppliers of foreign-language books. 
Import of foreign-language books and 
publications is duty free, and no im- 
port permits are required for such im- 
ports. 

Book, Magazine, and Periodical Im- 
porters and Dealers—Peru.—Peru’s 
book-publishing industry is un- 
developed and no official statistics are 
maintained on book production. Only 
a few private houses engage in the 
printing of books and magazines, pri- 
marily text books. 

The country’s needs of technical, 
scientific, literary, and professional 
books and textbooks, as well as jour- 
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nals, periodicals (except newspapers), 
and magizines, are met almost en- 
tirely by foreign suppliers, chiefly the 
United States. The outlook for U. S. 
books and publications is encourag- 
ing since interest in English is clearly 
growing in Peru in line with the ed- 
ucational and technical assistance 
rendered by the United States. 


With the exception of luxury edi- 
tions, all other imports of books and 
magazines are duty free. Import li- 
censes are not required in Peru and 
foreign exchange is readily available 
at slightly fluctuating free-market 
rates. 


Boot and Shoe Importers and Deal- 
ers—Mexico.—The United States was 
the country of origin of approximately 
80 percent of all shoes imported into 
Mexico in 1954. Consumption of Amer- 
ican footwear in Mexico is greater 
than statistics indicate, however, as 
Mexican residents living in the free 
zone along the Mexican-U. S. border 
may import shoes duty-free for their 
own consumption. Import of footwear 
into Mexico is controlled by the Gov- 
ernment. Import permits are required. 

Business Firms—Smaller West In- 
dian Islands.—The Cayman Islands 
are a dependency of Jamaica and con- 
sist of Grand Cayman, Little Cayman, 
and Cayman Brac. The estimated 
population in 1953 was 7,895 and the 
volume of business is accordingly 
small. The Cayman Islands have no 
plantation owners or growers, and ex- 
port virtually nothing but rope, turtle 
soup, turtle skins, tortoise shell, and 
shark skins. 

Coal, Coke, and Fuel Importers and 
Dealers—lItaly.—Italian requirements 
of coal are met almost entirely by 
imports. Production of coal locally is 
only about 1.9 million metric tons a 
year and is of poor quality. Principal 
suppliers are Germany, the United 
States, Belgium-Luxembourg, and Po- 
land. Imports of coal and crude oil 
from the dollar area do not require 
the issuance of an import license but 
are subject to presentation to Customs 
offices of a “clearing note” issued by 
the Ministry of Industry and Com- 
merce. 


Dry Goods and Clothing Importers 
and Dealers — Lebanon. — Cotton, 
rayon, and nylon remnants, imported 
almost exclusively from the United 
States, are reported to meet approxi- 
mately 50 percent of Lebanon’s re- 
quirements of cotton and rayon tex- 
tiles. New men’s and children’s coats 
and suits are made locally, and are 
seldom imported, while second-hand 
coats and suits are imported in sub- 
stantial quantities, almost entirely 
from the United States. Ladies’ dresses 
and coats are likewise made locally, 
although some are imported, chiefly 
from the United States and France, 
respectively. No restrictions are im- 
posed by the local authorities on the 
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Laboratory Device Offered 
By Congo Doctor 


Dr. Rene Devignat, Director of 
the Medical Research Labora- 
tory in Elisabethville, Belgian 
Congo, wishes to license the 
manufacture of his invention, a 
scientific device for recording 
the time of death of mice in ex- 
perimental research. 

The invention, covered by U. S. 
Patent No. 2,686,705 of August 
17, 1954, permits the simulta- 
neous recording of the last gasps 
of 48 mice. The process is said 
to require fewer mice for labora- 
tory experiments and to shorten 
the time necessary to conduct 
research. 

Interested firms should corre- 
spond direct with Dr. Devignat 
at P. O. Box 1815, Elisabethville, 
Belgian Congo. 











import of dry goods and clothing into 
Lebanon. 

Electrical Supply and Equipment 
Importers and Dealers—Iraq.—Elec- 
trical supplies and equipment are not 
manufactured inIraq. All require- 
ments are imported, principally by 
wholesalers and retailers. There are 
no important sales agents. Imports 
of electrical supplies and equipment 
from hard-currency countries require 
import licenses, granted only to estab- 
lished importers. 

Electrical Supply and Equipment 
Importers and Dealers—New Zealand. 
—Electric power generally is used in 
New Zealand in almost all rural and 
urban areas. Generating facilities, al- 
though increasing, often are insuffi- 
cient to satisfy the constantly increas- 
ing demand arising from wider use and 
greater population. Shortages have 
occurred and are expected in the next 
few years. Most heavy electrical 
equipment is imported, but much of 
the smaller consumer goods are pro- 
duced locally. 

The electrical industry depends on 
imports for almost all supplies, either 
fabricating imported raw materials or 
assembling imported parts. Imports 
from the United States generally are 
subject to strict licensing control. 

Fertilizer Manufacturers and Ex- 
porters—Austria.—The fertilizer ma- 
terials industry is of substantial im- 
portance to the Austrian economy. 
Large anhydrite deposits form the 
basis of sulfuric-acid production, most 
of which is used in the manufacture 
of superphosphates. Exports of ferti- 
lizer are effected.on a large scale and 
play an important role in the Austrian 
economy. 

Hardware Importers and Dealers— 
Cuba. 


Hardware Importers and Dealers— 


— 


Italy.—Production of hardware, in its 
broad meaning, is well developed in 
Italy but expansion in the domestic 
domestic market and abroad faces 
foreign competition. Italy’s imports of 
hardware—tools, cutlery, locks, and 
other metal sundries—were valued at 
$9,059,840 in 1953 and $10,354,720 in 
1954. Imports of hardware from the 
dollar area are subject to license 
requirements. 

Leather Goods Manufacturers ang 
Exporters—Mexico.—_T he Mexican 
tanning industry consumes approxi- 
mately 7.7 million hides and skins 
annually—an estimated 8 percent of 
total production of cowhides, 30 per. 
cent of goatskins, and 85 percent of 
sheepskins; and 40 percent of the 
pigskin production is used in the man- 
ufacture of luggage, handbags, gloves 
and leather clothing, and miscellane- 
ous items of a similar nature. 

Many small leather shops individ- 
ually produce a limited quantity of 
leather items for the tourist trade, 
Many of the larger firms capable of 
exporting such items collect the mer- 
chandise from the small producers, 
Luggage, handbags, billfolds, and noy- 
elty items were the largest manufac- 
tured leather exports. The United 
States was the principal customer for 
these products. 

Machinery Importers and Distribu- 
tors—Brazil.—Brazil is largely depend- 
ent on imports for most types of 
machinery. Domestic production in 
this industry includes the following 
principal types of machinery: Agri- 
cultural, food-processing, wood-work- 
ing, textile, printing, pulp and paper, 
and pumps. The manufacturing cen- 
ter of the machinery industry is in the 
State of Sao Paulo. Machinery consti- 
tutes one of the principal U. S. exports 
to Brazil. Import of machinery is not 
prohibited under present trade regu- 
lations. 

Medicinal and Toilet Preparation 
Manufacturers—Mexico.—M e xico in 
recent years has been producing more 
and more of its requirements of me- 
dicinal and toilet preparations. Many 
firms on this trade list are licensed 
packers of drugs and pharmaceutical 
preparations imported in bulk. Also, 
a number of small firms, producing 
principally toilet preparations such as 
hair oil, perfumes, and _ creams, 
are not listed as they neither import 
for their own account nor is their pro- 
duction sufficient for export. The Mex- 
ican Government, by tax concessions 
and protective tariff measures, en- 
courages local manufacture. 

Oil (Animal, Fish, and Vegetable) 
Importers, Dealers, Producers, Refin- 
ers, and Ex porters—Guatemala— 
Guatemala imports nearly half its re- 
quirements of animal, fish, and vege- 
table oils. It is estimated that about 
80% of the wholesale and retail trade 
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U. S. Exports and Imports Increase 


U. S. exports of nonmilitary goods in the period January-June this 
year mounted well above recent semiannual levels, while imports re- 
pounded sharply from the low point of the 1953-54 decline recorded 


for July-December last year. 


After gaining moderately during 1954, nonmilitary exports showed 


a further advance of 8 percent to $7 
pillion, their highest semiannual total 
since the first half of 1952. The in- 
erease reflected a continuation through 
the winter and spring quarters of the 
high rate of shipments which emerged 
in the final quarter of 1954. Although 
the upsurge of agricultural exports 
during the fall and winter tapered off 
thereafter, it was followed by a sharp 
advance during the spring in commer- 
cial exports of industrial products. 
Most of the increase from the first 
half of last year was directed to 
Western Europe, which has main- 
tained the vigorous economic growth 





— 


Foreign trade figures cited in this 
article, including tables, have been 
prepared by the U. S. Trade Statistics 
Section, International Economic Anal- 
ysis Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, from basic data tabulated by 
the Bureau of the Census. 





in evidence since 1953. A sizable gain 
also appeared in exports to Canada, 
where recovery from the 1953-54 dip 
in output has progressed with a small 
lag behind the U. S. advance. Ship- 
ments to Latin America and to the Far 
East, however, failed to reach the lev- 
els of January-June 1954, owing to 
sharp reductions in sales to Brazil 
and Japan. 


The total of all U. S. exports, mili- 
tary as well as nonmilitary, fell off 
slightly from its level of a year ear- 
lier to $7.6 billion. In contrast to the 
large gain in nonmilitary exports, 
there was a cut of over half in ship- 
ments of grant-aid military equipment 
and supplies under the Mutual Secu- 
rity Program. 


Import Volume Recovers 


Imports in the first half of this 
year rose to $5.5 billion, regaining 
most of their decline subsequent to 
mid-1953. The increase over the first 
half of 1954 was dampened by the low 
level of coffee imports. Exclusive of 
coffee, however, the inflow of foreign 
goods exceeded the total a year earlier 
by 11 percent. Since the upturn in 
U. S. industrial production which be- 
gan last fall, imports have shown— 
though with a lag of several months 
—fairly steady advances from quarter 
to quarter. 

The gain in the value of imports 
from the first half of last year re- 
flected an expansion in volume. The 
Overall index of unit value was at 
about the same level as in that period, 
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with lower coffee prices roughly coun- 
terbalanced by higher prices for rub- 
ber and copper. The total import 
volume in the first 6 months of 1955 
exceeded by 6 percent that of Jan- 
uary-June 1952, prior to the excep- 
tionally high rate of strategic stock- 
piling in 1953, and the gain in im- 
ports exclusive of coffee was appre- 
ciably larger. The volume of coffee 
imports was about 13 percent smaller 
than in that earlier period. 

The export balance of commercial 
trade continued in the first half of 
1955 at the increased level of July- 
December 1954. This level substan- 
tially exceeded the January-June 1954 
figure and was more than double the 
half-yearly average for 1953. While 
the larger U. S. export surplus of the 
past year contributed to a consider- 
able reduction in the rate of accumu- 
lation of gold and dollar holdings by 
foreign countries, it did not halt the 
growth of those reserves. 


Most Nonfarm Exports Increase 
Nonagricultural commodities ac- 
counted for over five-sixths of the 
entire increase in nonmilitary exports 
from the first half of 1954 to the first 
half of this year. The total of these 
commodities mounted from $4.8 billion 
to $5.4 billion, exceeding even the high 
first-half level of 1952 by 3 percent. 
About one-third of the gain in non- 
agricultural exports occurred in the 


Most Imports Rise in 
First Half of 1955 
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form of increases by large percentages 
in shipments of coal and of iron and 
steel to supply expanding Western 
European industry. Another third was 
concentrated in motor vehicles and 
parts, nonelectrical machinery, and 
chemicals and related products, while 
the remainder was distributed among 
a number of other commodities. Ex- 
ports of electrical machinery and ap- 


U. S. Exports, Imports, and Balance of 
Merchandise Trade 
[Value in millions of dollars] 


Excess of 
E 8 exports 
including General over 
Period reexports imports imports 
Including military exports * 
Annual: 
eee 15,338 5,756 9,582 
eee 12,653 7,124 5,529 
. eee 12,051 6,622 5,429 
eae 10,275 8,852 1,423 
_. SRS 15,032 10,967 4,065 
eee 15,201 10,717 4,484 
eae 15,774 10,873 4,901 
ae 15,095 10,210 4,885 
Half-yearly: 
952: 
Ist half 8,049 5,408 2,641 
2d half 7,151 5,309 1,842 
Ist half 8,115 5,631 2,484 
2d half... 7,659 5,243 2,416 
Ist half 7,702 5,238 2,464 
2d half. 7,393 4,972 2,421 
Ist half.. 7,629 5,514 2,114 
Excluding military exports * 
Annual: 
ae. Sheoncs 9,993 8,852 1,141 
See Ss choke 13,967 10,967 3,000 
a 13,204 10,717 2,487 
kre 12,263 10,873 1,390 
Ser 12,840 10,210 2,630 
Half-yearly: 
1952: 
Ist half.. 7,267 5,408 1,859 
2d half... 5,936 5,309 627 
1953: 
lst half.. 6,147 5,631 516 
2d half... 6,115 5,243 872 
1954: 
Ist half.. 6,354 5,238 1,116 
2d half... 6,486 4,972 1,514 
1955: 
Ist half.. 7,003 5,514 1,489 
Quarterly: 
1954: 
3d qtr.... 2,940 2,427 513 
A. qtr... 3,546 2,545 1,001 
lst qtr... 3,469 2,739 730 
2d qtr.... 3,534 2,776 759 


1 Military exports are the Department of 
Defense shipments of grant-aid military 
equipment and supplies under the Mutual 
Security Program. 
paratus, textile manufactures, and 
petroleum and products, however, 
changed little from first-half 1954 
levels. 

Exports of iron and steel jumped 
to a high far above any half year 
since mid-1952. This advance, half 
of it in the form of scrap, reflected 
primarily a 240 percent boost in ship- 
ments to Western Europe, where the 
steel industry last year and early this 
year was operating much closer to 
capacity than was the U. S. industry. 

After falling to a low level in Jan- 
uary-June 1954, coal exports regained 
some of their decline later last year 
and advanced further in the first half 
of this year. Most of the gain was 
in exports to Western Europe, where, 
particularly in West Germany, indus- 
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trial expansion has far outpaced coal 
production. 

The expansion of $100 million over 
the January-June 1954 total in exports 
of motor vehicles, parts, and accesso- 
ries, excluding “special category” 
items, was concentrated in parts and 
in passenger automobiles. These were 
exported in somewhat larger volume 
to many destinations. Shipments of 
Passenger cars and chassis increased 
by one-fourth, a degree of advance 
which far exceeded that for any other 
major category of finished manufac- 
tures. 

Increases of about $50 million each 
occurred in exports of nonelectrical 
machinery and chemicals and related 
products. Machinery exports thus re- 
gained part of their decline from 1953 
to 1954, with all major classifications 
except machine tools and metal- 
working machinery sharing in the ad- 
vance. The rise in exports of chemi- 
cal products continued their substan- 
tial and rather steady uptrend since 
mid-1952. 


Surplus Disposals Boost Exports 
Exports of U. S. agricultural prod- 
ucts equaled their $3.1 billion annual 
rate of July-December, and showed 
an appreciable gain over their total 
in January-June last year. After a 
dip in the third quarter of 1954, they 
attained their highest quarterly levels 
since early 1952 in the fall and winter, 
then fell back considerably in the 
spring quarter, owing to seasonal de- 
clines in several important commod- 
ities, indications of record grain crops 
abroad following poor-quality 1954 


Agricultural and Nonagricultural 
Exports 


[Value in millions of dollars] 


Nonagricultural 
; Excluding 
MSP 
Period Agricultural Total military 
1952: 
Ist half 1,991 5,972 5,190 
ae balf..... 1,440 5,646 4,431 
1953 
Ist half 1,379 6,672 4,703 
Becess 1,469 6,132 4,588 
1954: 
Ist half 1,467 6,170 4,822 
2d half..... 1,582 5,747 4,840 
1955: 
Ist half.. 1,561 5,999 5,374 


Merchandise Trade by Economic 
Classes 


{In millions of dollars] 


1954 1955 

Jan.- July- Jan.- 

Class June Dec. June 
, U. 8. merchandise: 

Total nonmilitary .... 6,289 6,422 6,935 
Crude materials ............ 878 1,020 887 
Crude foodstuffs ........... 358 380 461 
Manufactured foodstuffs .. 382 378 384 
Semimanufactures ......... 872 946 1,109 
Pinished manufactures’ ... 3,799 3,698 4,094 
ag hy for consumption: 

_ 7 ENE Oe epee 4 wéwedlee 286 4,949 5,484 
Crude materials ........... 1,246 1,166 1,365 
Crude foodstuffs ........... 946 1,012 
Manufactured foodstuffs 610 507 563 

ufactures ......... 23 1,187 1,321 


1,1 
Pinished manufactures .... 1,053 1,143 1,223 
1 Total grant-aid exports by the Department 
of Defense under the Mutual Security Pro- 
gram have been deducted from the finished 
manufactures class of exports. 


harvests, and uncertainties regard- 
ing export sales prices for some U. 8S. 
surplus products. 

For the full marketing year ended 
June 30, agricultural exports were 
some $200 million higher than in the 
preceding 12 months. Surplus disposal 
programs of the U. 8S. Government 
were key factors in this increase. 
Such programs included expanded 
sales of farm products for foreign 


Leading Export Commodities 


{In millions of dollars] 
1954 1955 
Jan.- July- Jan.- 


Commodity * June Dec. June 
Agricultural: 

Raw cotton, excluding 

TREOER. cccccenpececacece 429 351 334 


Wheat, including flour... 206 219 275 
Other grains and prepara- 

MOMS sccceccceccecepecce 169 153 188 
Pats, oils, and oilseeds*.. 219 264 209 
Tobacco, unmanufactured 98 205 101 
Other cultural exports 346 390 454 

Nonagricultural other than 
special category :* 


Machinery, total *......... 1,332 1,261 1,387 
Electrical machinery and 
See ©  - cnwd cc cece 304 294 312 
Construction, mining, 
and related machinery 225 220 242 
Machine tools and 
metalworking machin- 
GEG © vectccccecsescces ill 99 100 
Other industrial ma- 


GE «= seccecnncesese 413 395 431 

Agricultural machinery 

and implements ...... 73 53 71 

Tractors, parts, and ac- 

cessories * ......6.+++:. 143 135 156 
Automobiles, parts, and 
accessories * ......+++++. 567 469 669 
* Chemicals and related 

MEGS ococccsccegcce 473 510 526 
Textile manufactures .... 310 311 318 
Iron and steel-mill prod- 

MP cee ceeeebiccetewe 243 272 378 
Metal manufactures ..... 170 171 180 
Petroleum and products‘ 218 213 213 
QE Vodcaveswitheavddveses 127 178 193 
Nonferrous metals and 

DECUEREIOU®  concsccecece 157 148 171 

.. other nonagricultural. 925 1,007 1,022 
ass: 
DEE sn coccebececte 1,467 1,582 1,561 
Nonagricultural other than 

special category ........ 4,522 4,540 5,057 
Special category? ........ 1,648 1,207 942 

Total U.S. merchandise 7,637 7,329 7,560 


1 Data represent U. S. merchandise. 

2 Includes edible fats and oils of animal and 
vegetable origin, tallow, expressed oils, pea- 
nuts, and other oilseeds. 

* Special category exports are those to which 
security restrictions apply as regards publica- 
tion of detailed statistics. 

* Excludes special category exports. 

SIncludes scrap. 


currencies, barter transactions, fam- 
ine relief shipments, and donations to 
private welfare agencies for distribu- 
tion abroad. 

From the first half of 1954 to the 
corresponding period this year, the 
gain of about $100 million stemmed 
from large dollar increases in exports 
of wheat, coarse grains, and “charity 
foods,” partly offset by decreases in 
exports of cotton and rice. 

Exports of wheat and flour in Jan- 
uary-June 1955 exceeded by one-third 
their recent low-ebb total a year ear- 
lier, but remained ‘below levels pre- 
vailing prior to mid-1953. The in- 
crease was concentrated in shipments 
to countries, such as Yugoslavia and 
Greece, where substantial sales for 
local currencies have been authorized. 
Exports of coarse grains—corn, barley, 
grain sorghums, and oats—rose by 65 


percent, as large U. S. supplies and 
favorable prices stimulated European 
purchases here. 

Private welfare agencies 
their shipments of foodstuffs by com. 
parison with the figures for either hai 
of last year. Most of these foods are 
surpluses—chiefly dairy products—op. 
tained from the Department of Agri. 
culture for distribution in friendly 
countries. A total of 40-odd countries 
have received foods through these 
channels, the chief countries of des. 
tination in the first half of 1955 
Italy, India, Egypt, Yugoslavia, ang 
West Germany. 

The movement of cotton abroad fel} 
off sharply from the high figure of 
January-June last year, but remained 
well above the low levels prev: 
from mid-1952 through 1953. The re- 
duction in exports to Japan and India 
materialiy exceeded the decline to 
Western Europe, where unce 
after February as to the pricing of 
U. S. cotton induced sharp cuts in pur- 
chasing. 


The reduction of 53 percent in rice 


exports reflected chiefly a deep cut 


from the record level of January- 
June 1954 in exports to Japan, where 
dollar receipts from U. S. military 
spending have fallen off considerably 
and sizable reductions in imports of 
rice had been planned. 


Most Nonfood Imports Rise 


Imports other than foodstuffs in the 
first half of this year advanced almost 
$500 million above their total of a 
year earlier, regaining completely their 
decline from January-June 1953. This 
rebound occurred mainly after the 
turn of the year, following virtual 
stability in 1954 subsequent to the low 
first quarter. It reflected increased 
demands of U. S. industry and higher 
consumer purchasing power as the 
domestic economy recovered rapidly 
from the 1953-54 dip in industrial pro- 
duction. 

Imports of finished and of semi- 
finished manufactures rose about one- 
sixth above their depressed levels of 
January-June 1954. The value of 
crude-material imports was only 10 
percent higher than in that period, 
but exceeded the lower figure for the 
second half of last year by 17 percent. 
Part of the rise in the value of crude 
materials and semi-manufactures was 
due to higher prices for several im- 
portant commodities, but it stemmed 
mainly from larger volume. The in- 
crease in finished manufactures ap- 
pears to have been attributable en- 
tirely to expanding volume. 

Most major nonfood commodities 
shared in the advance from the low 
rates of importation prevailing in the 
first half of last year. In terms of 
total dollar values, the principal in- 
creases occurred in petroleum 
products, crude rubber, sawmill prod- 
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“Commercial Libraries Valuable Aid To 
United States Trade Missions 


The importance of the commercial libraries in each of the U. S. Trade 
Information Centers at the International Trade Fairs in which the U. S. 
Government has participated this year was highlighted on September 


is that occasion the Secretary of Commerce, through the Ambassador 


to Indonesia, Hugh Smith Cumming, 
Jr., presented a complete library to 
Dr. I. J. Kasimo, Minister of Economic 
Affairs of Indonesia. This library had 
peen on display and available for 
reference at the U. S. Trade Informa- 
tion Center all during the Indonesian 
Third International Trade Fair in 
Djakarta, which started on August 18. 
On the opening day of the fair, Dr. 
Kasimo and several members of his 
staff visited the Trade Information 
Center, and on this and other occa- 
sions he expressed a special interest 
and desire for a similar commercial 
library. 

Since March of this year, the De- 
partment of Commerce has partici- 
pated in 17 international trade fairs 
and by the end of the year will have 
had a part in a total of 22 such events 
throughout the free world. This par- 
ticipation includes a central exhibit 
depicting typical aspects of the Ameri- 
can way of life. A trade information 
eenter manned by Department of 
Commerce officials and members of 
American business and industry has 
been an important part of these of- 
ficial exhibits. These staffs of trade 
specialists are available at all times at 





the center to consult with and answer 
questions on exporting, importing, 
marketing areas of the United States, 
sources of U. S. supply, and other 
similar questions. 


Most Queries About U. S$. Goods 


These teams have been widely com- 
mended for their untiring work in 
building good will and assisting over- 
sea businessmen to develop export- 
import trade with the United States. 
An analysis was made of half of the 
600 inquiries on which advise was 
given by the trade information staff 
at the spring Hanover fair in Ger- 
many, and it showed that the ma- 
jority came from businessmen inter- 
ested in acquiring American merchan- 
dise 


A recent returnee from European 
trade fairs said, “Production and con- 
sumption in most countries are con- 
tinuing to climb sharply. Wages are 
higher and full employment is general. 
Thus, with higher living standards, 
demand is rising for American prod- 
ucts, particularly consumer goods.” In 
addition, these team members have 
discovered, through their discussions 


' 





Secretary Weeks requested Amer- 
ican Ambassador Cumming to pre- 
sent to the Indonesian Government 
the special library collected for use 
at the Djakarta fair. His letter to 
Ambassador Cumming is quoted be- 
low: 

Would you please present, in my 
behalf, the commercial library with 
our Trade Mission at the Indonesian 
Fair to Minister of Economic Affairs 
Kasimo with the following message: 

Iam most gratified by the reports 
of the warm reception accorded by 
the Indonesian people to the first 
official U. S. participation in the 
Indonesian International Fair. It 
is President Eisenhower’s earnest 
wish that our fair program tell the 
story of the free enterprise system 
and provide effective cooperation in 
the promotion of international 
trade. I am pleased to learn that 
these objectives are being achieved 
at Djakarta. 





Secretary Weeks Presents U. S. Business 
Publications to Indonesia 


I would like also, to take this 
occasion to express my appreciation 
for the gracious and friendly wel- 
come and cooperation extended by 
the Indonesian Government to our 
Trade Mission, which has been en- 
gaged in furthering the trade re- 
lationships between our two coun- 
tries. It would give me great 
pleasure if the Indonesian Govern- 
ment would accept the grant of the 
library of marketing data accom- 
panying our Trade Mission as a 
symbol of the mutual efforts being 
made to raise the level of trade be- 
tween our two countries. 

This library, contributed by U. S. 
publishers, is illustrative of the 
business publications that business- 
men in the U.S. find useful in keep- 
ing abreast of new developments in 
the U. S. market. We hope it will 
prove to be of similar value to 
Indonesian businessmen interested 
in this field. 
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with the foreign businessmen, an in- 
finite variety of oversea goods which 
probably will be of considerable inter- 
est to American businessmen and con- 
sumers if effectively merchandised in 
this country. 

In order that the teams of market- 
ing specialists may have the answers 


readily available to all business queries 
the commercial libraries are at 
all fairs in which the U. 8. - 


ment is officially participating. The 
President emphasized that funds ap- 
propriated by Congress for the pur- 
pose of participating in these events 
should be used as seed money with 
the expectation of obtaining industry 
and trade cooperation in carrying out 
the major and increasing share of the 
operations. The Department of Com- 
merce, therefore, has had to rely 
heavily on the interest and generosity 
of the publishing field to supply the 
needed publications. 


Publishers Donate Materials 


All the material now on display, 
and all that previously displayed at 
the fairs has been donated by the pub- 
lishers in the many business fields of 
this country. Success of the commer- 
cial libraries can be attributed, to a 
great extent, to the wholehearted co- 
operation of the business publishers in 
the United States, without whose gen- 
erosity this phase of the program 
could not have been accomplished. 

These libraries contain a vast 
amount of reference and source mate- 
rial on the business activities of the 
United States. Included are export- 
import directories from all major 
areas and cities, vertical purchasing 
and sales directories for many major 
categories, a tremendous array of 
trade papers and periodicals in almost . 
every conceivable field—now totaling 
near 200—information on our major 
port cities and port facilities, classi- 
fied sections of telephone directories, 
trade association publications and 
studies, foreign language newspapers, 
and informative articles and statistics 
on the U. S. market—all supplied 
gratis in sufficient number to assure 
at least one copy for each fair and, in 
many instances, enough copies to pro- 
vide for selected handouts. 


Commercial Libraries in Demand 


In addition, governmental material 
includes information on foreign trade 
zones, Federal Food, Drug, and Cos- 
metic Act, information on patents, 
statistics on imports and exports, lists 
of trade associations, etc. 

The intense interest and request for 
the commercial library by the In- 
donesian Minister of Economic Affairs 


(Continued on Page 22) 
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Actions Taken To Achieve U. S. 
Foreign Economic Policy Goals 


A factual summary of the Government’s major actions on U. S. for- 
eign economic policy in the period January 1954 to September 1955 is 


presented herein. 


The executive and legislative measures covered in the summary are 


cited by number, date, and Congress. 


considered in greater detail in previ- 
ous issues of Foreign Commerce Week- 
ly, at the time the actions were taken. 

Presidential Messages.—The Presi- 
dent delivered two basic messages re- 
lating to foreign economic policy dur- 
ing the period. The first message was 
delivered on March 30, 1954, House 
Doc. 360, 83d Congress. In it the Pres- 
ident outlined his views with respect 
to foreign economic policy and made 
the following specific recommenda- 
tions: Reduction in tariffs through 
the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT); membership in the 
Organization for Trade Cooperation 
(OTC); simplification of customs ad- 
ministration and procedure; encour- 
agement of U. S. investments abroad; 
revision of the Buy American legisla- 
tion; promotion of international trav- 
el; continuation of economic and tech- 
nical assistance; and maintenance of 
foreign markets for agriculture. 

The second message was delivered 
on January 10, 1954, House Doc. 63, 
84th Congress. The President again 
recommended enactment of legislation 
relative to the items enumerated in 
the March 30 message. The second 
message made no reference to the re- 
vision of the Buy American Act. How- 
ever, it urged U. S. membership in the 
International Finance Corporation and 
active participation in International 
Trade Fairs. 

Policy Coordination and Implemen- 
tation.—The President, on February 
17, 1954, appointed Mr. Clarence B. 
Randall as special consultant to assist 
him in coordinating and implementing 
the views of the executive branch with 
respect to the recommendations made 
in the message of March 30, 1954. Mr. 
Randall had been chairman of the 
Commission on Foreign Economic Pol- 
icy created by the 83d Congress, P.L. 

215, approved August 7, 1953. The 
“ message was based largely on the 
Commission’s findings and recommen- 
dations. 

On December 11, 1954, the President 
appointed Mr. Joseph M. Dodge as 
special assistant to assist him in de- 
veloping overall foreign economic pol- 
icies and programs. Mr. Dodge was 
designated as chairman of the Council 
on Foreign Economic Policy, through 
which the various departments and 
agencies participate when problems of 
concern to them are under considera- 
tion. The Secretaries of State, Treas- 
ury, Commerce, and Agriculture, and 
the Director of the International Co- 
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Many of the items listed were 





operation Administration comprise the 
basic membership of the Council. In 
addition, certain sub-Cabinet level of- 
ficials are ex officio members. 

Trade Agreements.—The Trade 
Agreements Act of 1954, P.L. 464, 83d 
Congress, was approved July 1, 1954. 
It extended for only 1 year, to June 
12, 1955, the President’s authority to 
negotiate trade agreements. 


Under this act a trade agreement 
was negotiated with Japan which be- 
came effective September 10, 1955. Ne- 
gotiations also were concluded with 
Belgium, Canada, Luxembourg, the 
Netherlands, and Switzerland, grant- 
ing tariff concessions as compensation 
for tariff reductions previously with- 
drawn from them by the United 
States. Additionally, the 34 member 
nations revised the GATT in certain 
important respects and negotiated a 
new agreement to establish the OTC. 
U. S. membership in the OTC awaits 
congressional action. A bill, H.R. 5550, 
is pending and scheduled for consid- 
eration in the second session of the 
84th Congress. 


The renegotiation of the Philippine 
Trade Agreement Act of 1946 was com- 
pleted on December 15, 1954. Imple- 
mentation of the revised agreement 
required congressional approval which 
was received and the measure was ap- 
proved on August 1, 1955. The Philip- 
pine Trade Agreement Revision Act 
of 1955, P.L. 196, 84th Congress, be- 
comes effective on January 1, 1956. 

Perhaps the most important step in 
achieving the President’s foreign eco- 
nomic policy objectives was the pas- 
sage of the Trade Agreements Exten- 
sion Act of 1955, P.L. 86, 84th Congress. 
The act continues the trade agree- 
ments program for a period of 3 years 
—for the first time since 1948—and 
provides for moderate tariff reductions 
—5 percent a year over the 3-year 
period. Currently the affected depart- 
ments and agencies are doing the nec- 
essary work in preparation for a trade 
agreement conference. 

Tariff Reductions.—In addition to 
tariff reductions made through the 
trade agreements program, the United 
States has taken unilateral action to 
reduce or suspend tariffs on a number 
of important products. For example, 
the 84th Congress passed legislation 
suspending the import duties on metal 
scrap, P.L. 66, and copper, P.L. 91. 
Additionally, several bills are pending 
in the Congress which would reduce or 
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eliminate the import duties on such 
materials as bauxite, graphite, and 
mica. 

Customs Administration and Sim. 
plifiication.—The Customs Simplificg- 
tion Act of 1954, P. L. 768, 83d Con. 
gress, was approved on September j 
1954. A section of the act directs the 
Tariff Commisison to make a study 
of all the U. S. customs laws and to 
submit a revision of such laws for 
further consideration by the Congress, 
The purpose of the study is to elimi. 
nate classification anomalies, simp 
tariff classifications, and _ establish 
tariff classification based on current 
trade needs. This act also incorpo- 
rated several other recommendations 
made by the President in his March 
30 message. 

An interim report was submitted by 
the Tariff Commission. In the 84th 
Congress, the House passed H. R. 6040, 
the Customs Simplification Act of 1955. 
The bill is pending before the Senate 
Committee on Finance for action in 
the next session. 


A number of administrative actions 
have been taken by the Bureau of 
Customs to speed the clearance of 
goods and persons through customs. 
Several of these revisions were in con- 
nection with the promotion of inter- 
national travel. 

Finance and Taxation.—The Ex- 
port-Import Bank Act of 1954, P. L. 
570, 83d Congress, was approved Au- 
gust 9, 1954. One section of the act 
increased the lending authority of the 
bank by $500 million; another section 
improved its management. 

The administrators of the bank 
have expanded and liberalized finan- 
cial assistance to domestic exporters 
of capital goods so that they may 
compete effectively in foreign mar- 
kets. 

The Board of Governors of the 
Federal Reserve System have amend- 
ed regulation K relating to domestic 
banking corporations authorized to 
conduct foreign banking business. The 
changes liberalize the limitations on 
these banks to raise funds and in- 
crease the amounts which they may 
loan to individual borrowers. AS a 
result, five domestic banks have com- 
bined to form the American Overseas 
Finance Corporation to provide me- 
dium term credit to domestic export- 
ers. 


On August 11, 1955, legislation was 
approved permitting U. S. participa- 
tion in the International Finance 
Corporation, P. L. 350, 84th Congress. 
The IFC will be affiliated with the 
International Bank for Reconstruc- 
tion and Development. The capital 
of the IFC is $100 million of which 
amount the United States will con- 
tribute $35 million. The purpose of 
the IFC is to cooperate with private 
enterprise in providing “venture capl- 
tal” to privately owned and managed 
productive enterprises. The invest- 
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ments are to be made primarily in the 
under-developed countries. 

In line with the President’s recom- 
mendation, the 83d Congress passed 
legislation, P. L. 591, approved August 
16, 1954, making two important re- 
yisions with respect to the taxation of 
American investments abroad. Both 
changes were enacted to help stimu- 
late private foreign investments. 

Buy American Act.—At the present 
time certain U. S. laws require that 
preference in the award of Govern- 
ment contracts shall be given to do- 
mestic suppliers over foreign suppliers. 
The Buy American Act was passed in 
1933—as a depression measure. Econ- 
omic conditions have changed. Ac- 
cordingly, the President, in the March 
30 message, recommended legislation 
to liberalize the Buy American Act ex- 
cept when consideration of national 
security, unemployment, etc., requires 
otherwise. No legislation has been 
enacted. 

On December 17, 1954, the President 
issued Executive Order 10582 which 
established uniform standards and 
procedures to be applied in adminis- 
tering the Buy American Act. Under 
the order the executive departments 
are provided with methods for deter- 
mining whether the domestic suppli- 
er’s bid is unreasonable as compared 
with the foreign supplier’s bid. 

Technical Assistance.—The Mutual 
Security Appropriation Act of 1956, 
PL. 208, 84th Congress, provides for 
substantially larger funds to adminis- 
ter the technical cooperation pro- 
grams. These programs are imple- 
mented through the United Nations 
and through bilateral arrangements 
between the U. S. Government and 
foreign governments. The technical 
assistance programs provide experts 
and know-how and are related to the 
development programs of the assisted 
countries. 

Agriculture.—The Agricultural Trade 
Development and Assistance Act of 
1954, P. L. 480, 83d Congress, was 
approved on July 10, 1954. Title I of 
this act authorized the executive 
branch to exchange or sell agricultural 
commodities held by the Commodity 
Credit Corporation for strategic and 
critical materials produced in foreign 
countries. The 84th Congress liber- 
alized and extended title I of the act, 
P. L. 387, approved August 14, 1955. 

International Travel.—Beginning in 
1954 the Government renewed its in- 
terest in promoting foreign travel, 
and early in 1955 an International 
Travel Staff was established in the 
Department of Commerce. The staff’s 
primary activity is to increase foreign 
travel by Americans. The work is 
conducted in close cooperation with 
private enterprise, other agencies of 
the Government, and agencies of for- 
eign governments. 

In addition to the cultural, political, 
and social benefits of foreign travel, 
expenditures abroad by American 
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tourists are an important source of 
dollar earnings which enable foreign 
countries to buy U. S. products. For 
this and other reasons, the adminis- 
tration has recommended legislation 
which would increase the duty-free 
allowance of imports for tourists from 
the present $500 to $1,000. Several bills 
to achieve this goal have been intro- 
duced in Congress. 

International Trade Fairs.—The in- 
ternational trade fairs program be- 
came a reality when the President’s 
Emergency Fund for International Af- 
fairs, P. L. 663, 83d Congress, was ap- 
proved on August 26, 1954. In Septem- 
ber 1954, the Office of International 
Trade Fairs was established in the 
Department of Commerce. The 84th 
Congress again approved funds to 
continue the program through June 
30, 1956, P. L. 219, approved August 4, 
1955. 

Since the program was inaugurated, 
the United States participated in 16 
international trade fairs in the fiscal 
year ended June 30, 1955. It is esti- 
mated that over 12 million people vis- 
ited these fairs. For the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1956, the United States 
will participate in 18 additional trade 
fairs. It is believed that over 25 mil- 
lion persons will view these fairs. 

The program is conducted in close 
cooperation with private enterprise. 
More than 1,000 firms have partici- 
pated in the program. Among its ob- 
jectives, the program tells the story 
of the free enterprise system to the 
peoples of free-world countries, it 
helps to expand international trade, 
and it facilitates the exchange of 
technical ideas and developments. 





Peruvian Business... 
(Continued from Page 2) 


Sales of Commodity Credit Corpora- 
tion wheat to Peru under Public Law 
480 reached a cumulative total of 
$1.6 million at the end of July. 


Petroleum Developed 

The International Petroleum Co. 
abandoned its last test well in the 
Sechura area in July but continued 
seismographic exploration in its Pisco 
concession to which it transferred 
most of its test equipment. Explora- 
tion in the Amazon area is being in- 
tensified, and the proposed construc- 
tion of a penetration road in the north 
by an American firm which will follow 
the route of the proposed pipeline is 
expected to help the petroleum de- 
velopment in the Maranon basin. A 
75-kilometer pipeline is being built 
by the Ganso Azul company from its 
concession to Pucallpa in the Amazon 
area. 


Firm metal prices in the United 
States have helped the exchange in- 
flow. The Government authorized the 
Southern Peru Copper Co. to build an 
improved port at Ilo; otherwise the 
Toquepala project has not shown 
much material progress, though ac- 


tive exploration continues. Work on 
Peru’s blast furnace at Chimbote is 
progressing rapidly. 

The inflow of capital in dollars in 
1954 was estimated at $38.8 million, 
but the inflow in 1955 probably will 
show no significant increase, partly 
because interest rates in the United 
States have risen, oil exploration in 
the Sechura Desert has proved disap- 
pointing, and some of the expected 
inducements to new investment in 
industry in Peru have not materi- 
alized. 

A company has been formed, re- 
portedly with Belgian and German 
participation, to manufacture indus- 
trial explosives. The capital totals 
approximately $1.6 million. The com- 
pany claims that the proposed plant 
will supply the country’s entire needs 
for explosives. Several of the leading 
mining companies have bought shares. 

A company which includes U. S. 
interests has been formed to manu- 
facture refractory clay products, in- 


volving an investment of about 
$750,000. 


Construction Activity Strong 


Building construction continued 
strong, but the Government’s highway 
program which was virtually sus- 
pended in 1954 for budgetary reasons 
was still operating at a low level. 
However, the International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development’s 
$5-million loan for highway mainte- 
nance will result in increased activity. 
Another IBRD loan of $10 million to 
be employed in the paving and re- 
construction of the Trans-Andean or 
Central Highway between Pucallpa 
and Aquaytia is still under study. 

New electrical capacity of consid- 
erable proportions may be started be- 
fore the end of the year. A 12.5-mile 
tunnel through the Andes to divert 
water to the Callahuanca plant which 
is to provide additional power for 
Lima, was completed. The new electric 
service law will facilitate the expan- 
sion required. 

Other construction projects author- 
ized or under negotiations are a $60- 
million low-cost housing project for 
Lima, a $20-million irrigation project 
in the Department of Ica, and a $2.5- 
million shipbuilding project for the 
Corporacion Peruano de Vapores, the 
Government steamship line. 


Contracts Awarded 


The Ministry of Development and 
Public Works has been authorized to 
award a contract for the improve- 
ment, extension, and financing of a 
penetration highway from Olmos to 
the Maranon River in the northern 
jungle region, of the north, by R. G. 
LeTourneau, Inc., a U. S. firm. This 
project is unrelated to the concession 
now operated by a subsidiary of the 
same company, near Pucallpa, and 
is expected to cost $19.65 million. 


(Continued on Page 23) 
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U. S. Exports... 
(Continued from Page 18) 


ucts, and textile manufactures, which 
together accounted for two-thirds of 
the entire increment in the non- 
food category. 

Imports of crude petroleum and 
fuel oil, which for 2 years had been 
holding steady in volume at a semi- 
annual rate of approximately 185 
million barrels, jumped to 220 million 
barrels. The value of these imports, 
together with other petroleum prod- 
ucts, thus rose about $90 million above 
their first-half 1954 total. Booming 
U. S. demand for petroleum products 
and the working off of last year’s 
excessive stocks explain this sharp 
rise. 

The gain in the value of crude 
rubber imports was of about the same 
absolute magnitude as that in pe- 
troleum products, but was proportion- 
ately much greater—almost 75 per- 
cent. It was due mainly to a rise in 
unit value from 17% cents per pound 
in January-June 1954 to 28 cents in 
the corresponding period this year. 
The quantity of rubber imported also 
increased by about 9 percent. 

Imports of sawmill products, con- 
tinuing at the high level reached in 
the latter half of 1954, exceeded the 
total of the first half by more than 
50 percent. The jump in these imports 
accompanied a marked rise in U. S. 
construction activity in the face of 
virtually unchanged U. S. lumber pro- 
duction. 

The sizable increase in imports of 
textile manufactures recovered their 
1953-54 decline and brought them up 
to their levels in 1952. A considerable 
portion of the gain came in the form 
of cotton manufactures from Japan, 


Leading Import Commodities 
[In millions of dollars] 





1954-1955 

Jan.- July- Jan.- 

Commodity * June Dec. June 
Agricultural: 

Dt s¢dasdeeeteeconseeede 872 614 655 


Cane sugar 


Cocoa or cacao beans.... 133 119 113 
Beat products ....ccccice 99 81 79 
Grains and feeds ........ 71 61 41 
Other foodstuffs ......... 323 323 357 
Se DEEN bccusecsooee 123 139 212 


Wool, unmanufactured .. 117 105 136 
Other agricultural imports 206 173 207 
Nonagricultural: 


Nonferrous metals and 
DE coscvaseesene 758 631 690 
Aluminum ..... Bivcede ae 78 65 75 
Dn «dhilivaceesedso ce 187 173 185 
 ccceepebtagessv6e 77 78 91 
. 7 aa ee er 92 92 86 
ME ndalabebesauneeseas 79 43 48 


Petroleum and products.. 407 421 498 


Es tnenn Phan sad 292 303 298 
Paper base stocks ........ 139 150 150 
Textile manufactures .... 201 239 271 
Machinery and vehicles .. 190 169 218 
Sawmill products ........ 99 153 152 
Chemicals and _ related 

PT: o0kenéus peed oan 142 107 134 


Pish, including shellfish.. 107 103 100 
Iron and steel-mill prod- 
ts 


OED vccnsbduateuae ods 692 842 881 
Class: 
rr rrer 2,204 1,768 2,030 
Nonagricultural .......... 3,082 3,181 3,454 
i sieakesbhéonveseon 5,286 4,949 5,484 
* Data are imports for consumption. 
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and rayon and acetate staple fiber 
from Europe. 

Imports of nonferrous and ferro- 
alloying ores and metals, unlike the 
bulk of the nonfood items, did not 
reach the bottom of their 1954 down- 
swing until the second half of the 
year. In January-June 1955, they re- 
bounded considerably above that level, 
but remained far under the first-half 
1954 total. The year-to-year decline 
for this group of metals was attrib- 
utable to reductions in lead, zinc, 
and ferroalloying ores and metals. Im- 
ports of copper and tin recovered to 
approximately the levels of January- 
June last year, and those of nickel 
rose to a new high. Copper and tin im- 
ports, however, remained well below 
the exceptional levels prevailing from 
mid-1952 to mid-1953. 

Imports of foodstuffs, in contrast 
to those of most industrial materials 
and finished manufactures, were con- 
siderably lower in the first half of 
this year than in the corresponding 
period a year before. The very high 
value of crude foodstuffs in the earlier 
period was reduced by $242 million, or 
about one-fifth, and there was a re- 
duction of $47 million in imports of 
manufactured foodstuffs, which were 
also high in the first half of last year. 


The contraction in crude foodstuffs 
is traced almost entirely to coffee and 
cocoa. The total of 1,187 million 
pounds of coffee imported through 
June this year represented an un- 
usually small amount for that season 
—14 percent less than last year—and 
the unit value averaged only 55 cents 
per pound, as compared with 63 cents 
for the first 6 months of 1954, when 
coffee prices were climbing rapidly. 
Reduced volume was the principal 
reason for the drop in the value of 
cocoa imports, although their unit 
value was also slightly lower. 


Sizable reductions in imports of 
cane sugar and meat products, which 
were well below their unusually high 
figures of a year earlier, accounted 
for the decline ins the manufactured 
foodstuffs category. 


World Trade... 


(Continued from Page 16) 


is done in Guatemala City. The pro- 
duction of palm oil, which represents 
about two-thirds of the total produc- 
tion, is used almost entirely in the 
manufacture of soap. Guatemala in 
1953 imported 501,792 kilograms of all 
kinds of animal, fish, and vegetable 
oils, valued at $251,733. Guatemala 
does not require licenses for import 
of these commodities. : 

Petroleum Industry — Portugal.— 
Portugal’s petroleum industry involves 
the production of refined petroleum 
products by its only refinery. However, 
a contract was signed jointly by the 
Portuguese Government, a U. S. com- 
pany, and a Swedish company, on 








Commercial Libraries... 
(Continued from Page 19) 


is by no means the first such request, 
This type of inquiry has been brought 
up at each fair from the 

of the program. Because of 
crash nature of the Department’s par. 
ticipation in the first fairs last sp 
the library used at the Frankfurt fair 
in March was much smaller and not 
nearly as complete as those curren 
in use. Even this meager selection of 
reference materials and collection gf 
about 40 trade journals was requested 
by the West German Government, 

The presentation to Indonesia is the 
first deviation from the established 
arrangement where the entire library 
is given to the American Embassy or 
Consulate to supplement and bring up 
to date the commercial Officers 
library. 

Since March, commercial libraries 
have been available at international 
trade fairs in such widely separated 
places as Tokyo, Stockholm, and Sa- 
lonika. In addition to the Djakarta 
fair, the libraries are available in the 
Trade Information Centers in Karachi, 
Salonika, Bari, and Vienna. 

Estimates indicate that more than 
50,000 foreign businessmen will have 
had an opportunity to avail them- 
selves of the many services contained 
in the libraries by the end of 1956. 

Fairs planned for the first half of 
1956 are as follows: Colombo, Ceylon, 
January 12-26; Osaka, Japan, April 8- 
22; Milan, Italy, April 12-27; Lyon, 
France, April 7-16; Hanover, Ger- 
many, April 29-May 8; and Paris, 
France, May 5-21. 

Although the Department of Com- 
merce now has acquired enough ma- 
terial for the commercial libraries to 
the end of this year, and shipment has 
been made to all but the last two, the 
Department must again call on in- 
dustry for continued cooperation to 
provide these useful tools to trade 
team members for the 1956 spring 
fairs. 

Anyone interested in contributing 
publications for this purpose is in- 
vited to write the Office of Intelligence 
and Services, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C., for further de- 
tails. 





February 16, 1955, for a prospecting 
work and petroleum exploitation in 
continental Portugal. 

Lubricating oils and petroleum prod- 
ucts may be imported only by firms 
or individuals registered with the Di- 
rectorate General of Fuels (Direccao- 
Geral de Combustiveis). Import quota 
allocations have been discontinued, 
but importers may not import in ex- 
cess of their requirements and ware- 
housing facilities. Lubricating-oil im- 
porters must maintain reserve equiva- 
lent to one-third of their average sales 
volume by type of oil and grease. 
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Latin American Exchange Rates 


Quotations are based on selling rates, in units of foreign currency 




















4 r . Dominican Repu Guate- 
malan quetzal, the Panamanian balboa, and the Cuban peso are linked to the dollar at Ito: the Haitian gourde is fixed at 5 pow = os dollar. 
Average rate Latest avatlable quotations 
Unit 
Country qustes Type of exchange 1953 1954 1955 Approzimate Date 
Rate equivalent in 
(annual) (annual) May UY. &. clout 1955 
= 
argentina Oe rT DDG, odaincht000 c0tdbecdess 7.50 7.50 7.50 7.50 $0.1333 Aug. 15 
Preferential... ..ccccccceses 5.00 5.00 5.00 5.00 .2000 Do. 
ES GIES... dcccccécoeveses 13.97 13.97 14.00 13.97 0716 Do. 
Bolivia....---- Boliviano.....| Offictal..........seseeeeees 143.50 191.90 191.90 191.90 0052 Do. 
EMR BIOS. cc cccccccccccces 2720.00 * 1,436.62 *# 2,512.00 2,935.00 0003 Aug. 4 
Brazil®....--.. Cruzeiro...... GE civccwccececcuctant * 18.76 18.82 18.82 18.82 0531 Sept.1 
BME GIBB. oc cc cccsecccces 445.61 61.29 81.26 69.00 0145 Do. 
chile**....... | POSO....cccees Ge ha oe sc 0cedecetes 50.87 110.20 110.20 110.20 0091 Aug. 15 
| DOUIGEE © 6.6000 scbedsneses jesed: +k OP eeeee 203.00 203.00 0049 Do. 
Free market (curb)....... 177.87 295.06 476.00 655.00 0015 July 30 
Colombia..... S OR aise vies BE. . che vetinodieaseeeee 2.51 2.51 2.51 2.51 3984 Aug. 15 
RDA, on conevcsenbtaccesd.. veka. Gl ee Le eee 4.15 .2410 July 15 
Costa Rica....| Colon.....-... GUN. css cence cccsesines 5.67 5.67 5.67 5.67 1764 Aug. 15 
| Controlled free............ 6.65 6.65 6.65 6.65 1504 Do. 
Ecuador...... | Sucre.......+- Central bank (official) 15.15 15.15 15.15 15.15 0660 Do. 
| POTTS TTT TT ie 17.44 17.42 17.37 17.94 0557 July 30 
Honduras..... Lempira...... COE, sc edtincssgeebennar 2.02 2.02 2.02 2.02 .4950 Aug. 15 
Mexico....... S Pc dtos swan es 8.65 *11.38 12.51 12.51 .0799 Do. 
Nicaragua.... | Cordoba...... bike vesavsedemina 5.00 5.00 5.00 * 7.05 1418 Do. 
GS chp cdo csesbeedeseee 7.63 7.44 7.28 7.25 1379 July 30 
Paraguay..... Guarant...... OMicial ...cccccccvcccsecess 15.00 1017.21 21.00 21.00 0476 Aug. 15 
| Controlled free............ 56.09 63.74 64.02 65.00 0154 July 30 
rrr DOl. ccesssecks Exhange certificate....... 16.85 19.39 19.00 19.00 0526 Aug. 15 
Pinks 0.0088dscedewseosete 16.94 19.69 19.04 19.19 0521 Do. 
Salvador...... Colon 34...... | ih. 6 dc cdnc contiudeves 2.50 2.50 2.50 2.50 4000 Do. 
Uruguay...... eee OR er 1.90 1.90 1.90 1.90 5263 Do. 
| Commercial free.......... 2.45 2.45 2.45 2.45 4082 Do. 
| Uncontrolled-nontrade... 2.92 3.19 3.27 3.30 3030 July 30 
Venezuela....| Bolivar....... Controlled free............ 3.35 3.35 3.35 3.35 2985 Aug. 15 
































1Quotation at close of year. 

S Average of end-of-week rates. 

* Official selling rate changed August 1, 1953, 
from 18.72 to 18.82 cruzeiros per dollar. 

4May-December average. 

S Effective November 11, 1954, the selling rate 
for most transactions was changed from 110.20 
to 203 pesos per dollar. 

*Pree market legalized May 13, 1955. 

‘Bank of Mexico selling rate 

*Par value changed from 8.65 to 12.50 pesos 
per dollar, effective April 19, 1954. 


® Par value changed from 5 to 7 cordobas per 
dollar, effective July 1, 1955. 

10 Par value changed from 15 to 21 guaranties 
per dollar, effective August 19, 1954. 

11 Par value shown. Buying and selling rates 
fluctuate slightly around par value. 

* Auction rates in the Rio de Janeiro auc- 
tion of August 16, 1955, for U. S. dollars for 
120-day delivery ranged as follows: First cate- 
gory, 71.2-75.6 cruzeiros per dollar; second 
category, 91.6-108.5; third category, 174-185; 
fourth category, 205.5; fifth category, 286.5. 


These rates must be added to the official sell- 
ing rate, with applicable taxes, in order to 
get the effective selling rates. 

** The use of the Chilean “exceptional free 
fluctuating exchange area” (with selling rate 
of 303 pesos per dollar) has been so extended 
that it recently has become more widely used 
than the 203 rate. (See Foreign Commerce 
wea Aug. 15, 1955, p. 5, and Aug. 22, 1955, 


(For explanation of rates, see notes in For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, Aug. 22, 1955, p. 14.) 





Peruvian Business... 
(Continued from Page 21) 


The contract for irrigation works in 
the Department of Ica has been 
awarded to another U. S. firm, Mont- 
gomery & Co. The Peruvian Govern- 
ment has been authorized to negotiate 
loans up to a total of US$20 million 
for these works. 

Plans are being developed to irrigate 
some 30,000 hectares in the Chincha 
Valley south of Lima, using private 
Peruvian and Venezuelan capital, of 
about 150 million soles. The plans 
involve the construction of a dam in 
the upper part of the Canete River 
and complementary aqueducts. 

The $28-million second phase of the 
Quiroz irrigation project to expand 
agriculture in the Piura Valley in the 
extreme north has been undertaken 
rd the U. S. firm, Morrison-Knudsen 

0. 


The Government approved a con- 
tract with the British firm, George 
Wimpey & Co., Ltd., for the financing 
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and construction of improved port 
works at Salaverry, in the amount of 
£2.2 million. 

The Markus financial group of Lon- 
don is said to have granted a long- 
term credit in the amount of 150 mil- 
lion soles to the Compania Peruana 
de Negocios Internacionales S. A., for 
the purchase of machinery; industrial 
plants; agricultural, mining, fishing, 
and transportation equipment; and 
construction materials. These com- 
modities may be of British or of any 
West European manufacture. The 
same group is reported to have offered 
the Lima bus owners association 300 
British buses on 4-year terms. 

Titeux Export S. A. of Paris, includ- 
ing the Schneider group and with the 
financial support of a banking pool 
headed by the Bank of the European 
Industrial and Financial Union, is 
planning to invest US$15 million in 
Peru. It will be used to finance the 
construction of large industrial plants 
and engineering works, public or pri- 
vate, including hydroelectric plants, 


ports and airports, dams, oil pipelines, 
irrigation works, etc. French machin- 
ery equipment and materials are to 
be furnished—Emb., Lima. 





Australia Faces... 
(Continued from Page 3) 


The Commonwealth Bank has made 
some effort to curb the use of credit 
for expenditures on consumption. In- 
stallment finance companies have bor- 
rowed money from the public at high 
rates, in direct competition with pub- 
lic loans for basic purposes. 

Balances outstanding on retail in- 
stallment-purchase agreements 
financed by finance companies rose 
from approximately A£131 million in 
March 1954 to a total of over A£170 
million a year later. On July 5, the 
Commonwealth Bank requested all 
Australian trading banks not to grant 
additional advances to finance com- 
panies for the purpose of expanding 
installment credit—Cons. Gen., Syd- 
ney. 
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SERVICE 


Listed below are the latest reports 
published by the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce in its World Trade Infor- 
mation Service. 


This publication series is designed 
to provide world traders with a broad, 
efficient reporting service. 

WTIS reports are presented in an 
improved format and printed in easy- 
to-read type. They are arranged in 
five convenient “packages”: 

Part 1, Economic Reports ($6 a year; 
$8.50 if mailed abroad); Part 2, Oper- 
ations Reports ($6 a year; $8.50 if 
mailed abroad); Part 3, Statistical 
Reports ($6 a year; $7.50 if mailed 
abroad); Part 4, Utilities Abroad ($3 
a year; $4 if mailed abroad): Part 5, 
Fairs and Exhibitions ($6 a year; $8 
if mailed abroad). 


Subscriptions for the World Trade 
Information Service may be placed 
with U. S. Department of Commerce 
Field Offices or with the Superintend- 
ent of Documents, U. S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 
Remittances payable to the Superin- 
tendent of Documents should accom- 
pany subscriptions. 


Copies of individual reports also 
raay be purchased from the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices or the Superin- 
tendent of Documents. 

The new WTIS reports are the fol- 
lowing: 

Economic Reports 

Basic Data on the Economy of 
French West Africa. WTIS, Part 1, 
No. 55-82. 12 pp. 10 cents. 

Utilities Abroad 

Ports and Shipbuilding—Basic In- 
formation Sources. WTIS, Part 4, No. 
55-14. 5 pp. 20 cents. 

Japanese Civil Aviation. WTIS, Part 
4, No. 55-15. 6 pp. 20 cents. 

Fairs and Exhibitions 

International Trade Fairs and Ex- 
hibitions in Switzerland. WTIS, Part 
5, No. 55-12. 8 pp. 20 cents. 








Western Germany’s cigarette con- 
sumption totaled 20.7 billion pieces in 
the first half of 1955, compared with 
18.4 billion for the comparable period 
of 1954, the Foreign Agricultural Serv- 
ice reports. 

Cigars increased slightly, whereas 
fine-cut and pipe tobacco continued 
their downward trend evident since 
1951. 
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a Books 
“““ Reports 


Taxes and Fiscal Policy in Under- 
Developed Countries. New York. 
United Nations Technical Assistance 
Administration, 1954. 123 pp. $1. 


Underlying economic and _ fiscal 
problems which have confronted the 
technical missions organized by nu- 
merous national and international 
organizations to deal with public 
finance matters in various countries 
are reviewed in part 1 of the report. 
Problems presented at the Geneva 
Conference on Comparative Fiscal Ad- 
ministration in 1951 also are covered. 
Included is an examination of fiscal 
principles and policies, especially in 
the taxation field, which emerge as 
appropriate to the institutional set- 
ting of the earlier stages of economic 
development. 

Part 2 gives a brief account of 
United Nations technical assistance 
activities in public finance and sum- 
marizes the discussions at the Geneva 
Conference. 


Summaries of fiscal recommenda- 
tions included in reports of selected 
technical assistance missions are pre- 
sented in part 3 of the report. 


Employment Abroad—Facts and Fal- 
lacies. Washington, D. C. Chamber 
of Commerce of the United States, 
1955. 14 pp. 15 cents. 


Pointing out that there are fewer 
job opportunities abroad than is com- 
monly assumed, this booklet high- 
lights some of the major considera- 
tions in looking for employment which 
may result in foreign travel or resi- 
dence. It also indicates the criteria 
used by American businessmen in 
choosing employees for foreign opera- 
tions and lists a few major sources of 
useful information. 


A Statement of the Laws of Haiti in 
Matters Affecting Business. Wash- 
ington, D. C., Pan American Union, 
1955. 77 pp. $3. 

The latest of a series of publications 
covering basic business legislation of 
Latin American countries, this book- 
let contains laws and regulations of 
the Republic of Haiti affecting com- 
merce, investment of foreign capital, 
rights and duties of corporations, for- 
eign companies, and alien employ- 
ment. 

Other sections cover tivil and polit- 
ical rights and obligations, and rights 
to practice professions and engage in 
commerce, agriculture, and industry. 
Legislation enacted in the field of 
taxation, labor and social affairs, 
mining, banking, insurance, forestry, 
and water rights also is given, as well 


rs 


as a resume of the constitution ang 
government of the country. 


Other studies available in this series 
are: Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, 
Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, 
Ecuador, Guatemala, Panama, Parg. 
guay, Peru, and Uruguay. The booklets 
may be purchased from the Division 
of Publications, Pan American Union, 
Washington 6, D. C. 


1955 Survey of Primary Commodity 
Markets. A United Nations publica. 
tion. New York. Columbia Univer. 
sity Press, August 1955. 122 pp. $1.35, 
World production, consumption, and 

trade by individual commodity mar. 

kets and selected commodity groups, 
as well as fluctuations in commodity 
prices are shown in this report pre- 
pared by the Secretariat for the Com- 
mission on International Commodity 

Trade. 

In general, the report covers the 2- 
year period, 1953-54, although figures 
for the first quarter of 1955 are pre- 
sented in some instances. The survey 
contains 50 tables and 20 charts. 





Foreign Trade Data 
Published by OEEC 


Statistical information on imports 
and exports of member countries by 
geographical areas, commodity, value 
indexes, and country of origin and 
destination is published by the Or- 
ganization for European Economic 
Cooperation in 4 series of foreign- 
trade statistical bulletins. 

Series I, Foreign Trade by Geo- 
graphical Areas, issued monthly, is 
available at 75 cents a single copy and 
at $9 on yearly subscription. Series 
II and III, Foreign Trade by Products 
and Geographical Areas and Foreign 


Trade for Selected Commodities, are 
issued quarterly and are obtainable 
at $1 a copy and $4 on yearly 
subscription. 


Series IV, Foreign Trade by Com- 
modity and Country of Origin and 
Destination, is published semiannually, 
and may be purchased for $1 a single 
copy. Yearly subscriptions are $2.50 
for one country and $45 for all 18 
countries. 

In addition, a Bulletin of General 
Statistics, published in 6 bimonthly 
issues provides information on indexes 
of industrial and electric-power pro- 
duction, agricultural production, popu- 
lation, foreign trade, wholesale and 
retail prices, and the economic and 
financial situation of each of the 
OEEC countries. This bulletin is avail- 
able at $1 a single copy and at $9 
on yearly subscription. 


The publications may be obtained 


from the OEEC Mission, 2000 P Street, 
NW., Washington, D. C. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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New Automobile Factory 
Established in Surabaya 


The F. W. Borgward Automobile 
Co. of Bremen, Germany, has estab- 
lished a factory in Surabaya, called 
Borgward-Udatin-Indonesia. 

The Borgward-Udatin-Indonesia 
plans to build 3 types of vehicles, a 
9-door sedan, Isabella—a very popular 
car in the European market—a station 
wagon version of the Isabella, and a 
1%-ton truck. All 3 vehicles will be 
equipped with the same type of gaso- 
line motor. 

The output will be about 150 units 
a month, but it is expected to in- 
crease to about 600 units a month 
within the next 8 to 10 years. 

Indonesian engineers are responsi- 
ble for technical management of the 
plant, however, the German Borgward 
company is sending a technical ad- 
viser to Surabaya to expedite the start 
of the manufacturing process. 

Production began with the assembly 
of prefabricated parts supplied by 
Borgward in Bremen. The Surabaya 
plant eventually will manufacture all 
parts in its own factory. 

In June 1955, the Borgward com- 
pany in Bremen received the necessary 
license from the German Federal 
Government to invest capital in Indo- 
nesia. In July production started in 
the Surabaya plant with parts pur- 
chased from the German company 
for cash payment. Investments by 
the German Borgward company in 
Borgward-Udatin-Indonesia has been 
in the form of manufacturing ma- 
chinery, but it has agreed to build 
up its investments in the Indonesian 
firm to a 50 percent financial interest. 
The balance of the capital will be put 
up by a number of Indonesian firms. 


50 British Television Sets 
To Be Imported by Bermuda 


Approximately 50 British manufac- 
tured television sets are being im- 
ported to be retailed in Bermuda. 

This will be the first commercial 
import of television sets for general 
sale in that country. Although tele- 
vision sets are on the prohibited list 
of items that may be imported from 
the dollar area, no restriction is placed 
on their import from the United King- 
dom. 

These British sets have been adapted 
to receive American television broad- 
casts. Currently no television broad- 
casting is done in Bermuda except by 
the U. S. Air Force at Kindley Air 


Force Base for reception on the base 
only. 
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British Auto Industry Progresses; 
Several New Products Introduced 


New developments in the British automotive industry lead to several 
new types of equipment, new models, and entry into the heavy commer- 


cial-vehicle market. 


The Armstrong Siddeley Sapphire model has become the first British 
car to be provided with power steering, and the first in the world, it is 


claimed by the manufacturers, to have 
such power steering under the control 
of the driver. By moving a small lever 
on the dashboard, the driver is able 
to vary the amount of power assist- 
ance in turning the wheel, or discon- 
nect the power altogether. The device, 
it is believed, should prove very valu- 
able in parking and slow maneuvering. 


This innovation is 1 of 3 new refine- 
ments which can be fitted as extras 
to the Sapphire model. The other fea- 
tures are an adjustable ride control— 
by which the setting of the rear damp- 
ers can be adjusted from the driving 
seat—and electrically operated win- 
dows. 


The Nuffield Organization recently 


Greece Lets Contract 
For Lignite Project 


Greece has granted the Hellenic 
Co., of Chemical Products and Fer- 
tilizers, Ltd., a 40-year concession to 
develop the lignite resources at Ptole- 
mais, Macedonia, by a contract signed 
on June 18. 

The cost of the project, according 
to Greek pres$ reports, is estimated at 
$20 million which is to be financed as 
follows: $13.5 million from American 
economic aid; $3 million credit from 
the German firm, Krupp; and $3.5 
million from the present contractor. 

The contract provides for annual 
production of 1.8 million metric tons 
of lignite, construction of factories to 
produce 200,000 metric tons of lignite 
briquets and 100,000 metric tons of 
semicoke annually, and transfer of 
the project and any reserve funds to 
the Greek Government at the end of 
40 years. 

The Public Power Corporation, a 
Greek governmental agency, will 
utilize the end products of the lignite 
project for the 65,000 kw.-hr. thermo- 
electric plant it will construct in the 
Ptolemais area to supply additional 
electric power for the national net- 
work of power lines. Briquets are to 
be sold chiefly to the Greek State Rail- 
ways, and the semicoke is expected to 
be sold to the metalworking industry 
in Greece. 

The Hellenic American General Lig- 
nite Products Co, Ltd., which pre- 
viously held this concession, has been 
relieved of contractual obligations — 
Emb., Athens. 








reintroduced a 6-cylinder Morris car, 
the Isis, which is available as a stand- 
ard or de luxe sedan, or as the Isis 
Traveler which seats 8 people. 


New 7-Ton Truck Marketed 

The engine is the British Motor 
Corporation’s 6-cylinder overhead 
valve unit, which develops 86-brake 
horsepower at 4,250 revolutions a min- 
ute, and is claimed to give the car the 
highest touring performance yet of- 
fered in the Morris range. The front 
bench-type and rear seats of the 
sedans provide accommodation for 6 
people, and the capacity of the gas- 
oline tank is 12 gallons. 

The British Motor Corporation re- 
cently announced its entry into the 
heavy commercial-vehicle market with 
an entirely new 7-ton BMC truck. The 
truck is to be marketed by both the 
Austin and Morris commercial vehicle 
dealer organizations in the United 
Kingdom and overseas, and it will sup- 
plement the existing 5-cwt. to 5-ton 
series. 

Among the outstanding features of 
the new forward control 7-ton truck 
are power-assisted steering, 2-speed 
rear axle, BMC diesel engine, and 
vacuum serve braking. 

The prototype of a new 3-wheel car, 
called the Powerdrive, was introduced 
in Great Britain recently. The car is 
said to have a top speed of 65 miles 
an hour, a cruising speed of 50 miles an 
hour, and a gasoline consumption of 65 
miles a gallon. Its power unit is the 
British Anzani, twin-cylinder, 2-stroke 
engine. Though the car is not yet in 
production, the price will be approxi- 
mately £380, including purchase tax 
(£1=—US$2.80). 

A clutchless-gear-change system 
which enables a car to be started from 
rest, and all the upward and downward 
gear changes to be made without 
touching the clutch pedal at any time, 
is reported to be now in production in 
the United Kingdom. 

Known as the Servomatic system, 
and claimed to be available for fitting 
to any car, the new device employs a 
serve piston connected to the clutch 
pedal and operated by the induction 
manifold depression. 

The manufacturers are Seryvomatic 
Clutches (Coventry), Ltd. Abbey 
Grove Works, Nuneaton, Warwick- 
shire, and the device, which is being 


(Continued on Page 27) 
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French Sponsor Drive To Promote 
Bordeaux Wines in United States 


The wine producers of Bordeaux, France, have initiated a drive to 
expand sales of the region’s famous wines in the American market. 

A feature of the new program is the adoption of a seal of quality, 
which must be affixed to each bottle of wine shipped to the United 


States by participating exporters. 


wines will be subjected to exacting 
tests designed to assure the American 
public of a quality product. 

Wine exporters hope to increase 
U. S. consumption of Bordeaux wines 
through promotional work of two out- 
standing trade associations, the In- 
terprofessional Council of Bordeaux 
Wines (CIVB) and the Association for 
the Development of the Export of Bor- 
deaux Wines (ADEB). 

An initial step in this part of the 
program came in June with the estab- 
lishment of the Bordeaux Wine In- 
formation Bureau at 16 East 4lst 
Street, New York, N. Y. The bureau 
will distribute an educational booklet, 
tentatively entitled, “How to Become 
a Wine Expert.” A special educational 
campaign is also being undertaken 
among American wine waiters and in 
hotel schools. Other promotional de- 
vices will include the release of data 
for inclusion in syndicated columns 
and news features for food editors 
and women’s page editors throughout 
the United States. Finally, a series 
of six wine tastings will be held in 
U. S. cities. 


Theaters Participate 

Supplementing the educational ap- 
proach is the planned utilization of 
the local color of the Bordeaux region 
in the many-faceted publicity drive. 
A color motion-picture short with a 
plot built around a bottle of Bordeaux 
wine already has been filmed by an 
American firm and will be released 
through the firm’s theaters in the 
United States and Canada. 

In addition, a full-length cinema- 
scope film will be produced in 1956 
in the ancient village of St. Emilion, 
center of one of the world’s most fa- 
mous wine districts. The Radio City 
Music Hall plans to stage a show on 
the theme Bordeaux as part of the 
theater’s well-known Easter program. 
Bordeaux Red, long a popular color 
in Europe, will be featured by design- 
ers for U. S. styles. 


If plans materialize, the Bordeaux 
area will sponsor an annual regional 
wine festival, which should prove at- 
tractive to American tourists in 
France. A projected tourist informa- 
tion center in Bordeaux would further 
utilize tourism possibilities of the re- 
gion to publicize Bordeaux wines. In 
the meantime, the Wine Information 
Bureau’s permanent representative in 
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To qualify for the seal, Bordeaux 





Bordeaux, William Fifield, is assisting 
American tourists in making tours of 
nearby wine districts. 


Overproduction Serious Problem 


In instituting the campaign, French 
exporters are seeking to bolster the 
highly important, but sagging, wine 
sector of the economy of the Bordeaux 
area. Overproduction of wine in recent 
years has been a recurrent and serious 
problem in the district. This year’s 
wine is expected to be one of the 
greatest produced in many years, but 
some producers fear that the excellent 
harvest will only result in additional 
marketing problems. Some are now 
being forced to sell below costs to pro- 
vide adequate storage space for the 
forthcoming crop. 


As a solution to the wine industry’s 
problems, the French Government has 
offered a program based on the volun- 
tary uprooting of vineyards by pro- 
ducers, and on the granting of assis- 
tance to enable vintners to change 
over to the production of other agri- 
cultural commodities. Participation 
in the uprooting program is lagging, 
however, probably because of the rela- 
tively depressed state of French 
farmers producing other crops and the 
deep-seated tradition of wine produc- 
tion in the Bordeaux area. 


Rather than continue to curtail pro- 
duction, the wine shippers have de- 
cided upon active promotion of their 
sales abroad. They believe that the 
United States, in particular, represents 
a great potential market for their high 
quality wines—Cons., Bordeaux. 





French Exports of Motor 
Vehicles Up in ‘55 


French exports of motor ve- 
hicles increased in the first half 
of 1955 to 72,938 passenger cars 
and 18439 trucks and buses 
from 46,321 and 15,842, respec- 
tively, in the corresponding 6 
months of 1954. 

Of 1955 exports, 23,465 passen- 
ger cars, and 10,274 trucks and 
buses were shipped to oversea 
French possessions; 35,313 and 
5,441, respectively, to European 
countries; and 14,160 and 2,724 
to other countries. 
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India Supply Mission 


Awards Contracts 


The India Supply Mission, 259 
Massachusetts Avenue, NW., Washing- 
ton 8, D. C., reports details of contracts 
valued at over $10,000, awarded by its 
organization in June and July, as 
follows: 

Contract No. C-346/2/429T, dateq 
July 18, 1955. 3 hole openers cyt. 
ters. Contract value: $35,941.01. Sup. 
plier: Ideco, a division of Dresser 
Equipment Co., P. O. Box 1331, Dallas, 
Tex. 

Contract No. B-362/4316, dated July 
21, 1955. 9 rolling mills. Contract 
value: $13,882.34. Supplier: Stewart 
Mfg. Co., Inc. 4728 37th Street, New 
York, N. Y. 

Contract No. A3/4/W-14/4398, dated 
July 7, 1955. 9,000 long tons of wheat. 
Contract value: $743,399.33. Supplier 
Rollin International, Inc., C-10 Prod- 
uce Exchange, New York, N. Y, 

Contract No. B-345/E/4527, dated 
July 13, 1955. 1 crawler tractor. Con- 
tract value: $16,509.50. Supplier: In- 
ternational Harvester Export Co. 
Harvester Bldg., Chicago 1, Ii. 

Contract No. B-326/4580, dated July 
27, 1955. 9 gas compressor spares. Con- 
tract value: $14,595.08. Supplier: 
Cooper Bessmer Corp., Suite 1411, 12 
West 43d Street, New York, N. Y. 

Contract No. C-435/1/4582, dated 
July 27, 1955. 43 automobile spares. 
Contract value: $10,694.45. Supplier: 
Mott Haven Truck Parts, Inc., 429 
Bruckner Boulevard at 144th Street, 
New York 55, N. Y. 

Contract No. B-345/H/4586, dated 
July 29, 1955. 1 air compressor. Con- 
tract value: $71,815.80. Supplier: Arpic 
Engineering, Chausse De Boom, Wil- 
rijk, Anvers, Belgium. 

Contract No. B-345/C-1/4587, dated 
July 27, 1955. 1 welding set. Contract 
value: $14,864.08. Supplier: Hobart 
Bros. Hobart Square, Troy, Ohio. 

Contract No. B-126/P/4604, dated 
July 29, 1955. 1 printing machine. Con- 
tract value: $32,465.00. Supplier: R. W. 
Crabtree & Sons, Ltd., Water Lane, 
Leeds 11, England. 

Contract No. B-273/C/4620, dated 
July 30, 1955. 2 drilling rigs. Con- 
tract value: $19,701.00. Supplier: 
George E. Failing Co., 45 Rockefeller 
Plaza, New York 20, N. Y. 

Contract No. C-527/1-4509, dated 
June 30, 1955. 383 radar spares. Con- 
tract value: $22,114.93. Supplier: 
Canadian Commercial Corp., Ottawa, 
Canada. 





Japan’s raw silk production in 1954 
was 34.1 million pounds compared with 
33.3 million in 1953, the Foreign Agri- 
cultural Service reports. 


Exports are reported at 10.1 million 


pounds in 1954 compared with 84 
million in 1953. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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Bolivia Stresses... 
Continued from Page 4) 


active minerals. One of the engineers 

ted to the press that scintillator 
readings while flying over the region 
indicated substantial radioactivity. 
The press also reported that the area 
is believed to contain deposits of gold 
and petroleum. 

The Minister of Mines received from 
the owner of a tin smelter in Oruro, 
an operation report covering the last 
g years, which indicated 100 tons per 
month production of fine tin in ingots, 
ysing only Bolivian raw materials. 
The saving in realization costs re- 
suiting from the smelting of this 
quantity of tin in Bolivia was empha- 
sized. Export of a small quantity of 
Bolivian tin ingots for use in the 
Chilean railroad system is contem- 
plated. 

A supreme resolution of the Min- 
istry of Finance of June 3, extends to 
the medium-sized mines, which are 
the larger privately owned mines, ex- 
emption from certain customs charges 
which were extended to the small 
mines a month earlier. 

The effect of this action is to reduce 
appreciably the delivered cost of min- 
ing machinery and other approved 
imported mining supplies. 

In another move to assist the pri- 
vate mining industry, the Mining 
Bank has reduced by one-third the 
rates of interest charged for loans, 
advances, and discounted documents. 

All mining properties were required 
to be registered with the Mining Bank 
during the period June 15-30. Only 
properties so registered will be eligible 
for the benefits of applicable portions 
of the decree of March 23 which pro- 
vided for higher prices for minerals 
and for bonus payments for produc- 
tion in excess of the 1952-54 average. 
(See Foreign Commerce Weekly, Apr. 
18, 1955, p. 8.) 

On June 19, the Bolivian Govern- 
ment established new fees for the 
publication in the Mining Bulletin of 
the various Departments of mining 
claims notices, extracts of contracts 
or leases, and other legal notices per- 
taining to the mining industry. The 
decree also provides for the regula- 
tion of the publication of the various 
Mining Bulletins. 

The recently completed iron smelter 
in Cochabamba has not been able to 
start operations because the contrac- 
tor has failed to provide fuel. The 
smelter will consume 5 metric tons of 
charcoal daily which the owner is now 
undertaking to procure from his own 
property. 

It is estimated that a projected iron 
foundry near Sucre would produce 250 
tons of iron a month. It is reported 
that help in completion of this instal- 
lation has been requested of the Bo- 
livian Mining Bank. 

The renewed weakness in the free- 
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Motor Vehicle Imports 
In S. Africa Up in '54 


Imports of motor vehicles by the 
Union of South Africa increased some 
in 1954. 


Total imports for 1954, with 1953 
figures in parentheses, were as fol- 
lows: New passenger cars, 1,636 
(1,549); used passenger cars, 1,442 
(1,025); passenger-car chassis, 36,158 
(37,526); trucks, 553 (590); truck and 
bus chassis, 20,187 (13,169). 


As a result of expansion projects 
engaged in by the automobile com- 
panies, and the increase in import al- 
locations for: the first half of 1955, the 
outlook for the automobile industry 
appears promising. 


Production of parts and accessories 
developed further in 1954. A Port 
Elizabeth firm began manufacturing 
the wraparound-type windshield in 
line with the current tendency to 
stretch import allocations in order to 
obtain the maximum number of auto- 
mobile units by manufacturing as 
many parts as possible in South 
Africa. 





market rate of exchange of the boli- 
viano which became evident late in 
May has persisted except for brief 
periods of firmness. The rate stood at 
2,620 bolivianos to the dollar on June 
3, and 3,000 to the dollar on July 29 
with a slight recovery to 2,935 on Au- 
gust 4. Sales of dollars at Govern- 
ment auction amounted to $163,416 
in July, with rates ranging from 2,- 
765 to 3.189 bolivianos to the dollar. 


The Bolivian Government has de- 
creed that importing firms must make 
a declaration stating the amount of 
the commission they receive from for- 
eign suppliers on import orders. 


Bolivia’s first pencil factory has 
been authorized. The plant’s produc- 
tion capacity will be about 150 gross 
of pencils per 8-hour day, which is 
more than enough to cover domestic 
consumption. The plant could begin 
the production of pencils within 18 
months after foreign exchange is 
made available by the Bolivian Gov- 
ernment for necessary machinery 
costing $43,233. Present imports of 
pencils amount to approximately $65,- 
900 annually. 


Preliminary information published 
in May indicated that an electric rate 
increase for La Paz and vicinity 
amounting to 70 percent or more would 
be implemented, effective retroactively 
to March 23, the date a general wage 
increase became effective. In late June 
a rate increase was approved by the 
La Paz municipal government, but it 
averaged only 43 percent. The increase 
for small consumers — principally 
working class families—was only 30 
percent.—Emb., La Paz. 


South Africa Begins 
Assembly of Tractors 


Two companies in the Union of 
South Africa now are assembling farm 
tractors. 


English Fordson and David Brown 
English Tractor established the two 
assembly plants in 1954 and are im- 
porting knocked-down tractors and 
the principal component parts for 
local assembly. 


Certain component parts, besides 
tires, reportedly are being produced 
locally, and within 3 or 4 years, do- 
mestic manufacturers hope to supply 
30 to 40 percent of these parts. 


Trade sources report that diesel- 
type tractors are becoming increas- 
ingly popular with farmers, and one 
source estimates that they account for 
almost 90 percent of present orders. 

No tractors are produced in the 
Union of South Africa. Most of them 
are assembled abroad and imported 
as complete units, except those re- 
quiring rubber tires, which are sup- 
plied from local production. 


Agricultural tractors imported into 
the Union in 1954 amounted to 10,869 
compared with 8,373 in 1953. 


Trade sources estimate that 1955 
imports will exceed those of 1954 by 
approximately 35 percent. The cur- 
rent demand for agricultural tractors 
is such that 1954 imports should be 
exceeded by 50 percent in 1956 and 
by 65 percent in 1957. These estimates 
are based on the relaxation of im- 
port controls and continued agricul- 
tural success. 





British Auto... 
(Continued from Page 25) 


marketed through garages as an acces- 
sory, is priced at £35 plus fitting costs. 


A new device, called Car-Stirs, pri- 
marily intended to enable vehicles to 
be shifted bodily away from the side- 
walk, was recently demonstrated in 
London. 


Marketed by C. Ryan and Co., 2-20 
Capper Street, London, W. C. 1., the 
accessory is for vehicles up to 21 cwt., 
though it is believed that a device for 
heavier vehicles is available. 


Car-Stirs are used in pairs so that 
either the front or rear of a vehicle 
may be supported on wheeled plat- 
forms and swung toward the center of 
the road by pushing. The vehicle can 
then be driven off the Car-Stirs clear 
into the highway. The accessory is 
also useful in garages to park vehicles 
close together and make better use of 
available floor space. 





Jamaica’s canned milk products in 
1954 amounted to 2.6 million pounds 
worth $369,000, the Foreign Agricul- 
tural Service reports. 
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U. S. Program for Second Year of 
Trade Fair Movement Starts Well 


With the support of Congress, the U. S. Government, in cooporation 
with industry, will take part in 18 trade fairs during the fiscal year. 
In announcing the official schedule, the Office of International Trade 
Fairs, U. S. Department of Commerce, disclosed that 7 of the fairs are 
to be held in the Near and Far East; 8, including Trade Missions only 


at Lyon, France, and Hanover, Ger- 
many, in Europe; 2 in Latin America 
and 1 in Africa. 

Already, the program—the second 
year of official participation in the 
ancient trade fair movement by Amer- 
ica—is underway with considerable 
success. Huge crowds have attended 
the joint Government-industry ex- 
hibit since the opening of the Indone- 
sian International Fair at Djakarta, 
August 18. Much interest also is re- 
ported in this country’s first appear- 
ance in the St. Erik’s International 
Fair, largest in Scandinavia, which 
opened on August 27, in Stockholm, 
Sweden. 

The program will reach its busiest 
period in September when 7 trade 
fairs will have official U. S. Govern- 
ment participation. In addition to 
Indonesia and Sweden, U. S. Central 
Exhibits and Trade Mission Centers 
are participating at Salonika, Greece; 
Bari, Italy; Karachi, Pakistan; Vienna, 
Austria; and Berlin, Germany. 

Twelve to 15 million persons saw 
the spring crash program, and al- 
most twice that number is expected 
to view the fairs scheduled for the 
second year of the program since they 
will be principally in heavily populated 
Asia. The primary purpose of these 
fairs is to sell America to all parts 
of the free world and to show the 
millions of fair visitors that the United 
States is dedicated to peaceful pro- 
duction. 


Industry Cooperative 

The United States is getting its 
money’s worth from the trade fair 
movement, according to the Director 
of the Office of International Trade 
Fairs who also had this to say: “for 
every dollar we use of Government 
money, industry is spending hundreds 
of dollars loaning and giving us their 
newest products to incorporate in U. S. 
Central Exhibits throughout the trade 
fairs in Europe, the Far East and 
Middle East. I want to emphasize 
that industry has been 100 percent 
cooperative, with more than 1,000 
companies, small and large, assisting 
us.” 

“Private business has certainly tak- 
en advantage of these international 
endeavors. American business has 
been advising the Department of 
Commerce of available products or 
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machines, which will help us tell the 
American story, or roll up the window 
shades on American life.” 

Some 25,000 firms representing 10 
countries asked business questions of 
the trade missions during the spring 
fairs, and 5,000 of them had con- 
sultations ranging from 15 to 45 min- 
utes on problems of import, export, 
licensing, and others. This is the first 
time that the United States has offi- 
cially participated in these trade fairs 
and in the language of the trade, 
there has been, of necessity, some 
trial and error, but the program has 
been well started and will become 
measurably improved, the director 
said. 


As in the spring program, the U. S. 
Government Central Exhibit will em- 
phasize some theme describing Amer- 
ican life under the free enterprise 
system, or American industry’s pro- 
duction for peace. Particularly in 
Asia, the United States will show how 
its science and industry can help raise 
their standards of living. American 
exhibits in general, will devote much 
attention to differing national needs 
in addition to stressing things of in- 
terest in any land. 


In Asia, principal features of U. S. 
exhibits will be the first major demon- 
stration of live television with native 
performers, new surgical and dental 
apparatus, farming and heavy in- 
dustrial equipment, tractors, building 
and earth-moving equipment, trans- 





portation, irrigation systems, and air. 
conditioning. 
Peacetime uses of atomic energy algo 


will be featured in these displays, 
Atoms-for-Peace shows are being pre- 
sented at fairs in Salonika, Greece; 
Bari, Italy; New Delhi, India; Bogota, 
Colombia; and Ciudad Trujillo, Do- 
minican Republic. The exhibits il- 
lustrate the story of U. S. progress— 
and the contributions made by scien- 
tists of other free nations—in the use 
of atomic energy for the benefit of 
mankind. The atomic show features 
a complete radiochemical hot lab- 
oratory, a 30-foot graphite reactor 
mockup, and a pair of magic hands 
usec! to handle radioactive materials, 

Some of the highlights of the U. &. 
Central Exhibit for the current pro- 
gram follow: 

Djakarta, Indonesia.—Products in- 
clude knitting machines and samples 
of knitted cloth, industrial and house- 
hold sewing machines, airplanes, 





model railroad yard, automobiles 
showing evolution from early models 
to present streamline designs, and live 
television. 

Stockholm, Sweden.—Full-scale fur- 
nished five-room house with American 
family—husband, wife and children— 


Schedule of International Trade Fairs for the Fiscal Year 1956 in Which 
the United States Is Officially Participating 


Djiakarta, Indonesia ...........seees- Indonesian International Fair 


Stockholm, Sweden 
Salonika, Greece 
Bari, Italy 
Karachi, Pakistan 
Vienna, Austria 
Berlin, Germany 
New Delhi, India 


1955 
buekdduad Aug. 18-Sept. 26. 


pebdneencouseeens St. Erik’s International Fair ...........Aug. 27-Sept. 11. 
ee ree International Trade Fair 
CSCReEeCeeceeeoncosoeteses International Levant Fair .............Sept. 9-Sept. 27. 
ighewgenehsnteeea Pakistan International Industries Fair. .Sept. 16-Oct. 9. 

Se ee ee International Autumn Fair 
iinhebeewnwneNeees German Industries Fair 
(iec~cieowwoneue Indian Industries Pair .................Oct. 29-Dec. 15. 


Ey eee Sept. 4-Sept. 25. 


hcsewenee ee Sept. 11-Sept. 18. 
sevcccesoces ce MDG: SEGRE 


Phnom Penh, Cambodia ........... Phnom Penh International Exposition. .Nov. 1-Nov. 20. 


Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Bogota, Colombia 

Ciudad Trujillo, 
Dominican Republic 


beet v0ebeonter Ethiopian Silver Jubilee Fair ..........Nov. 5-Dec. 4. 
ek ob enenwandabee International Industries Fair ....... 


Nov. 25-Dec. 11. 


ee International Pair for Peace 


IL, oon ctr deandneniegeacce set Dec. 20-Feb. 27, 1956. 
1956 

Gememene, GePsG. ccccicoscvcccevcees The Royal Agricultural and Food 
PTT Te eee eee Jan. 12-26. 

Capt, GAGOM cicesccccvcccccescsuses International Trade Pair .............. Apr. 8-22. 

PL a cecnteecgesecns econ cans International Samples Fair ............ Apr. 12-27. 

BMG, DOMMOO® coccccccccsccecceeonves International Trade Fair ............... Apr. 7-16. 

MABOVEE, GEFMMaRy *® .cccccccceccecves German Industries Fair ............... Apr. 29-May 8. 

SD. cvceccdsceeccccepenc cs International Trade Fair .............. May 5-21. 


Note: Trade Missions and Trade Information Centers to be an integral part of each U. 8. 


Government participation. 


1 Trade Mission and Information Center only. 
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some 345 appliances and articles 
associated with everyday life. 


salonika, Greece.—American farm- 
ing and food-packing methods; actual 
m demonstration by American 
School on uses of tractors and 
other farm equipment, fertilizers, 
jrrigation projects and the like; knit- 
ting machines, modern kitchen, and 
freezing units. 

Karachi, Pakistan.—Sewing, 
ing and wood-working machines; 
fnished products made on the ma- 
chines will be exhibited; poultry rais- 
ing equipment; exhibits operating on 
natural gas, which is a recent innova- 
tion in Pakistan; automatic voting 
machine; live television, generators, 
fashion show of U. S. women’s styles 
and manufacture made from imported 
Pakistani jute. 

Vienna, Austria—Parts of the 
American Home, with special reference 
to electrical equipment, laundry and 


knit- 


general utility equipment, kitchen 
equipment, agricultural machinery, 
closed television circuit, fiber-glass 


poats, electronics and plastic articles, 
and a demonstration of synthetic 
fibers—Test Tubes to Textiles—with 
finished fabrics displayed in a live 
fashion show. 

Berlin, Germany.—Textiles in the 
Family of Man, will be the theme of 
the event; demonstrations planned of 
needle trade skills, including sewing 
and styling, with live models to show 
finished products; developments in 
synthetic fibers, such as nylon, dacron, 
and others; colorful display of man- 
made fibers similar to Test Tubes to 
Textiles Exhibit in Vienna. 

New Delhi, India.—This fair is the 
largest one to be held in Southeast 
Asia; latest electronic equipment, in- 


cluding fathometer, radio direction 
finder, and other radar equipment; 
American Red Cross safety exhibit; 
animated diorama and medical dis- 
play; model American kitchen all- 
electric House of Magic will be among 
exhibits of industrial products, ap- 
pliances, equipment and machinery; 





investment in 


COLOMBIA 


conditions and outlook 
for United States investors 


. A handbook of basic back- 
ground information prepared by the 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce . . 


55 cents 


From U. S. Department of Commerce 
Field Offices, or from the Superintendent 
of Documents, U. S$. Government Print- 
Ing Office, Washington 25, D. 
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Autumn Fair in Vienna Features 
America at Home, Work, and Play 


America at Home, at Work, and at Play is the theme of the first 
participation by the United States in the International Autumn Fair in 
Vienna, Austria, the Office of International Trade Fairs, U. 8. Depart- 


ment of Commerce, has announced. 


The fair opened Sunday, September 11, and continued through the 


following Sunday, September 18. An 
exhibit of the home and _=6 sur- 
roundings of an American family, 
with actors demonstrating how we 
live, work, and play, occupied 2,000 
square meters of space in the eastern 
end of the Hall of Nations. 


Three types of kitchens illustrated 
how the American housewife enjoys 
modern-day labor-saving appliances, 
such as dishwashers, garbage dispos- 
als, electric stoves and mixers, refrig- 
erators and freezers, deep fryers, and 
many other related items. The kitch- 
ens, each 15 feet square, were true- 
to-life, with wall paper, tile floor 
covering, dining stools, and other ac- 
cessories. All appliances were opera- 
tional. 

Another home highlight was a com- 
plete bathroom, featuring square tub 
and shower, glass enclosed doors, and 
twin washbowls. The United States, 
following its popular exhibit in the 
Fair of Paris, has chosen to concen- 





power tools, lathes and power presses; 
closed-circuit television; and _ the 
largest exhibit ever assembled of ad- 
vances in the use of the atom for 
peace and human wellbeing. 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.—In celebra- 
tion of Haile Selassie’s 25-year reign, 
this Silver Jubilee Fair represents the 
festival type of exhibit with secondary 
consideration on industrial products; 
United States will show farming aids, 
methods and machinery; box-making 
machine, woodworking tools, sewing 
machines, a model vegetable farm and 
poultry farm; special exhibits planned 
to fit in with Ethiopian grain and 
coffee-growing industry; a United 
States voting machine and voting 
booth, where visitors will have oppor- 
tunity to vote for their favorite ex- 
hibit at the fair. 

Ciudad Trujillo, Dominican Repub- 
lic.—Plans include Atoms-for-Peace 
display, demonstrations of agricultural 
methods, aids and machinery; story 
of poultry and milk production and 
how to grow better crops and raise 
larger animals will be told; sewing 
machines, television and Do-It-Your- 
self workshop. 


Bogota, Colombia.—Tentative plans 
include exhibit on atomic energy for 
peace, the story of antibiotics and their 
contribution to mankind, agricultural 
methods and aids, food processing and 
packaging, and color television. 





trate on what is probably the closest 
to the Austrian’s heart, the kitchen. 


Do-it-Yourself Workshop Shown 

A do-it-yourself workshop was ex- 
pected to attract considerable interest 
at the Vienna fair. The equipment 
used will manufacture products of 
aluminum and wood suitable for in- 
stallation in the home. This work- 
shop also demonstrated how the 
American enjoys building for himself 
and how he applies his leisure time 
and talent in this direction. The do- 
it-yourself workshop was expected to 
attract large numbers of potential 
carpenters, cabinet makers, and home 
builders. 

The America at Play exhibit fea- 
tured canoes, rowboats, toy trains, 
fishing gear, plastic-wading pools, ra- 
dio and tape recorders, phonographs, 
and garden equipment. 

Gas and electric chains saws, cross- 
section of an aircraft engine, large ag- 
ricultural machinery with fork-lift 
trucks, and several types of small 
airplanes used by executives were 
among the items illustrating how 
America works. A giant test tube with 
streams of light to represent the 
various chemicals used to make syn- 
thetic fibers also was exhibited. The 
fabrics were then displayed in a live 
style show. 


A medical display, including the 
latest developments in electronic 
equipment, told the story of health. 
It included a cardiograph machine, 
which would register and show on 
graphs the heart beat of spectators. 
Latest surgical instruments also were 
on display, showing their use in brain 
and eye operations. 


Clement R. Hoopes, former manager 
of the U. S. Exhibit at the Valencia 
fair, was the Vienna fair manager. 
Peter G. Harnden was the designer of 
the U. S. Central Exhibit. Guy E. 
Wyatt, Director, Office of Field Serv- 
ice, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
headed the Trade Mission, which was 
available to consult with fair visitors 
on questions pertaining to two-way 
trade. 


The Vienna fair was the sixth in 
the United States International Trade 
Fair program for this fall. Currently, 
American Central Exhibits are being 
shown at Indonesia; Stockholm, 
Sweden; Salonika, Greece; Karachi, 
Pakistan; and Bari, Italy. 
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Inter-American Highway Permits 
1-Day Drive Between Countries 


_ The distance between one national capital and another on the sec- 
tion of the Inter-American Highway running from San Jose, Costa 
Rica, to Guatemala City, Guatemala, can now be covered in a day’s 


drive. 


All documents, however, both for the traveler and for the vehicle 


must be in perfect order before in- 
ter-American travel is begun. 
Although highway authorities state 
that the entire route between San 
Jose and Guatemala City is either 
paved or all-weather, many sections of 
the highway can be traveled during 
heavy rains only with difficulty. Two 
rivers in northern Nicaragua must be 
forded—one frequently necessitating a 
delay of several hours before it can be 





This is an account of a 974-mile tour 
of the Inter-American Highway from 
San Jose, Costa Rica, to Guatemala 

City, Guatemala, made July 2-17 by 
' David de Lima, American Foreign 
Service Officer. A standard 6-passenger 
automobile was used. 

Though the tour was a vacation 
trip, without official significance, Mr. 
de Lima’s first-hand comments on 
highway conditions, accommodations, 
and travel facilities are presented here 
because of the wide interest in the 
progress of construction of the high- 
way. 





crossed at the peak of the rainy 
season. 


In each of the countries, except El 
Salvador, there are numerous sections 
of “washboard” and broken highway 
which, although passable, are main- 
tained poorly or not at all. In southern 
Guatemala, for example, a section of 
approximately 90 miles of narrow, 
poorly graded mountain road can be 
traveled safely only at an average 
speed of 22 miles an hour. 


For the most part the highway is 
constructed only to the limits of the 
score of small pueblos that make up 
many towns through which it passes. 
The traveler threads his way through 
winding, muddy streets cluttered with 





animals before picking up the highway 
at the other end—at a considerable 
sacrifice in driving time. 


Good Roads Interrupted 

Beginning with Costa Rica, approxi- 
mately 20 miles of hard-top road be- 
tween Grecia and San Ramon has de- 
teriorated badly, and the section of 
highway between San Ramon and 
Barranca has suffered from lack of 
proper maintenance. The compara- 
tively new section of gravel-surfaced 
highway from Barranca north to 
Canas has also deteriorated appreci- 
ably as a result of heavy rains in 
Guanacaste Province. The highway is 
in excellent condition from Liberia to 
the Nicaraguan border. 

In Nicaragua the highway is paved 
for a distance of approximately 50 
miles both north and south of Man- 
agua. Except for the rivers to be 
forded in the north and the need to 
replace several dilapidated wooden 
bridges, the Nicaraguan section pre- 
sents no serious travel problems. 

The part of the Inter-American 
Highway crossing Honduras presents 
few obstacles to normal travel and 
on the whole is well maintained. The 
newly inaugurated South Highway, 
linking Tegucigalpa with the Inter- 
American Highway at Jicaro Galan, is 
paved for a distance of only 25 kilo- 
meters. This highway until fully 
paved will continue to be dangerous 
when wet except at very low speed. 
Continuous rock slides add to the diffi- 
culty of traveling this road. 

Conditions are especially good in El 
Salvador. There the highway, with 
the exception of 36 kilometers north- 
ward from its southern terminus, now 
being resurfaced, is paved from border 


Inter-American Highway Conditions From 
Costa Rica to Guatemala 


From 


San Jose 
Nicaragua border 


Honduras border 
Jicaro Galan 
Tegucigalpa 


To 


Nicaragua border 
Managua 
Honduras border 
Jicaro Galan? 
Tegucigalpa 
Jicaro Galan 


Jicaro Galan El Salvador border 
El Salvador border San Salvador 
San Salvador Guatemala border 


Guatemala border 
Total 


Guatemala City 


eee eee PPP Pee Pee eee eee eee eee eee eee 


___Distance _ 

Condition Kms. Miles 
Paved and all-weather 312 194 
do. 148 92 
oO. 235 146 
All-weather 113 70 
Paved and all-weather 118 73 
do. 118 73 
All-weather 42 26 
Paved 218 135 
Paved 97 61 
Paved and all-weather 167 104 
knead heedieditasrebeeeses 1,568 974 


1 Junction of Inter-American Highway and South Highway to Tegucigalpe. 
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to border and is very well maintaineg 

The 67-kilometer stretch extending 
northward to Guatemala City ig the 
widest, best-surfaced length of 
ern, high-speed highway betwee, 
Costa Rica and Guatemala. 


Delays Encountered at Borders 


Next to the menace of r 
animals the greatest single deterrent 
to travel over the Inter-Americay 
Highway is the delay encountered by 
the traveler at border points. From 4 
minutes to 2 hours are required % 
clear customs, immigration, and mij. 
tary inspections. On completing such 
inspections in one country, per 
100 meters beyond the traveler crogges 
into another country, repeats the 
procedures, and loses more time. 

Border clearance is required both 
to enter and to leave each country, 
and personnel at the inspection posts 
is required to obtain and record de. 
tailed information. Some countries 
particularly El Salvador and Nica- 


Guatemala City-San Jose Section 
Of Pan American Highway 





sail 














ragua, maintain similar check points 
within their borders. Some inspec- 





tion posts are closed down from 2 
noon to 2 p. m. for a 2-hour “siesta.” 
For instance, a traveler arriving at 
the border between Guatemala and B 
Salvador at 12:10 p. m. is required t 
wait 1 hour and 50 minutes for the 
gate to open. Inspection then begins, 
and thus about 3 hours of daylight 
driving time is lost. 
Cities Offer Accommodations 


Suitable overnight accommodations 
are found only in the capital cities, 
where hotel rates for a double room, 
meals included, range from $17 a day 
in Nicaragua to $24 a day in Guate- 
mala. No tourist courts or motels are 
to be found on the highway .between 
San Jose and Guatemala. 

Only in some of the capital cities 
can first-class automobile parts and 
repairs be obtained. Few, if any, 
roadside garages are to be found, and 
although gasoline may be purchased 
enroute, pumps are more often located 
in the principal towns and cities. 
Gasoline prices range from $0.45 t 
$0.65 a gallon depending on the dis- 
tance it is hauled to dispensers. 
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BEA Now Arranges for 
Car Hire at Airports 


British European Airways was to 
introduce on September 1, a plan 
whereby its passengers might hire a 
self-drive car at any of 21 different 

rts in the following 10 countries: 

um, Denmark, France, Germany, 
Holland, Italy, Norway, Sweden, Swit- 
gerland, and Cyprus. 

BEA has made agreements with 
rental contractors having over 3,000 
ears. Only modern automobiles are to 
be used, including a wide variety of 
British, Continental, and American 
makes. In some countries, such as 
Switzerland, luggage racks and chains 
will be fitted on request without extra 
charge. 

A car may be reserved at any BEA 
office or travel agent in the United 
Kingdom when the passenger arranges 
for his plane passage. The car will 
then be ready to drive away from the 
airport when the passenger completes 
his journey. A fee will be charged if 
the car is left at an airport or in a 
vicinity other than the one at which 
it had been obtained. 


The cost of this service is estimated 


at about £2.10.0 (US$7) a day plus 
gasoline. 
The same facilities are to be intro- 


duced in cities served by BEA domestic 
flights, namely, London, Belfast, Edin- 
burgh, Glasgow, Liverpool, and Man- 
chester. They should prove a con- 
yenience to large segments of the 
British public, particularly business- 
men. 





India Acts to Facilitate Entry, 
Travel of Foreign Tourists 


A number of measures have been 
introduced by the Government of 
India to help incoming tourists avoid 
inconvenience and loss of time, the 
Indian press reports. 


The following measures, recom- 
mended by a joint committee of of- 
ficials of the Transport Ministry and 
other Government agencies, came into 
force on July 15: 


eReplacement of the long baggage- 
declaration form by a card designed 
to elicit data on the dutiable status 
of baggage. 

eIntroduction of a single currency 
exchange form applicable to all cur- 
rencies, instead of three. 

eProvision for clearance at the air- 
port of unaccompanied baggage to 
obviate otherwise necessary visits to 
the customshouse. 


A later report indicates that passen- 
gers arriving in India by air will be 
requested to give only oral declara- 
tions of the dutiable status of their 
baggage—_Emb., New Delhi. 
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Ecuadoran Highway Program Cost 
Projected at Over $56 Million 


The Ecuadoran highway construction and improvement program, 
initiated in 1953 at a planned cost of more than 650 million sucres 
(about $43 million) in 3 to 5 years and further augmented in 1954, 
by April of this year was projected at about 2,150 kilometers and a 
total cost of approximately 844 million sucres (over $56 million). 


These figures cover only projects of 
the Central Government and include 
only roads for which contracts have 
already been let. 

The Government itself is undertak- 
ing the financing of this vast program 
with the exception of the Quevedo- 
Manta highway, which is being 
financed almost entirely by an Export- 
Import Bank loan. This year the 
Export-Import Bank, in order that the 
project might be completed, increased 
its credits from $5 million to $7.7 mil- 
lion and Ecuador undertook to provide 
$300,000 of the additional cost. 


Other Projects Under Way 

The Quevedo-Manta highway, being 
built by an American firm, was esti- 
mated by the U. S. Bureau of Public 
Roads representative on the job to 
have been 60 percent complete in June. 

Road construction in Ecuador other 
than that being carried out by the 
Central Government is generally of 
minor proportions. 

An important exception is the large 
program undertaken by the Guayas 
Highway Commission (Comite de 
Vialidad del Guayas). A loan of $8.5 
million was authorized for that high- 
way in January 1954 by the Interna- 
tional Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development, but inasmuch as the 
loan will cover only foreign exchange 
expenditures, the total cost of the 
program may approximate $25 million 
if the loan is fully utilized. 

Comite’s projects will be carried out 
mostly in Guayas Province, but also 
will include roads in neighboring prov- 
inces. Some of the principal ones are 
the Guayaquil-Daule-Balzar-Quevedo, 





Haiti Plans To Establish 
Airline To United States 


The Government of Haiti plans to 
establish an international air trans- 
port enterprise between Haiti and the 
United States, and wishes to sign a 
bilateral agreement with the United 
States covering this service, the For- 
eign Office of the Government of Haiti 
has informed the U. S. Embassy, Port- 
au-Prince. 

Details concerning type of aircraft 
to be used and other information con- 
cerning the operation will be given 
when the countries agree in principle 
on the proposed service, the Haitian 
Government indicated.— Emb., Port- 
au-Prince. 





the Nobol-Jipijapa-Portoviejo, and 
the connecting link between the Du- 
ran-Tambo and Jujan-Babahoyo 
roads. 

Among the roads newly constructed 
or greatly improved last year were the 
Duran-Tambo, across the southern 
part of Ecuador and connecting 
Guayaquil with the Sierra; Chone- 
Santo Domingo, through a rich agri- 
cultural area in Northwest Ecuador; 
Quito-Latacunga-Quevedo-Guayaquil, 
improved sufficiently to permit vir- 
tually all-year transit, although it is 
still under construction; and Giron- 
Pasaje-Puerto Bolfvar, uniting Sierra 
with the coast below Gauyaquil. Excel- 
lent progress was made on the Queve- 
do-Manta central artery and the Es- 
meraldas - Quininde - Quito road and 
some. sections have been opened to 
traffic. 

Financing Planned 

By far the largest part of Ecuadoran 
expenditures on economic develop- 
ment projects in the next 3 to 5 years 
are scheduled for the national high- 
way construction program. The ob- 
jective is to create a system of all- 
weather highways which will open 
up new isolated areas and facilitate 
movement and interchange of goods 
and persons throughout the Republic. 
As the program progresses more rich 
agricultural hinterlands that have 
long been idle will be put under cul- 
tivation, as the produce will have 
ready access to domestic and foreign 
markets. The entire Ecuadoran econ- 
omy should receive a tremendous 
stimulus. 

On the other hand, this vast pro- 
gram, together with other Ecuadoran 
economic development projects, must 
be carried out with great skill and 
caution to prevent a serious strain 
upon the country’s resources. 

The financing of the proposed high- 
ways was to have come from three 
sources—increased taxes on gasoline 
sales; lines of credit extended by the 
Eximbank and IBRD; and allotments 
in the national budget. To date, how- 
ever, funds available from these 
sources has proved inadequate to meet 
the heavy immediate expenditures of 
the various construction projects. As 
a consequence, the Government has 
entered into various road contracts 
with payment to be made one-half 
in cash and the balance in dollar 
bonds bearing 5-percent interest and 
maturing in 10 years. 
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TRANSPAC, New Caledonia’s First Domestic 
Airline, Formed by Group of Businessmen 


The first domestic airline in the his- 
tory of New Caledonia has been formed 
by a group of New Caledonian busi- 
nessmen. This new airline is named 
TRANSPAC (Societe Caledonienne de 
Transport Aerienne), and has a paid- 
in capital of 2 million Pacific francs 
(63.63 Pacific francs—US$1 at the of- 
ficial rate of exchange) divided into 
400 shares of stock at 5,000 Pacific 
francs per share. 

A de Havilland bimotored plane 
with eight-passenger capacity has 
been purchased in the United King- 
dom for the airline and is at present 
en route to New Caledonia. Air service 
between Noumea, various points in 
New Caledonia, and the Loyalty Is- 
lands is expected to begin shortly after 
arrival of the plane. 

The initial scheduled routes—each 
to be served at least once weekly—as 
approved by the General Council of 
New Caledonia, the legislative body 
of the territorial government, follow: 

eNoumea—Ouvea—Lifou—Ouvea— 
Noumea; 

eNoumea—Lifou—Ouvea—Lifou— 
Mare—Lifou—Noumea; 

eNoumea— Mare—Lifou—Mare— 
Noumea; 

eNoumea—Koumac; 

e Noumea—Houailou—Poindimie. 


The airline has been allowed a sub- 
sidy of about 2,000 Pacific francs per 
hour for the first 600 hours of flight. 

Ceiling fares of 4.50 Pacific francs 
per passenger-kilometer for overwater 
flights and 4 Pacific francs per pas- 
senger-kilometer for overland flights 
have been established. The fares will 
thus be about 900 Pacific francs per 
person for a one-way flight between 
Noumea and each of the Loyalty Is- 
lands; 1,250 Pacific francs between 
Noumea and Koumac; 800 Pacific 
francs between Noumea and Houailou; 
400 Pacific francs between Lifou and 
Ouvea; and 550 Pacific francs between 
Lifou and Mare Island. Air freight 
also will be carried. 

Natural airstrips cleared of all ob- 
structions will be utilized by TRANS- 
PAC at all points except Noumea. 
At that point, the Noumea Aero Club’s 
Magenta airport will be used. 

The prospects for substantial air 
transportation between points on the 
island of New Caledonia are not prom- 
ising as bus transportation will be 
three or four times cheaper than the 
proposed fares by air and, due to the 
large number of private automobiles 
on the island, many persons will prob- 
ably prefer travel by automobile. 

On the other hand there is a con- 
siderable movement of Loyalty Is- 
landers to New Caledonia where they 
find employment easily at relatively 
high wages. An estimated 1,000 Loy- 
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alty Islanders travel in each direction 
between New Caledonia and the Loy- 
alty Islands each year. The air fare 
will cost only a little more than the 
600 Pacific francs generally paid for 
boat transportation and air transpor- 
tation will have the advantage of be- 
ing scheduled and frequent. There 
has been no scheduled service by boat 
since the Philante II, a seagoing yacht, 
was wrecked in a hurricane of early 
March this year. 


International Lines Operate 


New Caledonia has been served by 
two international airlines since the 
termination of Pan American Airways 
service to New Caledonia in 1951. 


Air France had a monthly service 
between Brisbane and Noumea in 1953 
and 1954. 


Qantas Empire Airways in July 1954 
reduced by 50 percent its twice-weekly 
service between Sydney, Noumea, and 
the New Hebrides and its weekly serv- 
ice between Noumea and the Fiji 
Islands. Because of the reduced fre- 
quency of Qantas flights there were 
only 212 visits by commercial air- 
planes to New Caledonia in 1954, com- 
pared with 286 in 1953. These planes 
carried the following freight and pas- 
senger traffic, according to the Civil 
Aviation Section, Government of New 
Caledonia: 


Traffic 1953 1954 
Freight ..... kilogram..... 142,292 119,299 
Baggage ........ on vereet 156,086 137,883 
Passenger: 
Arriving - -number..... 2,533 2,316 
eae eee 2,600 2,471 
Bee I. 6c ce ODe cc ccics 2,943 1,838 





Ceylon’s Tourist Trade 
Shows Sharp Increase 


Ceylon’s income from its tourist 
trade in 1954 totaled 9.9 million rupees 
(US$2,079,000), an increase of 1.3 mil- 
lion rupees (US$273,000) over earnings 
in the preceding year, according to 
the 1954 report of the Tourist Bureau 
of Ceylon. 

The increase was due principally to 
the worldwide publicity derived from 
Queen Elizabeth’s tour of Ceylon, the 
timing of tourist advertising in the 
United Kingdom, Australia, and the 
United States to coincide with the 
tour; improvement of the few rest- 
houses of tourist interest and of other 
tourist services; and intensified sales 
promotion carried out through ac- 
credited agents overseas. 

Hotel accommodations in Ceylon 
continue to be a serious problem, but 
the report notes, 1,401 hotel beds were 
available in Ceylon by the end of 
December 1954, compared with 1,318 
in the preceding year. 


—, 


Only One Airline Noy 
Operates in Viet-Nam 


The national airline, Air Vie 
on August 1 became the only air egy. 
rier serving the interior of Viet- 

Air Vietnam will take over all gery. 
ices previously offered by STAR 
(Societe de Transports Aeriens dR. 
treme-Orient) and COSARA, the e. 
clusive charterer of STAEO aircraft, 
according to press reports. 

Under its agreement with the othe 
two agencies, Air Vietnam will pur. 
chase STAEO’S 4 Dakota (DC-.3) 
aircraft, as well as its fixed installa. 
tions, ground equipment, and tool 
COSARA agencies in areas not preyi- 
ously served by Air Vietnam—Pleiky, 
Kontum, and Phanthiet—henceforth 
will act as agencies for that company, 
Other COSARA agencies which were 
competitive with Air Vietnam will be. 
come branch agencies. Air Vietnam 
also proposes to take about one-third 
of STAEO’s 200 flying and ground 
personnel, according to the press. 

The agreement applies only to air. 
lines. COSARA will continue to oper- 
ate its bus and customs brokerage 
services. 

With the addition of COSARA equip- 
ment Air Vietnam will have a fleet of 
3 DC-4’s, 4 Bristols, and 7 DC-3’s, 


On the domestic routes these air- 
craft will service Hue, Tourane, Nhat- 
rang, Banmethuot, Dalat, Pleiku, Kon- 
tum, Soctrang, Phanthiet, Cap Saint 
Jacques, and Tuyhoa. 

Lines connecting Viet-Nam to the 
former Associated State of Cambodia 
are Saigon-Phnom Penh and Saigon- 
Siem Reap, and Saigon-Seno and Sai- 
gon-Vientiane will connect with Laos. 

Air Vietnam with its DC-6’s will 





double its Saigon-Paris service, which 
for the past 2 months has been weekly. 
The biweekly service to Bangkok and 
Hong Kong will continue as in the 
past. 


New Electric Railway Put 
Into Service in Austria 


The electric railroad from Véckla- 
bruck to Kammer/Schorfling, Austria, 
was put into service on July 29. 

The line is 8.25 kilometers long and 
connects the Attersee, largest lake in 
the recreation center of Salzkammer- 
gut, with Austria’s main railroad, the 
Westbahn. It is of great importance 
for freight as well as for passenger 
traffic, as a large cellulose factory and 
paper mill, Lenzinger Zellulose und Pa- 
pierfabrik A. G., is located on the line. 

Electrification has cost approxi- 
mately 4 million schillings, or roughly 
US$150,000. Annual coal savings are 
expected to amount to approximately 
6,000 tons or 2 million  schillings 
(roughly $75,000). 
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Uruguay Granted Loan 
For Increasing Power 


A World Bank loan in various cur- 
rencies, mainly Italian lire and Swiss 
francs, equivalent to $5.5 million, for 
increasing electric power supplies in 
Uruguay has been announced by the 
pank. The borrower is the Adminis- 
tracion General de las Usinas Elec- 
tricas y los Telefonos del Estado 
(UTE), an autonomous Government 
agency which has the exclusive right 
to provide electric energy and tele- 
phone service in Uruguay. 

This is the second loan the Bank 
has made to UTE. A loan of $33 mil- 
lion, made in 1950, covered most of the 
foreign-exchange cost of various proj- 
ects for expanding and modernizing 
the agency’s power and telephone 
facilities. Those projects are now 
nearing completion. 

The new loan will finance the for- 
eign-exchange cost of installing a new 
50,000-kilowatt unit with the neces- 
sary boiler and auxiliary equipment in 
the Batlle y Ordonez thermal power 
station in Montevideo. This project 
is part of the larger power-expansion 
program aimed at meeting Uruguay’s 
expected power demand until about 
1962. 

A 50,000 kilowatt unit was previously 
installed in this plant under the 
Bank’s first loan. The new generator 
will increase the station’s installed 
capacity to 150,000 kilowatts and 
should come into full operation by 
the end of 1957. 


Power Consumption Increasing 

Nearly all of the equipment for in- 
stallation is being purchased in West- 
ern Europe. Local costs of the project, 
amounting to about 1.4 million pesos 
(about $800,000), are expected to be 
met by UTE from its own resources. 
Authorization exists to supplement 
these resources if necessary by the 
sale of Peso bonds in Uruguay. 

Increased supplies of electric power 
are needed to promote further eco- 
nomic progress in Uruguay, both in 
the Montevideo industrial area and in 
the interior. UTE’s total sales, meas- 
ured in kilowatt-hours, increased from 
1947 through 1954 at an average an- 
nual rate of 9.6 percent. Outside the 
Department of Montevideo the in- 
crease averaged 17 percent a year. 
This increase reflects the growth of 
industry in the interior, where indus- 
trial sales of electricity have doubled 
in the past 5 years. 

During the past decade, UTE has 
made a profit every year except in 
1951. Earnings last year were suffi- 
cient to cover interest charges on its 
debt four and a half times. Virtually 
all of UTE’s earnings have been re- 
tained in the business and used prin- 


September 19, 1955 


cipally for capital expansion and im- 
provements. 

The loan is guaranteed by the Re- 
public of Uruguay, is for a term of 
20 years, and carries an interest rate 
of 434 percent. Amortization will be- 
gin May 1, 1958. 





Chilean Government 
To Promote Tourism 


A commission has been established 
under the Chilean Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs to study and promote tourism 
in Chile. 

The functions and duties of the new 
commission will be to: 

eCollect existing studies on tourism 
and related international agreements. 

ePresent within 30-day period pre- 
liminary plans for national tourism 
legislation. 

ePresent to the Government a study 
of income now derived from taxes on 
tourism and a budget based on those 
funds. 

eOrganize Inter-American tourism 
conferences supervised by the Govern- 
ments. 

eRequest if it so desires all neces- 
sary information from public and 
State offices and also request officials 
of the Government and of private 
enterprises to participate in confer- 
ences. 

eName ad honorem advisers. 

eIn general seek fulfillment of law 
No. 4585 of 1929, which is still in force. 

The new commission was appointed 
as a result of recommendations made 
by the National Congress of Tourism 
held in Puerto Varas in December 1954. 
An organization to promote tourism in 
Chile was created by law in 1929, but 
no appropriation was ever included in 
the national budget for it and it even- 
tually ceased to function. 





New Airport Planned for 
Kuwait; Travel Increases 


The building of a new Kuwait Air- 
port is planned and the location has 
been chosen. 

The airport now in use is served 
by 10 airlines, including Kuwait Air- 
lines. 

As air transport is the easiest way 
to enter Kuwait and the number of 
visitors is steadily increasing, the 
lines have been very active in 1954 
and so far this year. 

Kuwait Airport, however, still has 
no night landing and the runways 
are unpaved and of poor quality. It 
may be completely closed for long 
periods in rainy seasons, and Kuwait 
is then cut off from the outside world. 

The airport had 6,949 takeoffs in 
1954, 10 percent above the 1953 figure. 

BOAC is the only airline with bi- 
weekly direct flights to London. TWA 
flies to the United States from Basra. 
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TRAVEL NOTES 


The West German Airline Lufthansa 
has been given permission to provide 
passenger service to Kano or Lagos, 
Nigeria, on flights from Europe to 
South Africa, it has been announced 
in London. 


If the Germans choose to land at 
Lagos, the proposed service will fill 
a definite need, as there is now no 
direct air service to Leopoldville and 
South Africa from the Nigerian capi- 
tal. 











Through-train service went into op- 
eration between Calcutta, India, and 
Lahore, West Pakistan, on August 1, 
for the first time since the partition 
of India, the local press reports. Two 
passenger cars arrived at Amritsar on 
the Indian border from Calcutta and 
were detached and connected with the 
shuttle train operating between Amrit- 
sar and Lahore. 


The new train is expected to be 
popular with passengers from East 
Pakistan and with Muslims from the 
State of Uttar Pradesh, India, who 
account for about 90 percent of the 
passenger traffic across the border. 





Port facilities at Rijeka, Yugoslavia, 
are to be expanded and modernized 
at a cost of approximately 3.5 billion 
dinars in the next 5 years, accord- 
ing to the local press. Plans include 
construction of modern grain-stor- 
age facilities of 30,000-ton capacity, 
construction of an additional 1,000 
meters of operational waterfront, and 
the mounting of a number of large 
cranes. 





The opening of the Santa-Cruz— 
Cochabamba highway in Bolivia was 
a notable event of the past year. 
Traffic is already demonstrating the 
economic importance of this road. 
Although not completed in 1953, 3,500 
vehicles used the road. A total of 
7,400 vehicles used it in 1954 and over 
10,000 are expected to use it this year. 

An additional credit of $4,700,000 
has been granted by the Export- 
Import Bank to complete hard-surfac- 
ing the road. 





The State of Israel since its incep- 
tion has built 800 kilometers of new 
roads, 550 of which are main highways 
and the remainder access roads to 
various settlements in the country. 
The network has increased since 1948 
by 748 kilometers, or to 2,633 kilo- 
meters by the end of 1954, 2,085 of 
which are asphalt-surfaced roads. 
Road maintenance and construction 
of new roads in 1954 alone required 
expenditures of I£3.5 and I£7 million, 
respectively. 
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Algeria Makes Power 
Loan of $10 Million 


A loan of $10 million for electric 
power development in Algeria has 
been announced by the World Bank. 
The loan was made to Electricite et 
Gaz d’Algerie to assist the company 
in carrying out a 5-year program for 
expanding its generating and trans- 
mission facilities. The program will 
add 135,000 kilowatts to its ca- 
pacity and enable it to keep pace 
with Algeria’s growing demands for 
electricity. 


Most of Algeria’s population of 9 
million is settled in a narrow coastal 
strip along the Mediterranean, and 
the main urban centers of population 
and industry, Oran, Algiers, and Bone, 
are widely separated from one another 
and also from the principal sources 
of hydroelectric power. Before the 
war power was supplied to the main 
consuming centers by local generating 
plants and there was no countrywide 
transmission system. Since its forma- 
tion in 1947, Electricite et Gaz d’Al- 
gerie (EGA.), a Government-owned 
corporation now responsible for the 
generation and transmission of power 
throughout Algeria, has been building 
new power stations and an intercon- 
nected transmission network covering 
the coastal area. 


The program which the Bank is 
helping to finance will increase EGA’s 
annual power output by about one- 
quarter, from about 800 million kilo- 
watt-hours to over 1 billion kilowatt- 
hours in 1959 and will complete vital 
links in the high-voltage transmission 
network. 


Djen Djen River Plant Planned 

The largest undertaking in the pro- 
gram is a reservoir-controlled hydro- 
electric system which will harness the 
waters of the Dien Dijen River basin 
in the Kabylie Mountains, the largest 
unutilized source of water power in 
Algeria. It includes the building of a 
dam on the Djen Djen, construction 
of a 13,000-kilowatt power station at 
the foot of the dam, and a 100,000- 
kilowatt station at sea level. The dam 
will be located behind a range of 
mountains which rise out of the Med- 
iterranean, and the water from the 
reservoir will be channeled by a 10- 
mile tunnel through the mountains to 
fall down through the penstocks set 
in a sheer cliff to the power station 
on the shore and thus will utilize the 
entire 1,800-foot drop between the 
dam and sea level. 


Another important part of the pro- 
gram will be the doubling of the high- 
voltage transmission line between the 
hydroelectric stations in the Kabylie 
Mountains and Algiers, the largest 
power-consuming center in the coun- 
try. Besides making possible trans- 
mission of twice the load now carried, 
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the new line will give greater security 
of operation and enable the company 
to use its generating capacity more 
efficiently. 


The program will be carried out in 
1955 through 1959 at a total cost esti- 
mated at the equivalent of $77 mil- 
lion. The Bank’s loan of $10 million 
will be used to reimburse the company 
for expenditures on the program and 
disbursements will be made as work 
progresses. Electricite et Gaz d’Algerie 
will finance the remaining costs from 
grants from the Government General 
of Algeria, from borrowings locally 
and in Paris, and from its own re- 
sources. 


The loan is for a term of 20 years 
and bears interest of 434 percent an- 
nually, including the statutory 1-per- 
cent commission charged by the Bank. 
Amortization will begin on March 1, 
1957. The loan is guaranteed by 
France and Algeria. 





African Congress Seeks To 


Facilitate Tourist Trade 


The Fifth International Congress for 
African Touring assembled at Elisa- 
bethville, Belgian Congo, in July and 
thus the Congo was able to witness 
the constructive efforts of the various 
Governments and private organiza- 
tions towards affecting a solution of 
common tourism problems. 


Ten committees held sessions and 
drew up resolutions on subjects which 
included tourist promotional mate- 
rial; lodgings; international conven- 
tions and border formalities; air trans- 
port; roads construction; need for 
gasoline stations and restrooms; rail- 
road, river, and public road trans- 
portation; maritime transport; na- 
tional parks and game reserves; and 
archeological and historical sites. 


The following Governments were 
represented: Union of South Africa, 
Belgium, Belgian Congo and Ruanda- 
Urundi, Egypt, Spain, France and 
Oversea Territories, Federation of 
Rhodesia and Nyasaland, United King- 
dom, East Africa, Portugal, Italian 
Somaliland, Sudan. 


The Congresses are held approxi- 
mately every 2 years. The last one took 
place at Laurenco Marques in 1952— 
Cons. Gen., Elisabethville. 
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Helicopter Service 
Scheduled in London 


British European Airways on July 
operated its first scheduled helicopte 
passenger service, from London Aj. 
port to the South Bank adjoining 
Waterloo Air Terminal. 

Normal weekday services, with West. 
land S-55 helicopters, are scheduled ty 
begin at 8:40 a. m. from London Aj. 
port and 9:00 a. m. from the South 
Bank, and to continue at hourly jp. 
tervals until 5:00 p. m. except betwee, 
noon and 2:00 p. m. 

The charge for a single flight ip 
either direction is 35 shillings (Ug 
$4.90), and the 17%-mile route, which 
follows the Thames most of the way, 
is flown in 15 minutes. This time 
compares with a normal automobile 
trip of 1% hours. Reservations ar 
not made in advance for these flights, 
as maximum loads from the South 
Bank vary with weather conditions, 


“This experimental service is part of 
the Government’s helicopter develop- 
ment program designed to gain experi- 
ence essential to the future of Brtish 
helicopter services,” the Minister of 
Transport and Civil Aviation stated. 
Two years ago BEA ran an experi- 
mental service with Sikorsky 51 heli- 
copters between Birmingham and Lon- 
don to study problems involved. 


Inauguration of this new service has 
aroused considerable interest in local 
governments in areas of England 
where there are relatively poor rail 
connections. MTCA has recommended 
to interested local authorities that 
sites be reserved but that no money 
be spent as yet because introduction 
of helicopter services will depend 
mainly on the development of a suit- 
able helicopter, probably twin-engined, 
which can be operated economically. 


New Rail Line Opened From 
Mozambique to S. Rhodesia 


Traffic on the new 200-mile link of 
the Limpopo Railway connecting Lou- 
renco Marques, Mozambique, with the 
Southern Rhodesia rail system was 
officially opened on August 1, the local 
press reports. 

The Limpopo Railway runs from 
Lourenco Marques through the valley 
of the Limpopo River, joining at the 
border near Pafuri the new Souther 
Rhodesia rail line leading to Bannock- 
burn, near Fort Victoria. 

The link gives Rhodesia new access 
to the sea, relieving the overloaded 
line from Bulawayo to Beira. 

Costs to date, according to local 
sources, total about $26 million, of 
which $18 million was for equipment 
and nearly $8 million for construction. 


Passenger service is to begin within 
a few months. 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





—_ 


Export Controls Eased 
0n Technical Data 


Mandatory security controls on U. S. 
exports of technical data to friendly 
foreign countries have been discon- 
tinued, the Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce has announced. 

This action abolishes the list of 
technical data requiring validated 
licenses for shipment to friendly 
foreign countries in effect since Jan- 
vary 15, 1955. Voluntary control pro- 
cedures, Which have been in effect 
poth prior to and concurrent with 
mandatory controls on technical data, 
continued in effect. 

BFC has said that this action is 
possible because of American indus- 
try’s initiative in taking needed se- 
curity precautions in connection with 
exports of technical data. It is in 
line with the Devartment’s longstand- 
ing policy of relieving exporters from 
applying for validated licenses where- 
ever possible. 

Under the revised regulations, tech- 
nical data mav be exported to friendly 
foreign countries under general li- 
cense; a validated export license is 
no longer required. 


BFC Still to Advise Exporters 

BFC, however, will continue to ad- 
vise exporters, upon request, regarding 
the propriety of exporting technical 
data. Exporters are urged to request 
BFC’s advice whenever they believe 
that exports of technical data or di- 
rect products thereof might be trans- 
shipped to communist-controlled des- 
tinations; might give rise to questions 
regarding possible frustration of U. S. 
export controls of commodities to the 
bloc; or involve other important se- 
curity problems. 

BFC emphasized that the announce- 
ment in no way affects the mandatory 
control of technical data for shipment 
to the European Soviet bloc, commu- 
nist China, North Korea, and the 
communist-controlled areas of Viet- 
Nam and Laos. General license regu- 
lations on shipments of technical data 
to communist-controlled destinations 
also remain unchanged. These regu- 
lations permit shipments of published 
and generally available technical data 
and scientific information not di- 
rectly and significantly related to in- 
dustrial activity. 

The revised regulations are pub- 
lished in detail in BFC’s Current Ex- 
port Bulletin No. 755, September 8, 
and rescind the regulations set forth 
in Current Export Bulletin No. 741, 
December 16, 1954. Copies of Export 
Bulletin No. 755 may be obtained from 
the U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C., or from any of 
its Field Offices, at 10 cents each. 


September 19, 1955 


Treasury Dismisses Antidumping Cases on 
Nicotine Sulfate and Pencil Sharpeners 


Customs field officers have been in- 
structed to discontinue the withhold- 
ing of appraisements of nicotine sul- 
fate entries from the firm of N. V. Al- 
hamex, Amsterdam, Netherlands, and 
of pocket pencil sharpeners from the 
firm of Karl Zech of West Germany, 
and to process entries of such mer- 
chandise without regard to any ques- 
tion of dumping, according to an- 
nouncements issued by the Treasury 
Department on August 29, 1955. 

These instructions followed noti- 
fication to the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury by the U.S. Tariff Commission of 
its unanimous opinion that, in neither 
case, is the domestic industry being 
or likely to be, injured by reason of 
the importation of the specified for- 
eign products at tess than fair value. 

In the case of nicotine sulfate, the 
Tariff Commission investigation 
found, among other things, that West 
Germany, which was indicated as the 
source of the shipment in question, 
was not ordinarily a source of imports 
of that class of goods, and that that 
shipment constituted about 3 percent 
of the nicotine sulfate imports from 
all sources in 1954. 

The Tariff Commission investigation 
found that the pocket pencil sharpen- 
ers received from the firm in question 
have been small in number and have 
consisted of novelty-type sharpeners 
sold in the United States at prices sub- 
stantially above those of the most 
nearly comparable domestic product. 

The Tariff Commission had insti- 
tuted investigations of the afore- 
mentioned shipments upon reference 


Duty on Dried Figs 
To Be Unchanged 


The President approved on Sep- 
tember 7, 1955, a periodic report of 
the U. S. Tariff Commission with re- 
gard to the duty on imports of dried 
figs, to the effect that conditions do 
not appear to have so changed as to 
warrant the institution of a new 
formal investigation. 

The import duty on dried figs was 
increased on August 30, 1952, from 
2% cents to 4% cents a pound, fol- 
lowing an “escape clause” investiga- 
tion by the Tariff Commission. Under 
Executive Order No. 10401, the Tariff 
Commission is to review the situation 
periodically in the case of escape clause 
actions resulting in the withdrawal 
or modification of concessions granted 
in trade agreements, and to report to 
the President whether any change in 
the action taken had become neces- 
sary. This is the third periodic report 
on dried figs. 





from the Treasury Department, which 
had found that they involved prices 
at less than fair value, to determine 
whether the American industry was 
being, or was likely to be, injured by 
such imports—the second condition 
to be met before antidumping duties 
may be imposed. (See Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, Aug. 8, 1955, p. 31.) 


Exportable CCC Farm 
Product List Changed 


Specified quantities of Commodity 
Credit Corporation holdings of the fol- 
lowing farm surplus products are 
available for export through commer- 
cial channels in September, generally 
at prices reflecting world levels, ac- 
cording to an announcement by the 
U. S. Department of Agriculture: 

Nonfat dry milk solids; butter; 
cheddar cheese; cotton linters; refined 
cottonseed oil; linseed oil; tung oil; 
soybeans; flaxseed; corn; wheat; oats; 
barley; rye; grain sorghums; rice, 
milled and broken; certain dry edible 
beans; gum rosin; gum turpentine; 
and certain hay, pasture, and cover 
crop seeds. 

The list, which will vary from month 
to month as additional commodities 
become available or commodities for- 
merly available are dropped, is de- 
signed to aid in moving CCC’s inven- 
tories into domestic or export use 
through regular commercial channels. 
By knowing in advance the commod- 
ities and quantities that are available, 
private buyers are in a position to 
develop sales before the commodities 
are actually purchased from CCC. 

If it becomes necessary in the month 
to amend this list in any material way, 
such as by the removal or addition of 
a commodity or by a significant 
change in price or method of sale, an 
announcement of the change will be 
sent to all persons currently receiving 
the list by mail from Washington. 
These lists are maintained by the 
Price Division, Commodity Stabiliza- 
tion Service, U.S. Department of Agri- 
culture, Washington 25, D. C. 








ICA Grants United Kingdom 
$3 Million To Buy Raisins 


The International Cooperation Ad- 
ministration has announced a pro- 
curement authorization for the United 
Kingdom covering the purchase of $3 
million worth of raisins under the 
provisions of section 402 of the Mutual 
Security Act of 1954, as amended. 
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Assistant Secretary 
Takes Oath of Office 


Secretary of Commerce Sinclair 
Weeks administered the oath of office 
on September 13 to Harold C. Mc- 
Clellan, Los Angeles businessman, as 
Assistant Secretary of Commerce for 
International Affairs. 


Mr. McClellan president of the Old 
Colony Paint & Chemical Co. of Los 
Angeles, was appointed to the post by 
President Eisenhower on August 29. 
He succeeds Samuel W. Anderson, who 
resigned. As Assistant Secretary of 
Commerce for International Affairs, 
Mr. McClellan will supervise and co- 
ordinate policies and activities of the 
Department relating to the promotion 
of private foreign investment and 
economic development; foreign trade, 
transportation, and travel; participa- 
tion in international trade fairs; and 
administration of export control. 


Mr. McClellan served as president 
of the National Association of Manu- 
facturers in 1954. He has traveled 
extensively abroad, consulting with 
Government and industry officials on 
improving trade relations, and has 
carried out a number of missions for 
the Foreign Operations Administra- 
tion in Europe and South America. 

Harold Chadwick McClellan was born 
in Crow’s Landing, Calif., on August 
20, 1897, son of a Presbyterian min- 
ister. He completed his public school- 
ing in Los Angeles, and received his 
B. A. degree from Occidental College, 
Los Angeles in 1922. He had taken 
time out from his education to enlist 
in the U. S. Navy in 1918 and to serve 
overseas with the medical corps. 

His first job was with the Crescent 
Creamery Co., Los Angeles, of which 
he became sales manager. Deciding to 
go into business for himself, in 1927 
he purchased a rundown paint factory 
and built the business, now the Old 
Colony Paint & Chemical Co., into a 
flourishing enterprise. 


Formerly Served Government 
His Government service includes a 
tour of duty as industry member of 
the Regional War Labor Board and 
Wage Stabilization Board, as well as 
assignments from the Foreign Opera- 


tions Administration in Italy, Ger- 
many, Yugoslavia, and Chile. 

He is a former president of the Los 
Angeles Paint, Varnish, & Lacquer 
Association and a former regional 
vice-president of the National Paint, 
Varnish, & Lacquer Association, and a 
past president of the Merchants & 
Manufacturers Association of Los An- 
geles. He has also been active in civic 
affairs and in the field of education. 

Mr. McClellan married the former 
Katherine Elizabeth Stone, of Syca- 
more, Ill. They have a daughter, 
Martha Louis Looser, wife of Gunther 
Looser, of Hollywood, Calif. The Mc- 
Clellans have their home in San Ma- 
rino, Calif. 


Credit Granted for 
Tire Plant at Manila 


The Export-Import Bank of Wash- 
ington has announced the authoriza- 
tion of a credit of up to $1,800,000 in 
favor of the Goodrich International 
Rubber Co. of Manila, Philippines, 
to assist the company in financ- 
ing the purchase of U. S. materials, 
equipment, and services to be used 
in the construction of a rubber tire 
and inner tube manufacturing plant 
near Manila. 

The Goodrich International Rubber 
Co. has been reorganized to permit 
expansion of its operations from a 
merchandising outlet for the B. F. 
Goodrich Co.’s products to a manu- 





— 


facturing enterprise producing tires, 
tubes, and other rubber goods ang 
using Goodrich patents and technica] 
know-how. 

At present practically all Philippine 
imports of tires and tubes come from 
the United States and therefore re. 
quire sizable dollar expenditures 
Since the output of the proposed new 
plant is expected to supply about 
one-half of current Philippine needs, 
its establishment will permit the Phil- 
ippines to save a considerable amount 
of dollar exchange each year, the 
Export-Import Bank said. 

The First National City Bank of 
New York has indicated that it is pre- 
pared to advance the total amount of 
the bank’s credit with an Export- 
Import Bank guaranty upon default 
of 90 percent of the total, the remain- 
ing 10 percent to be carried without 
guaranty and for the full account and 
risk of the commercial bank. 

Advances under the credit are to 
be repaid in 16 approximately equal 
quarterly installments, the first of 
which is due not later than 2 years 
from the date of the credit agreement. 
Interest is to be at a rate of 5% per- 
cent per annum, payable quarterly. 








World exports of green coffee totaled 
29.1 million bags in 1954, 16.1 percent 
less than the 34.7 million bags of 1953 
and 9.4 percent less than the 32.3 mil- 
lion bags of 1952, the Foreign Agricul- 
tural Service reports. 

This decline reflects primarily the 
reaction of consumers to the record 
high prices of 1954. 
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